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movement during the German Empire. The
book centres on the movement's most important
association, the Deutscher Bund der Vereine fur
Gesundheitspflege und arzneilose Heilweise.
The association was founded in 1889 and
renamed Deutscher Bund der Vereine fur
naturgemalBe Lebens- und Heilweise in 1900.
Regin regards the emergence of the nature
therapy movement during the late nineteenth
century as a critical response to modem
scientific medicine and the process of
"medicalization", which was initiated during
the late eighteenth century and came to fruition
during the nineteenth century. She examines the
social, cultural and medical context in which
the movement developed. The foundation of the
Deutscher Bund and its organizational structure
is outlined, and the social composition of its
leader- and membership is analysed. According
to the author, the Deutscher Bund had members
from virtually all social classes and was
successful in attracting and uniting followers
with differing ideological convictions by
maintaining internally and externally a party
political neutrality. Regin also gives detailed
attention to the medical and cultural theories
that informed the Deutscher Bund, as well as its
campaigns, beliefs, and areas of activity.
Furthermore, she explores the relationship
between the medical profession and the nature
therapy movement. She examines how the
continuous expansion of the latter clashed with
the attempts by physicians to professionalize
and she charts how they attempted to curtail
and discredit the movement as part of their
campaign against quackery. The comprehensive
volume ends with an examination of the
attitudes and actions of governments and local
authorities with regard to the nature therapy
movement.

W F Bynum, Roy Porter (eds), Companion
encyclopedia of the history of medicine, 2 vols,
Routledge Companion Encyclopedia series,
London and New York, Routledge, paperback
1997 (first published 1993), pp. 1848, £65.00
(paperback set 0-415-16418-4).

Reviewing the hardback edition of this
work, John Harley Wamer (Medical History,
1994, 38: 471-3) wrote: "Bynum and Porter
have taken on an immensely difficult task and
executed it brilliantly. No student of the history
of medicine will be able to ignore this
encyclopedia, which belongs on the shelves of
every serious library.... Together, the editors
and contributors have produced the best
synthetic statement we have of the current state
of medical history, and the field is greatly in
their debt."

BOOKS ALSO RECEIVED

(The inclusion of a title does not preclude the
possibility of subsequent review. Items received,
other than those assigned for review, are
ultimately incorporated into the collection of the
Wellcome Institute for the History of Medicine.)

Alice Juch, De medisch specialisten in de
Nederlandse gezondheidszorg. Hun
manifestatie en consolidatie, 1890-1941,
Rotterdam, Erasmus Publishing, 1997, pp. 415,
illus., Hfl. 69.50 (90-5235-121-X).

Fransois Ledermann, Ingrid Muller-
Landgraf, Medizin und Pharmazie in Bern.
Eine Zeitreise, Bern, Stiimpfli, 1997, pp. 88,
illus., SFr 20.00 (3-7272-9402-7).

Claudia Pancino, Voglie materne. Storia di
una credenza, Heuresis 9, Sezione di Scienze
Storiche 2, Bologna, Cooperativa Libraria
Universitaria Editrice Bologna, 1996, pp. 196,
L. 25,000 (88-8091-371-9).

T V N Persaud, A history ofanatomy: the
post-Vesalian era, Springfield, IL, Charles C
Thomas, 1997, pp. xiii, 357, illus., $92.95
(hardback 0-398-06772-4), $75.95
(paperback 0-398-06773-2).
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Hank Rubin, Spain's cause was mine: a
memoir ofan American medic in the Spanish
civil war, Carbondale and Edwardsville,
Southern Illinois University Press, 1997,
pp. xvii, 161, illus., $29.95-(0-8093-2159-9).

John Harley Warner, The therapeutic
perspective: medical practice, knowledge, and
identity in America, 1820-1885, Princeton
University Press, 1997, pp. xvi, 365, £14.94,

$19.95 (paperback 0-691-01209-1). The 1986
edition was reviewed in Medical History by
Christopher Lawrence in January 1988.

Alien B Weisse, The staffand the serpent:
pertinent and impertinent observations on the
world ofmedicine, Carbondale and
Edwardsville, Southern Illinois University Press,
1998, pp. xv, 147, $29.95 (0-8093-2149-1).
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