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Vlachos, Hellas and Hellenism : a Social and
Cultural History of Ancient Greece, Boston,
. 1936. Good sense and pleasant reading (A. D.
. Fraser). W. W. Ewbank, Poems of Cicero,
London, 1933. Meets a decided want (Ger-
trude Hirst). Yale Classical Studies, volumes
IVand V, ed. A. M. Harmon, 1934. Indica-
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tion of contents (M. Hadas). A. Maurizio,
Histoire de Palimentation végélale depuis la
préhistoive jusguw'a nos jours, Paris, 1932.
Useful, though inadequate for classical times
(K. P. Vickery). Reviews of Kelsey and
Meinecke, 7/ird Year Latin, Boston, 1933,
and other text-books.

CORRESPONDENCE

To the Editors of the CLASSICAL REVIEW,

DEAR SIRS,
The space allowed for my review! of
Mr. Moore’s translation of the Ars Amatoria
was short. I tried to do the best service I
could to a book well worth a second edition by
adding some criticisms, mainly on points of
- detail, to a general commendation. Some of
these criticisms are no doubt ¢ matters of opinion,’
and I am sorry if the need for brevity betrayed
me into the appearance of dogmatism. Mr.
Moore and 1 must agree to differ about the
proper scope of an Introduction meant for the
general reader. I will add only that the dif-
ferences between ancient civilization and our
own should be emphasised no less than the
similarities, and then confine myself to two
points raised by his letter.

(i) At i, 429 he translates quasi natali . . .
poscit munera libo by ‘she begs a trifle for her
birthday cake’. He ‘does not agree—nor does
the Loeb translator—’ that /ido is ablative of

1 C.R. XLIX. 192.
see C.R. L. 43.

For Mr. Moore’s reply

means. But what then is the construction?
Quite apart from questions of Latinity, surely
a puella of the kind concerned could provide
herself with the customary sacrificial cake? If
any doubts remain, Az I, viii, 93-4 should be
decisive :

cum te deficient poscendi munera causae,
natalem libo testificare tuum.

P. Brandt on 4.4. i, 429 would have given
Mr. Moore some guidance, though the parallel
from the Amores is not there cited.

(i) At i1, 735-38 I criticized Mr. Moore for a
‘violent departure from the Latin order’ and
drew from him a protest which seems to repeat
the words directed by R. J. Cholmeley at
Wilamowitz { Theocritus, 2nd ed., p. 249). Itis
true that the six proper names are troublesome.
But I have seen the verses rendered with less
dislocation, and 1 believe that Mr. Moore
himself, on second thoughts, could do better.
One can prefer a closer version (which reads as
well) without being pedantic.

Very truly yours,
T. F. HIGHAM.

23 April 1936.
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