
C 0 N C 1;: R N 1 N G T H E P K 01' E S 'I A N  'I' 
C H U R C H  I N  G E l i h I A i u Y 1  

1 1  was in 1937 that one of the Gestapo-men who were then ques- 
tioning me asked whcther the Protestant Church was not in full col- 
laborntion with the Catholic Church. >Vhen I clcnied this, he in- 
sisted that one of our ministers had made that statemeilt at a certain 
niecting. As I had attended that meeting myself, I pointed out that 
he had only ,spoken : h u t  the unprecedented friendliness that existed 
between the Churches, b u t  not about collaboration. 'And what is 
the rcas,on for threse extraordinary good :-elatiuns? ' I could not help 
asking. ' I t  is that both Churches to-d;ty have to defen~d the same 
thing, v;z. the world beyond.' 

1i1 the winter of 
1y9-29 I was the only non-Catho1i.c to  ;~c!clrcs~ a Catholic conference 
at: Boppard, on the Rhine, one of the o,tiicr spcakws being Dr. 
I3riining, shortly to  be Chancellor of' the Reich. 

For two reasons the stru,ggle o f  the Church of C;hrist against 
Nazism has been ditferent from any other. I n  the first placc the 
Church no lclnge8r suffers passively a s  during the times od persecu- 
tion even down to t,liat of Bolshevism, bat has passed from the de- 
fen'sive to the attack. Secondly, the enemy in so far R S  he makes 
his appearanze within the Protestant Church itself-the ' German 
Christians '-does not represent :t new heresy but  the old rationalistic 
ones, though joined to the po1it;cal power. T h u s  the 'Church in Ger- 
many is fighting iicither agwiiist sects i io r  against the State, but 
against a combination o f  both, which we call the ' heretical State. '  

I t  wag above all Martin Niemoeller who from the b.egiuning tle- 
novnced the State or the Nazis as the Kingdom of Antichrist. I t  
is governed by :I inultitutic o:' spil-,i,tuaJ sorcerers and iiiagicians, false 
prophets anrl tleiiiagoguei. l'o-tl;ty the Churcii of Christ fights 
against the transforniatiot: o f  State  ;i.nd people into a g-igai:tic luna- 
tic asylum, she fights against St. Paul's ' wickedness in the high 
places '-one of the most frequciitly quoted passages in the Protes- 
tant Church c:onllict. This is nhy Hitlci. fear;; Xiemo'eller so much, 
the man who wrote the light against this Kingtlom o f  Antichrist upon 

I reniember another, very different expericiice. 

1 Dr. I<brenbcr.g, wliu is n pa\tor of tlic 1iv;ing~:lical Church in Gcrmany :111!1 

has linown atid, suffered xyitli Nicmoellei-, 1i:ts kindly consented to give thesc dc- 
tails of one aspect of the struggle of his Church against Nazism. 
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his banner. I t  is true, the Nazis know how to honour courage, and 
have treated him accordingly--I was told this by a hardened S.S.- 
man when, during the winter of 1938-39, I was for seveial months 
in the same concentration camp. But they did not dare to free him 
from his solitary confmement, since he would have become the virtual 
commander of the whole camp. A health visitor of the camp, I 
thorough atheist, called him a man of iron. 

But the Church resists, ‘ obeying God rather than men.’ She re- 
sists in her members who sacrifice honour and po5sessions. She re- 
sists, further, by accusing. In an  unending flood of moral and re- 
ligious accusations she denounces the destruction wrought by the 
Nazis. She 
resists in exorcising evil spirits, this in cases Of conscious blasphemy. 
Yes, she ‘ overcomes evil with good,’ without hatred, but also with- 
out kindness h tn Buchman ol the Group Movement, but it ‘ rather 
gives place unto wrath ’ of God (Rom. xii, 19). 

Since the nineteenth century the Protestant Church, less protected 
by an authoritative Church Government than the Church of Rome, 
had bren undermined by the modernist spirit of the times. Yet it 
had never been wholly without its doctrinal tradition and had expe- 
rienced a steady theological and, later, ecclesiastical restoration, 
especially during an3  after the Great W a r .  Tlius, when it was at- 
tacked by false teachers in the shape of the ‘ German Christians,’ 
it hail to defend not only its outer but also its inner front from the 
Church Quislings, the enemies oi the Church within the Church. 
I t  was then that the Church experienced the truth of our Lord’s 
words: ‘ When they deliver you up, take no thought how or what 
ye shall speak; for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye 
shal! spehk ’ (Matt. x, 19). The Church could deploy all its forces 
aiid train its soldiers in a unique way-and when the Nazis awoke 
to the fact, they could not regain the lost territory. 

But have not the Nazis done immense damage to the Church in 
Germany as well as in other countries? Yes, indeed, the more so 
as the Church !lad jus t  then been developing certain external activi- 
tis such as social services, etc. They have done damage also in the 
sphere of education which had slipped from the Church to the State 
already in the Liberal period. But despite all damage-which is not 
irremediable-Hitler has also done the Church an immense service. 
The RZodernism in the Protestant Church, already shaken, disap- 
peared a t  the first blow. Its  remaining representati\es fled into the 
camp of the Nazis, i .e .  t o  the ‘ German Christians.’ In ail instant 
the whole .tloctrinal tradition of the I’rntestailt Church, consisting 
of the old creeds and the confessions of faith of the Reformation, 

She resists by condemning, of which more later on. 
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were resurrected, and apart from slight tensicns and certain differ- 
ences between Lutheran and Calvinist traditions, the Church attained 
to cthc unity necessary for the struggle. I t  found its expression in 
the Heichssynoden of the Confessional Church. In this ecclesiastical 
way the ministry and the congregation were always called together, 
SO that the old conipetitian between the professional and lay priest- 
hood, which had been a bone of contention in the Piotestant Church, 
ceased to exist. This was a great boon for the ministerial conscious- 
ness ; ordination regained its old significance, and the congregation 
rocognised that it profited by this renewal of the divine ofhce. Thus 
the ( h r c h  as Church experienced a renewal fiom below as well as 
froin above, ihough this must not be compared to a pietist revival. 
The ' cloud of witnesses ' increased, for there are now thousands and 
fiousands of Niemoellers in Germany. 

.i Church that has witnessed in its clergy a n d  laity is alive. Where, 
ibefore Hitler, the  Church had almost been tie:id, it began to come to 
life again. Empty churches in middle and noithern Ckrmany werc 
filled as many of thol5e that had apostatised recognised that the real 
Church was totally different from the one they had known before. 
Indeed, every member experienced the danger a i d  shame of the 
Cross, he experienced that he was called to bear witness, he expe- 
rienced the simple reality of the Church as the h d y  of Christ. We 
know what the Church in Germany has lost through the persecution 
and that especially most of the leading clas-,es and of the younger 
generation have turned away from it. W e  know that the Church 
has lost its direct influence on public liie, but by waj of compensation 
Hitler has forced it to become more ' spiritual,' to bclicve in her 
full power, and to trust in her Head done ,  and so to gain new 
though indircct power on public life. Some of those ill other coun- 
tries who do not understand the Church conflict have blamed the 
Confessional Church for its reserve in the matter of politics. W e  
know, however, that our fight became the more political the more 
it kept away froin politics. 'This is the conscquencc of the enemy 
being the ' Heretical State.' 

'The blessing? resulting from the Church confict were for iiianj of 
us fighters so overwhelming that in some C;IWS it became a tempta- 
tion to prefer the state of war to that of peace. Indeed, at  the 
present time Germany is being moic and more purgcd of all religious 
indifferentism and developing into it country where one is either a 
coiiviriced Christian or a fanatical neo-pagan. The  Nazis, bound to 
the iron  la^^ of their ideology and its consequences, cannot recover 
what they missed at the beginning. ?bus Hider has lust the refi- 
g'ous battle once and for all. From time to time, i t  is true, he has 
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uttered threats of f ~ u n d i n g  a totally new Church, the Church of the 
so-called ' God-believers ' (so 'the Nazis who have left the Church 
call themselves). This is t,he Church of the new pagans, or, better, 
of the ,precursor of Antichrist, the Church of the apostates and false 
prophets whose creed is : ' God is Go,d and Adolf Hitlcr i.s his pro- 
phet,' which we of the Confessional Church call the ' Clirist-less,' 
magic Nazi religion. iBht this Church will always remain a paper 
threat. The  Nazis have neither streng-lh nor unanimity enough to 
carry it out. For they, toso, a re  descendants od modernism and ra- 
tionalism. And I am convinced that I-Iitler coulci devastate only one 
generation of German youth, and even that not without exceptions. 
'ffie next generation will probably be un-Christian, but in some de- 
gree ?.menable to missi,onary efforts. Only then will the Protestant 
Chur,ch of Germany be confIon,ted with the question whether it has 
preserved the fruit granted to it in the time of conflict. 'The proinise 
given to the Chsurch for this coniing time does not only rest on the 
blessing o f  the struggle, but also on the spiritual fact that in the 
K.ingcloin of God upon earth the future is not only determined by 
thc youth. I t  is also afected by those whom the world, i.e. tlie 
Nazis, think harmless : the old woman and the weak, the sick and 
the lowly, the unwise 2nd the powerless, those whom the Nazis al- 
lowed to keqp their Christianity because they regard it as the false 
religion of the weak and the foolish. 'Ihrough their faith there will 
in time to come be again a ,Chrisrian youth in Protestant Germany. 

The Church struggle has becii called a rearguard action of the 
Chuxh .  Certainly, such it is, but  from its beginning it is, at  the 
same time, an attack. In  niy parsonage, ;b,e,fore the open outbreak 
of the struggle, shortly before Whitsun 1933, thc first confession 
'of faith was  drafted on the lines of the Confcssional Church which 
was sovn to come into being (Confes s io~  of Weslpliri l iun Pastors, 
printed in ' Die Bekeiintnisse des Jahres 1933 ' by Professor I<. D. 
Schmidt, pp. 33-35). Afterwards Niemoeller, native of Westphalia, 
then in Berlin, signed tbe Confession. Both of us, Nieinoeller and I ,  
had been ordained almo'st simultarieously ministers of tlie Church 
in Westphalia in @; he  was then thirty, I forty years of age. I 
cite the fourth paragraph of the confesion, headed ' Of false .doc- 
trine and blasphemies.' 

I .  ' \\'e condemn, besides the old errors (such a s  Baptists, Dona- 
tists, Adventists, Pentecostist,s, etc.), the new error c,oncerning the 
first article of the Crecil ( i . e .  the Nazi Race Religion), and declare: 
All peoples ant1 races are under the curse wh'ch rests upon every- 
thing natural. No people (Volkstum) rctleenis itself out of the dcpt:hs 
of its being, for the depravity reachcs into thc tlepth. In the samc 
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nay ne condemn all ccclesiastical pronounwments o n  the order ot 
crea:ion and the Law o f  God which arc niatle apart from the Ciospel 
-they originate in the same error. 

2. ' M7e condemn the devaluation of Scriptiire according to moral 
points of v i m  and the exemplarity (Vorbildli~hkeit) of the Biblical 
historical matter. The  Bible is not a book of ideals, but of the reali- 
ties of sin and the proimise of grace, and does not admit of any 
eclecticnl ,principle through which the unity of the word of Revelation 
of the Old and New Testaments would he endangered. 

j. ' W e  condemn all minimising in the statements on Christ's 
work of Redemption because we acknowledge the full substitution of 
Christ, the shawe of the Cross, and the humiliation of sinful man, 
throiigh the mercy of Christ. Clericalism, and idealistic ideology of 
mediation, the racial Christianity (nr~gemoesses  Christenturn), the 
slognn of the German Christians-bla~plieiiie grace by minimising it. 

4. ' W e  contleimn the Church's Eex oF t e x h i n g  the doctrine and 
work 01 Christ. If the Church does not exercise its doctrinal office 
it loses the present and eternity a t  the same time, gives itself over 
:c the State, antl i5 guilty of the inner death of its congregatioiis 
antl their members. 

5 .  ' W e  condemn as  Liberalism a11 mixing a i d  confusion of the 
function of the Church with the function of the S ta te :  In the same 
way do we condemn as Liberalism the equation of the mission to 
the Jews with that to the Genti!es fur the sake of the eschatological 
position of Israel, and condemn the splitting of the Church which 
wants to separate the Jewish Christian from the Church of the Gen- 
tile Christians." 

' Lastly, we condemn the claim of the State to be totalitarian, which 
has its roots in the liberalist-idealistic false doctrine of the State 
(Fichte, Hegel, Marx).' 

Nazism is thoroughly perverted Christianity. There has never 
been 3 challenge of the Church like that, never. 

In the concentration camp where I had to live without the least bit 
of the visible Church I felt that  all the words of Scripture threatened 
to leave me. 

The enemies of C'hristianity have the same experience from the 
other side For  however much they may drive Chr;stianity back to 
the catacombs, they always meet its power in their own sphere. And 
Satan becomes infuriated when he feels that though he may be able 
to imprison the Church he is even then encircled by the Church, and 

2 Two m a l l  parts of this paragraph have been omitted because they are to-dny 

Yet I still heard One Voice saying: Follow Me. 

rather difficult to understand. 
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wherever he may turn he meets Christ and Christ's members. For 
we are living in a post-Christian world and in a5 much as the neo- 
pagan is worse than the old heathen, so the position of the revealed 
religion of the Triune God is more pqnverful than it was in the be- 
ginning of Christianity . 

T h u s  though Christendom be filled with unspeakable grief for the 
millions of lost and reprobate who have yielde'd to the modern temp- 
tation, yet so much brighter shines forth the glory of the grace of 
the Lsmb of God who alone is ' worthy to receive power and riches 
and wisdom and strength and honour and praise and glory.' 

THE REV. H .  P. EARENBERG, I'h.D., 

Somet ime Assistant Professor of 
Philosophy, Heidelberg [Jniversity. 

T H E  L I l ' U R G I C A L  M O V E h l E N T  I N  
G E R M A N Y  

TowsR~s  the close o f  the nineteenth century Ernest Renan wrote : 
' I have studied Germmy and believed I entered a temple. All I 
have found there is pure, elevated, moral, beautiful and moving. 0 
my sod ,  it is a treasure indeed, it is the continuation of Jesus 
Christ. Their morality fills me with admiration, how sweet and haw 
strong they are ! 1 believe that Christ will come to us  from there.' 
Vl'hat he meant by ' Christ ' was : 'A pure cult, a religion without 
priests and without exterior practices, resting entirely on the heart's 
feelings, on the imitation of God, on the immediate relation of our 
conscience with the Heavenly Fa ther  . . . Jesus founded religion in 
humanity a s  Socrates philosophy . . . Jesus founded absolute re- 
ligion, excluding nothing, determining nothing except the senti- 
ment.' Tha t  is oae of the strong currents which Germany sent into 
the mael5trom of modern European civilisation. Kant, Hegel, 
Strauss, /Baw, Goethe were the sources. 

In 1936 Ahbot Ildefons Herwegen spent four weeks in Italy. In 
an audience the late Pope said that he had himself been able ta 
establish that litui gical life in Germany was on the increase, and 
that this waq a strong support for Holy Church in these days of 
striie and sufl'ering. And this is another current of which Maria. 
Laach is the source. 

Europe is one. I ts  unity is not an opposition of races and nations 
overcome by commercial, diplomatic or ,cultural contacts, I t  is one 


