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g’llthm the closed world of your own selfish desires, still less in
Cﬁr?ttempts of men to build a city without its foundations in

N 5t. Look outwards and see yourselves as made for more than
Ur selves. Believe—and peace will be yours for ever.”

T & B

POINTS OF VIEW
PROBLEMS OF PEACE

To the Editor, THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT.

D
faf:f; Si;R: ‘Our Lady’s Catechist’ has raised a problem which is
eXcePt OFVer treach fully in leerlcal magazines and newspapers
lution icourse in the traditionally vaguc manner. Mr Nibb’s
Pproacl, $ no rt?al solutlox}. He arrives through a hu.man_lstlc
Cire to a kind of pacifism ad hoc, to be applied in given
Paciﬁsnslta‘nces. This is natural enough when he denies that
Is !)ut 011:: tnOt an essential element of Christianity. I assert there
" Thoy Sh:lllelpa':lﬁ}slm——ChnsUan pac:xf}smi}1 bl L widh
Y Whols ove the Lord thy Qod with thy who ¢ soul, wit
Qhristian mind . ., and thy neighbour as thyself,” which for
110'; I bu: gﬁo d?i evtfi:ything in Jesus and so to say: ‘I live now
_To g, —nust liveth in me’.
Ny (t)lgli °nd traditional teaching of nationalism and patriotism
for o Ii‘::lt cease, for such breeds greed, hatred, lies, desire
is < *0d war,
in(_)re 01's ?S to observe in two thousand years of Christianity,
s difg.  continuous war, with brief periods of worldly peace.
t 10t to believe if we had really accepted the implica-
o 231'—.8 words, ‘Peace I leave with you, my peace ,I
W, Ve Sho}l,ﬂclll’ Dot as the world giveth do I give unto you,
AT weea happier world than we now see. ‘My peace’ !
StNQW i ePCace anq receive our deserts. '
mAug“Stme are kcepmg the first Commandment we can vy1th
him ¢ direCtedO as we please’ for all our thoughts and actions
g, & assert0W3§d§ God, by God, because of our love of
by ting littlewt Chrlst.lan love and war are totally opposed, it
a Arouy, cther it be A.B.C. warfare, or war waged with
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Further, Mr Nibb’s advice follow ‘your own conscience’ se€®
to imply we may admit exceptions to the fifth Commandmet®
It would not be a big step from here to admit exceptions fof
the Commandments, which is absurd. .

To ‘Catechist’ all I can say is, if we really and truly 2o §
the implications of the Commandments without exceptions 3
reservations, then surely the Holy Spirit will certainly supply, uh
with all the correct answers. But this will mean suffering W8
as Christians we must embrace. For too long have we comprom”* 1
with materialism, seeking the good with evil tools. War 1 evt
and those who take the sword will perish by the sword.
Bardsey. Jonn P. McWaALTER

To the Editor, THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT.

DEAR Sir: I am very much interested in the point of view ©
Lady’s Catechist’ in the October issue of THE Lizk. a0
He speaks of the Church as our guide in faith and morals .
seems distressed that we are not given very explicit inStfuCtz of
as to our action in any given situation, for example,
R.A.F. members being called upon to drop atom bombs- et
I wonder if he is not asking more than the Church & 7ng

wisdom will give: Is it not truc that the Church, in ex¢f;
her function of guide, leaves room, and necessarily, for vin of
application of her thought: She wills to preserve our frece® M
decision and action—in short, our personal integrity s true
and women, while still pointing the way. 1o 38
To ask for a too-detailed pattern of action from her 18
that she create automatons of us, her members. ¢ kno™
In any situation, must we not proceed on the sum © d
ledge at our disposal, with trust in God, and a €O
unfettered expression of our personal freedom? thought
There are those who complain of the tyrann o 1iv°
exercised in the Church. There are, indeed, Cathohcsf xistfinc6
under such a tyranny. But it is a self-imposed for'n‘l Y i cntiaﬂY’
and a complete misconception of the Catholic spirit- =
it is a wrong idea of the meaning of ‘guide’. in the
Young men dedicated to the defence of their Count?éhetiﬂg
armedhservices stand in danger of vitiating their lives y
to such a point of view. .0-
New York? Rura B. ApaM ’
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