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Editors’ introduction: Special
issue on Turkish foreign
policy

Mustafa Aydin and Kemal Kirisci

The origins of this special issue go back to a series of panels entitled
“Turkish Foreign Policy in the 21st Century: Internal and External
Challenges and Future Prospects,” organized by the International Rela-
tions Council of Turkey for the 7th International Relations Conference
of Middle East Technical University in Ankara. Two common themes
emerged from these panels.

The first theme was centered on a discussion of the conspicuous
transformation that Turkish foreign policy has undergone in recent
years. In contrast to most of the 1990s, Turkish foreign policy in the
first decade of the twenty-first century has become increasingly coop-
erative with and conciliatory towards its neighborhood. This is a trend
that started roughly in the late' 1990s and was characterized first by a
rapprochement with Greece, followed by a similar process with Syria.
The peak of this transformation was probably the dramatic turnabout
and overhaul of Turkey’s Cyprus policy in early 2004. Turkey’s foreign
policy towards the Kurds of Iraq, on the one hand, and Armenia, on the
other, was showing early signs of potential reform, when the panels were
taking place in June of 2008. The visit of the Turkish President Abdul-
lah Giil to Yerevan in September of 2008 and to Iraq in March of 2009
were steps towards actualization of these signs and represented how far
this transformation of Turkish foreign policy would go.

The second theme centered on the actual study of Turkish foreign
policy. Panelist highlighted that, in parallel to the transformation of
the substance of Turkish foreign policy, there was also a marked change
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in the content of the academic literature focusing on Turkish foreign
policy. The traditionally descriptive literature, often driven by implicit
realist and geopolitics-based analysis, has been enriched by a much more
theoretically driven literature. Panelists and participants noted that stu-
dents of Turkish foreign policy were increasingly employing conceptual
and ‘theoretical approaches from the broader international relations
literature and applying it to the Turkish case. These ranged from con-
structivist and identity-based approaches to neo-realist and neo-liberal
approaches, including an increasing use of the concept of “Europeaniza-
tion” as an analyrtical tool to explain what drives Turkish foreign policy.

It is these two themes that encouraged us to take up the idea of a pub-
lication. We wished to put together a volume that would address both
the transformation of Turkish foreign policy in the substantive sense of
the word, but also reflect as much as possible the growing employment
of theory and conceptual tools in studying this transformation. We were
also motivated by a strong wish to contribute to a growing body of com-
petitive, conceptually sound and high-quality academic literature on
Turkish foreign policy.

Turkish foreign policy literature, from both a strictly academic and a
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policy-driven perspective, has been growing substantially in recent years.
Nevertheless, we believe that there is still much room to fill, and we hope
that this volume will make an important contribution of its own. Firstly,
there have not yet been attempts to chart out and discuss the extent of
the above-mentioned two themes that emerged from the panels held in
June of 2008. Secondly, the contributions to this volume are from se-
nior Turkish academics with a long record of observing Turkish foreign
policy. They are also academics with a deep personal acquaintance of its
aspects, as well as of foreign policy-makers. Thirdly, the volume offers
a tour d’horizon of major aspects of Turkish foreign policy-making and
important issues ranking high on its current agenda. Lastly, a conscious
and systematic effort was made to ensure that the contributions would
bring to the greatest possible extent theoretically driven explanations to
the analysis of these issues.

https://doi.org/10.1017/50896634600005185 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0896634600005185



