Appendix

The Institutional Terrain in the Analyzed Political Systems

The institutional factors outlined in Chapter 2 vary considerably
across the UK, German, Swiss, and US political systems (see Table
A1l for an overview). The different shapes and combinations of
institutional factors across these systems should produce major
differences in blame game interactions and, therefore, constitute
ideal institutional settings for examining and comparing how
democracies manage policy controversies. The UK system features
a relatively consolidated opposition consisting of a maximum of two
parties, a quite critical governing majority, in which ‘backbenchers’
frequently voice criticism against the government, restricted
conventions of resignation for ministers, and generally low direct
government involvement in policy issues. In the UK, blame
generation by opponents should mainly focus on administrative
actors and entities because ministers are hard to get hold of.
Incumbents, in turn, should not have much of a problem with
critical backbenchers because the overall blame directed at them
should be low and because they should possess ample blame-
deflection possibilities in policy sectors with low direct government
involvement. Germany exhibits a fragmented opposition, a loyal
governing majority, relatively extensive conventions of resignation,
and generally high direct government involvement. In Germany,
opponents, while being less consolidated than their UK peers, are
likely to focus their blame-generation efforts on incumbent ministers.
Although incumbents receive support from a loyal governing
majority, they should have greater difficulty defending themselves
during a blame game due to extensive resignation conventions and
generally high direct government involvement. Switzerland has
a consensus government that represents (almost) all parties. During
a blame game, some of these parties constitute a fragmented and
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208 Appendix

Table A2 Keywords used to identify relevant media coverage

Case Keywords

CSA Child Support Agency; CSA

METRONET  Metronet; tube lines; PFI

DOME Millennium Dome; the dome; millennium exhibition

NSU NSU; nationalsozialistischer Untergrund; national-
sozialistischer Untergrund

BER BER; Flughafen Berlin Brandenburg; BBI (Berlin
Brandenburg International)

DRONE Euro Hawk; Euro-Hawk; Drohnenaffire

CARLOS Carlos

TAX Unternehmenssteuerreform

EXPO Expo.01; Expo.02; Expo 01; Expo 02; Landesausstellung

HCT Mid Staffs; Mid Staffordshire NHS; David Nicholson

NITROFEN Nitrofen

MOB Marsch auf Bern; Ausschreitungen; Krawalle

VHA veterans affairs, veterans scandal

FLU vaccine; flu

SOLYNDRA  Solyndra

issue-specific opposition, while the other parties act as an issue-
specific, relatively loyal parliamentary ‘majority’. The Swiss
parliament cannot bring federal councilors to resign outside of
regular elections, and there is high direct government involvement
in many policy sectors. In this institutional setting, opponents are
unlikely to act cohesively and should not blame individual
councilors. Incumbents, in response, are likely to have little
difficulty staying out of a blame game. Finally, the US system
features a consolidated opposition consisting of one party, a rather
passive governing majority, rather extensive resignation conventions
for secretaries, however this ultimately depends on the leadership
style of the president, and generally low direct government
involvement in many policy sectors.
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