
whatever might hold us back and the renewed determination to continue in

the whole Christ following Christ the head ().

Grove next argues that the later books of De Trinitate show the fruits of the

understanding of the work of memory that Augustine has worked out in his

preaching. Books  and  ofDe Trinitate portray a seemingly individual, inte-

rior ascent to the divine Trinity through a series of Trinitarian images in the

human soul, the image of God. The best image at first appears to be the

soul’s memory, understanding, and will (love) of itself. But this ascent fails

because our understanding and love of ourselves are too impeded by sin,

so that the image of God in us is de-formed (deformis). Augustine thus

turns in Book  to faith in Christ. Beginning from faith, he locates a truer

image in memory, understanding, and love of God. That image is re-

formed in us through the work of memory in the graced life of the church,

in the “whole Christ,” through whom we participate in the life of the

Trinity. “This Christological mediator, unearthed in Augustine’s preaching,

provides the link between the failed interior triad of the human person and

the remembering-understanding-loving God that renews the broken and tar-

nished image of God” (–).

Augustine on Memory, though too difficult for students below the graduate

level, is indispensable for teachers concerned with Augustine’s rich and

complex theology of memory.
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One of the leading encyclicals penned by Pope Francis and released June

, , is Laudato Si’: On the Care for Our Common Home. Since its publi-

cation, this encyclical letter continues to enjoy wide readership and discus-

sion within pastoral and academic settings. The encyclical’s topic is climate

change and inequality, a major reality affecting planet Earth. The encyclical

focuses on large questions pertaining to the relationships among God,

humans, and the Earth. Joining in the discussion is theologian Daniel

R. DiLeo, who brings together twelve scholars from different theological back-

grounds to create a volume that responds to Laudato Si’ from a variety of

perspectives.
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DiLeo divides his compendium into five sections: part , “Background and

Reception”; part , “The Cosmos”; part , “Integral Ecology”; part :

“Ecological Conversion”; and part : “Catholic Social Ethics.” The volume out-

lines the theological and sociological contexts from which Laudato Si’

emerged and its reception, explores Francis’s understanding of nature,

history, and the future of the universe, unpacks the concept of “integral

ecology” and scholars’ use of interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary

approaches to understanding the interconnectedness of all things that exist,

offers reflections on how people can respond to the challenges posed by

the encyclical, and considers Laudato Si’ in the context of Catholic social

teaching. The rich and succinct contributions within each section incorporate

thought not only from theological perspectives but also from science, sociol-

ogy, cosmology, mysticism, and, of course, ecology.

While all sections and chapters of the volume make substantial contribu-

tions to the conversations on Laudato Si’, the two parts that are, perhaps,

most beneficial to readers are  and . Part  contextualizes Laudato Si’ to

emphasize that since , the time of Paul VI, the condition of the planet

remains a major pontifical concern. Laudato Si’, however, is the first encycli-

cal to deal squarely with the degradation of the planet, specifically, the causes,

effects, mindsets, structures, and economic systems at the root of planetary

devastation, and to define the challenges facing humanity and the changes

needed if the course of destruction is to be reversed and the planet healed.

To this end, the section on “Ecological Conversion” is the most compelling.

It presents a major needed shift in human consciousness, namely the shift

to an ecological consciousness, and a call to embrace not only certain quali-

ties accompanying this shift but also a new ecological virtue ethics. In my

view, the contributions in part  are visionary while capturing the vision of

Francis for a flourishing planet.

All of the essays celebrate Francis’s thought in Laudato Si’. They read with

the encyclical’s grain. What would push the ecological and theological fields

further, as well as papal thought, is to read against the grain of the encyclical

to challenge Francis’s vision even further. For instance, the encyclical’s use

and incorporation of Scripture reflects the method of proof texting and not

a critical hermeneutical approach that could strengthen this and other

church proclamations. Another example is Francis’s and the contributors’

repeated call for humanity to care for the planet when, in fact, this stance con-

tinues an anthropocentric posture that places the human in charge over the

natural world without deference to the fact that the relationship is one of

mutuality. Francis understands this point in the encyclical, but his expression

of it at times signals a bifurcation in thought still in need of transformation.

One last example is the economic one. Consider that electric car batteries
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are made from the resources of African nations, mined by wealthy nations to

create environmentally friendly alternatives that only wealthy people can

afford and enrich the profits of many empire nations’ companies. If another

section were added that critiques Francis’s thought more deeply, rigorously,

and broadly within the global geopolitical economic realities, then readers

would understand the heated economic debates around climate change

and come to realize that the world’s oligarchs could reverse our environmen-

tal course if they wanted to.

In sum, DiLeo’s volume is inspiring but both the contributors’ and

Francis’s thought do not push hard enough against the economic and

political powers at work that control and determine the course of our planet.
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Richard Lennan aptly deploys the agricultural metaphors of “seed” and

“tilling” to emphasize that the church, planted by God, is intended to grow

and change in history. This ecclesial development requires continual discern-

ment or, as Lennan describes it, attentive “tilling” that nurtures healthy

growth through unceasing efforts to respond to the guidance of the Holy

Spirit. Only thus can the church be the sacrament in history of the awaited

fullness of God’s reign.

The need for such tilling should not be a controversial point, though, unfor-

tunately, it is. A key contribution of this book is its thoroughly theological expla-

nation for why ecclesial change is both necessary and contentious. To be apostolic

is a task requiring that the churchmaintain the tradition inherited from the past in

ways appropriate to new circumstances. However, there is and can be no blue-

print guaranteeing that the church will achieve the proper balance that avoids

both the hegemony of the past stifling the church’s growth (perhaps even to

the point of killing the church!), on the one hand, and the embrace of newness

severing the church from its roots, on the other hand. Instead of seeking certainty,

the faithful must attend to the Holy Spirit’s ongoing work of interweaving past,

present, and future because this is the proper basis for discerning the ecclesial

change needed in each historical moment.

The argument of this book unfolds in six chapters through which Lennan

develops his richly theological account of the church as an event of grace
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