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Abstract

The history of the indigenous militia and its role in consolidating the native elite’s place in the
seventeenth-century colonial Philippines is an understudied topic. This paper addresses that gap.
Using lists of media anata payments gathered from the Contaduría section of the Archivo General
de Indias for the province of Laguna, this paper examines the beginnings of the native militia
and the positions that the native elite occupied. Based on the corresponding media anata tax that
these positions required, the author has listed the military ranks that native Filipinos assumed
from 1633 to 1700. The Spanish government relied heavily on native arms to support Spain’s expan-
sionary agenda, especially in the late sixteenth and early seventeenth century. Moreover, foreign
threats, the Spanish-Dutch wars, and the challenges posed by hostile indigenous groups in the
Philippines left the Spaniards with no choice but to rely on native arms to defend their position.
As the native militia developed and became a permanent feature of the seventeenth-century
Philippines, it gave rise to a space for the indigenous elite to exercise their roles as soldiers, enco-
menderos, and conquistadores in territories which remained on the periphery of the Spanish
empire in which they carved their niche.
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Introduction

On the eve of the Sangley1 revolt in 1603, Spanish governor-general Pedro de Acuña
ordered the establishment of infantry captaincies in the pueblos of Philippine natives
in Manila and surrounding provinces.2 An account of the revolt relates that “the governor
sent out his sargento mayor, Don Juan de Arceo, with two hundred infantrymen, eighty
cavalrymen, one hundred Pampangos, and four hundred Tagal indians, all with firearms
and two pieces of cannons.”3 In the 1639 Sangley uprising governor-general Sebastian
Hurtado de Corcuera reported that three thousand Tagalogs and one thousand
Pampangos were enlisted to help two hundred Spaniards suppress the insurrection.4

© The Author(s), 2023. Published by Cambridge University Press on behalf of Research Institute for History, Leiden University

1 The term sangley refers to the Chinese merchants from Southern China who arrived and settled in the
Philippines.

2 Pedro de Acuña, “The Sangley Insurrection,” in The Philippine Islands, 1493–1898, ed. Emma Blair and James
Alexander Robertson, 55 vols. (Manila: Bank of the Philippine Islands, 2000 [1903]), 12: 160.

3 “Relation of the Insurrection of the Chinese,” The Philippine Islands, 29: 208.
4 Jose Eugenio Borao Mateo, “Contextualizing the Pampango (and Cagayano) Soldiers in the Spanish Fortress

in Taiwan,” Anuario de Estudios Americanos 70:2 (July–December 2013), 589.
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From the beginning of the Spanish presence in the Asia-Pacific region, the Spaniards
relied upon the collaboration of indigenous groups to advance their imperial expansion
and stabilise their presence in the territories they had colonised. An indisputable sign
of their presence was the establishment of pueblos that were administered by natives.
Moreover, pueblos also deployed men whenever the Spaniards required help in their
military endeavours in uncolonised territories in the Philippines and in neighbouring
territories. Although at first the military collaboration of natives with Spaniards was
an ad hoc response to pressing emergencies like threats of invasion by foreigners or to
the demands of conquest, this military collaboration appeared to be standard practice
by the first half of the seventeenth century. Standard practice refers to the fact that
there were recognised ranks with corresponding dues that native officials paid when
they were appointed to those ranks. The period of standardisation in military appoint-
ments of natives coincides with the union of Spain and Portugal under one crown,
which faced compounded threats to their interests in the region. For Spain, the challenge
of local expeditions to hostile regions in the Philippines was compounded by the growing
menace of Dutch and other enemies of Portugal in the Asia Pacific. The Spaniards, there-
fore, had to deploy their scarce military to fight on different fronts. Because of the lack of
Spanish recruits to fill positions in the army, the Spanish government in the Philippines
had to make alliances with indigenous groups in colonised regions who could support
them with fighting men. The early institutionalisation of the native militia in the
Philippines in the first decade of the seventeenth century was part of Spain’s overall strat-
egy to win the contest for supremacy on the Asian side of the empire.5 The emergence of
the native militia under the leadership of the indigenous elite helped consolidate the
elite’s position in colonial society through military posts, benefits, and rewards accorded
to them.

This paper will examine the native militia in the Philippines in this period, focusing on
the province of Laguna de Bay, some ninety kilometres southeast of Manila. The bulk of
the sources come from lists of payments of the media anata from 1633 to 1700, culled from
the Contaduría section of the Archivo General de Indias. The media anata was a tax
imposed on people who occupied a post in government or the military, or anyone who
received a benefit from the government. The amount was equivalent to half-a-year’s sal-
ary. Spain originated this tax in 1631 and it was applied two years later in the
Philippines.6

While earlier works have delved into the emergence of the principalía (indigenous elite)
linked to their political roles in the pueblo, Philippine historiography has not examined
exhaustively their role as soldiers in the nascent colonial military structure in the
seventeenth-century Spanish Philippines. This paper argues that the military role of
the Philippine indigenous elite strengthened their position in colonial society and was
a continuation of their pre-Hispanic role as military leaders. Although the military dimen-
sion was important in shaping their role in colonial society, scholarship on the
Philippines has not fully examined it. The paper aims to fill this gap to complete our
understanding of the part that indigenous leaders played and the space that allowed
them to exercise power in Spanish Philippines.

In this paper I discuss the structure of the Philippine native militia from its inception
in the seventeenth century as a stable source of manpower for the Spanish army in the

5 Abisai Perez, “Law, War, Imperial Competition, and the Colonial Foundations of the Sixteenth-Century
Philippines,” Philippine Studies: Historical & Ethnographic Viewpoints 69:3 (1 Sept. 2021), 397–426, https://doi.org/
10.1353/phs.2021.0024.

6 Alberto David Leiva, “La aplicación de la media anata en el Río de la Plata,” Revista Chilena de Historia del
Derecho 13 (1987), 269–83.
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region. Next, I investigate the careers of individual native elites who held officer positions
in the militia. Using microhistory, I examine the careers of the elite who became maestres
de campo, or field marshals, and consider the position of the Filipino indigenous elite in
the Spanish colonial and military activities in the Pacific in the early modern era.
While the native militia was a colonial structure, the Spaniards relied on existing
pre-Hispanic ties and social structure to guarantee they had men for their military endea-
vours, using the native elite to recruit fighting men. This reliance on the native elite and
their network of followers to aid the Spanish in fighting wars and ensuring peace bol-
stered the position of the indigenous elite and enabled them to gain power that went
beyond the realm of the military. I have reduced the scope of this study to focus on
one Tagalog province. I believe this geographic region, due to its proximity to the colonial
capital, will be illustrative of indigenous experiences in other neighbouring provinces in
lowland Luzon.

The Indigenous Elite of the Philippines

Throughout their colonies, the Spaniards forged alliances with indigenous leaders to
advance their conquest. In the Philippines the first conquistadores allied with native lea-
ders of barangays, the smallest political unit, made up of thirty to one hundred families.
The barangay was led by a datu. Indigenous leaders in the precolonial barangay performed
political, military, religious, and economic roles.7 The datu was chief in his barangay and
in charge of peace, justice, and economic life. He was aided by freemen (Tagalog maharlika
or Visayan timawa). One of the duties of the freemen was to take up arms for their datus.
At the bottom of the social structure were slaves, or alipin. The cause of slavery was usu-
ally debt or capture in war. There were different categories of slaves. Some were allowed
relative freedom to own property. Others were totally dependent on their masters.
Barangays in the Philippines were generally autonomous. Except for the existing sulta-
nates in the south like Maguindanao and Sulu, the datu’s jurisdiction was limited to
the confines of his barangay. Some neighbouring barangays and their chiefs joined in a
territory called bayan and the chiefs in the bayan would be ranked according to wealth
and military power.8 Bayans like precolonial Manila could be the site of chiefdoms, typ-
ically ruled by a rajah or lakan. Sometimes barangays banded together to engage an
enemy in battle. The natives waged war and raiding campaigns against other barangays
to settle grievances. And they honoured their men for bravery in battle by holding feasts
and remembered their valour for the rest of their lives.9

The indigenous elite’s role gradually transformed when the Spaniards arrived in the
Philippines. Once the role of the native elite was clarified when the Synod of Manila cla-
moured for respect for indigenous authority,10 the early colonial era saw the transform-
ation of the datu to a cabeza de barangay (chief of the barangay) or gobernadorcillo or
gobernador de naturales, the head of the pueblo. Phelan discusses the transformation of
the Philippine native elite in terms of their political role in the Spanish colony.11

Sánchez likewise discusses the native elite or principalia with respect to their roles in

7 William Henry Scott, Barangay: Sixteenth-Century Philippine Culture and Society (Quezon City: Ateneo de Manila
University Press, 1994), 221–2.

8 Scott, Barangay, 220.
9 Ibid., 231.
10 Luís Angel Sánchez Gómez, “Las élites nativas y la construcción colonial de Filipinas (1565–1789),” in Espana

y el Pacifico Legazpi, ed. Leoncio Cabrero, 2 vols. (Madrid: Sociedad Estatal de Conmemoraciones Culturales, 2004),
2: 37–70.

11 See chapter 9, John Leddy Phelan, The Hispanization of the Philippines: Spanish Aims and Filipino Responses, 1565–
1700 (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1959).
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the governance of the pueblo de indios but does not tackle the native leaders’ gradual
incorporation into the militia.12 More recently, Perez contextualised the emergence of
the Philippine principalia within the rise of pro-Indianist thought among Spanish thinkers,
which saw the indios as potential allies.13 The political jurisdiction of these native allies
was limited to local government and administration of justice in their pueblos.

The Spanish government retained the barangay as the smallest unit of tribute collec-
tion. Each barangay was headed by a cabeza. A number of barangays formed a pueblo,
headed by the native gobernadorcillo. In the seventeenth century, the indigenous leaders
in the pueblos and the barangays also had to answer Spain’s call for arms through the
native militias established in the provinces surrounding Manila. The elite found a space
to exercise military power through the positions they occupied in the militia.

The Native Militia: Aiding the Spanish Empire’s Aims

Long neglected in the historiography of Spanish America, military collaboration between
Spaniards and their native allies, indios amigos, has been the subject of a growing body of
works in recent years. This kind of collaboration had made the conquest of vast regions in
Latin America possible. Apart from fighting, the indigenous allies also pacified regions and
ensured that pacified territories remained secure.14 The number of native soldiers and
noncombatant aides that supported Spanish military activities throughout the sixteenth
century was staggering.15 Although in recent years, more works examining the roles of
native allies in the conquest and colonisation of Latin America have emerged, only a
few have focused on the military structure that these native allies occupied. The study
of the flecheros, natives from Indian pueblos that provided military service to the
Spaniards in Nueva Galicia, looks at the institutionalisation of this group, which arose
to abate conflicts with Chichimecos in the mining region north of New Spain.16

Güereca has done a comprehensive study of the history and structure of the native mili-
tias in New Spain.17 Interestingly, she mentions that in the eighteenth century the native
militias became an official institution across Mexico, but in some regions the militia was
established earlier, as in the distant regions of Nueva Tlaxcala, Sinaloa, and Sonora. The
native militias in the Philippines were like those in the peripheral regions of New Spain.
As in those far-flung areas, the Tagalog and Pampanga militias of the Philippines were
established officially early in the seventeenth century. This early institutionalisation of
the Philippine native militias was due to the kind of military activities and the ongoing
threats the Spanish colony faced.

Although the history of imperial powers show their reliance on indigenous allies,
Philippine historiography has not focused on this theme.18 At best, earlier works have
acknowledged the importance of Spanish military activities in the formation of
the Philippine military but do not discuss the native militia before the nineteenth

12 Sánchez Gómez, “Las élites nativas.”
13 Perez, “Law, War, Imperial Competition.”
14 Michel Oudijk and Matthew Restall, “Mesoamerican Conquistadors in the Sixteenth Century,” in Indian

Conquistadors: Indigenous Allies in the Conquest of Mesoamerica, ed. Laura E. Matthew and Michael R. Oudijk
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2007), 33.

15 Ibid, 32.
16 Bret Blosser, “By the Force of Their Lives and the Spilling of Blood: Flechero Service and Political Leverage

on a Nueva Galicia Frontier,” in Indian Conquistadors, 289.
17 Raquel Güereca Durán, Milicias indígenas en la Nueva España (Mexico: Universidad Nacional Autónoma de

Mexico, 2018).
18 Karl Hack and Tobias Rettig, Colonial Armies in Southeast Asia (Oxon: Routledge, 2006).
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century.19 The tardy focus of Philippine historiography on indigenous roles in Spanish
military activities may be attributable to Filipino historians’ framing of the discussion
within the grand narrative of resistance to and liberation from imperial powers.20 This
framework glossed over those native activities that seemed to support the expansion of
the Spanish Empire in the Philippines. More recently historians of the early modern
Pacific have begun exploring native military activities within the Spanish army, but
these studies are few and focus on the Pampangos whom the Spaniards recruited from
the late sixteenth century to aid them in their expeditions and wars.21 The Spanish regard
for the Pampangos’ military prowess grew especially during the Spanish-Dutch War as
they helped the Spanish army fend off the Dutch threat in the region. Borao studied
the progressive recruitment of Pampangos and Cagayanos to the militia from the six-
teenth century and described them as volunteers.22 Mawson discussed the recruitment
of ordinary indigenous fighters and their possible motivations for enlisting, distinguishing
the native elite who gained rewards from ordinary natives who enlisted to pay debt obli-
gations.23 There are a few attempts to examine the roles of individual native elites in the
military, such as the maestres de campo and their responses to Spanish policies. Nicholas Sy
argues that the maestres de campo exercised both military and political authority beyond
the confines of their pueblos. These native maestres de campo enjoyed privileges like pres-
tige and rewards in the form of encomiendas.24

Scholars are silent about the Philippine native militia in the eighteenth century except
for some mention of the multiethnic army that the Spanish government assembled to
fight the British when they invaded Manila during the Seven Years’War.25 In a more com-
prehensive study of the Filipinos in the Spanish army in the nineteenth century, Sophia
Marco discussed the systematic recruitment of non-elite Filipinos in the Spanish colonial
army through the policy called contribución de sangre, literally blood tax, which referred to
the compulsory drafting of men from the towns. Marco’s article focuses on the state-
propelled recruitment that no longer relied heavily on the Philippine native elite.26

What is missing in the literature is a discussion of the native elite involvement in the

19 Alfred McCoy, “The Colonial Origins of Philippine Military Traditions,” in The Philippine Revolution of 1896:
Ordinary Lives in Extraordinary Times, ed. Florentino Rodao and Felice Noelle Rodriguez (Quezon City: Ateneo de
Manila University Press, 2001), 83–124; Hack and Rettig, Colonial Armies in Southeast Asia.

20 Renato Constantino and Letizia R. Constantino, The Philippines: A Past Revisited (Quezon City: Tala Pub.
Services, 1975), 11.

21 See Jose Eugenio Borao Mateo, “Filipinos in the Spanish Colonial Army during the Dutch Wars (1600–1648),”
in More Hispanic than We Admit: Insights into Philippine Cultural History, ed. Isaac Donoso (Quezon City: Vibal
Foundation, 2008), 79–105; Borao, “Contextualizing the Pampango”; Stephanie Mawson, “Philippine Indios in
the Service of Empire: Indigenous Soldiers and Contingent Loyalty, 1600–1700,” Ethnohistory 63:2 (April 2016),
381–413; José María Fernández Palacios, “El papel activo de los indígenas en la conquista y defensa de las
islas Filipinas: las compañías pampangas en el siglo XVII,” in Un mar de islas, un mar de gentes: población y diversidad
en las islas Filipinas, ed. Marta Maria Manchado Lopez and Miguel Luque Talavan (Cordoba: Universidad de
Cordoba, 2014), 99–125.

22 Borao, “Contextualizing the Pampango,” 602.
23 Mawson, “Philippine Indios,” 381.
24 Nicholas Sy, “Staff of Command: Indigenous Ambitions at the Spanish Empire’s Eastern Frontier,” paper

presented in the webinar Local Responses to Spanish Colonization: The Cases of Andres Malong and Andres
Lopez, National Quincentennial Committee, 28 April 2021, https://www.facebook.com/nqc2021/videos/
3134267583463973; Luciano Santiago, “The Filipino Indios Encomenderos (ca. 1620–1711),” Philippine Quarterly
of Culture and Society 18:3 (September 1990), 162–84.

25 Rainer F. Buschmann et al., Navigating the Spanish Lake: The Pacific in the Iberian World, 1521–1898 (Honolulu:
University of Hawai‘i Press, 2014); Kristie Patricia Flannery, “Battlefield Diplomacy and Empire-Building in the
Indo-Pacific World during the Seven Years’ War,” Itinerario 40:3 (2016), 467–88.

26 Sophia B. Marco, “Contribución de Sangre: Military Service of Filipinos in the Late 19th Century Colonial
Army,” Filipinas: Journal of the Philippine Studies Association 3 (2020): 59–80.
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militia and the Philippine native militia as an institution that continually provided
fighting men for the Spanish army.

Origins of Native Military Collaboration

Military collaboration between indigenous groups and Spaniards began as soon as the
Spaniards started expanding their domains in the Pacific region. When Miguel Lopez de
Legazpi settled in the Visayan islands of Cebu and Panay in 1565 and 1569, native groups
helped him reconnoitre the region. In 1571, six hundred Visayans accompanied 110
Spaniards in Martin de Goiti’s first expedition to Manila.27 Legazpi and his successors
sent endless requests to the king of Spain to deploy forces to the Philippines to ensure
the continuity of the conquest and to secure the colony. But recruits from Spain and
Mexico were never enough to meet the need of the Philippine colony. Native arms helped
the Spaniards not only in expeditions within the Philippines and neighbouring islands but
also in the fight against Chinese corsair Limahong.28

The shortage of recruits from Spain and Mexico was always a problem for the Spanish
government in the Philippines. The few Spaniards in the Philippines were not attracted to
serve in the military. In 1613, Juan de Silva observed that some of the good soldiers would
rather settle in Malacca to engage in trade.29 The years 1630 to 1634 saw a slump in the
number of Spaniards who arrived in the Philippines just when there was a need for able-
bodied men to secure the territory.30 In a desperate attempt to produce soldiers, the gov-
ernment even tried to create a recruitment programme from among orphaned Spanish
and mestizo students in the Dominican school San Juan de Letrán in the first half of
the seventeenth century.31 However, the government lamented that the recruits who
were conscripted from New Spain were not satisfactory, as many of them were either con-
victs or not Spaniards. Governor-general Diego Fajardo, who ruled the Philippines from
1644 to 1653, believed that the Pampangos recruited to the army were not enough.32

Meanwhile the Spaniards had to battle on all fronts keeping invaders at bay, while ensur-
ing that the local populations were under control.

From 1575 to 1644 the native soldiers deployed in separate expeditions to Philippine
regions and nearby Borneo, Moluccas, Taiwan, and others outnumbered the Spanish con-
tingent.33 Native soldiers were recruited to fight defensive wars, aid in expeditions, and
serve in the standing armies that secured presidios. The soldiers from Pampanga,
Tagalog regions, and others were paid a salary and had their own native officers.34 It is
uncertain when native soldiers officially formed part of the standing armies to guard
the presidios in the Philippines. But as early as 1603, there were native infantry captain-
cies to fight the Sangley threat to the Spanish foothold in the Philippines. In 1632, long
after the Sangley uprising, a report indicated that there were native companies that
guarded the presidios.35 However, there is no certainty that there were Tagalogs deployed
to these fortresses. Native militias were also recruited to help Spaniards fight the Dutch

27 “Relation of the Voyage to Luzon,” The Philippine Islands, 3:80.
28 Borao, “Filipinos in the Spanish Colonial Army,” 80–1.
29 Archivo General de Indias, Seville [hereafter AGI], Filipinas 329, libro 2, 172v; Ostwald Sales Colin

Kortajarena, “La producción de soldados en Filipinas encauzada por la Orden de Predicadores: 1610–1648,”
Estudios De Asia Y África 55:2 (2020), 366, https://doi.org/10.24201/eaa.v55i2.2504.

30 Sales Colin, “La producción de soldados,” 381.
31 Ibid.
32 Filipinas 330, libro 4, 226r, cited in Sales Colin, “La producción de soldados,” 381.
33 Borao, “Filipinos in the Spanish Colonial Army,” 80–2.
34 Mawson, “Philippine Indios,” 386.
35 Mawson, “Philippine Indios,” 388; AGI, Filipinas, legajo 22, ramo 1, num. 1, fols. 112–14v.
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throughout the first half of the seventeenth century. Borao noted that this era marked a
new phase in the recruitment of natives to the Spanish army as the Spaniards faced a new
threat to their power in the Pacific.36 In 1606, Tagalog and Pampango recruits accompan-
ied the Spaniards on the Moluccas expedition, which aimed to engage the Dutch in
battle.37 We can assume that a number of these Tagalogs came from the Laguna province
because it was among the few Tagalog provinces that had been organised into pueblos.
Recruits from other native groups were deployed in local expeditions organised to
advance the conquest of the islands.38 Even after the end of the Hispano-Dutch war,
there was an ongoing need for native arms to quell local uprisings in various parts of
the Philippines.39 Thus, the recruitment of indigenous soldiers continued throughout
the seventeenth century, reaching the highest numbers in the time of governors-general
Sebastian Hurtado de Corcuera and Diego Fajardo (1635–1654).40 When the British invaded
Manila in 1762, governor-general Simon de Anda raised an army made up of native mili-
tias and companies of Sangleys and mestizo troops to battle against the British army,
which was also made up of various ethnicities assembled from its own colonies.41

Recruitment through the Native Elite

Governor-general Pedro de Acuña described how he recruited natives to the military and
how he treated them:

I wrote to the alcaldes-mayor and the fathers; they sent me a memorandum of those
who appeared to them most fit, saying that they had told them that they should
immediately get their people ready and well-armed, each one with rations for a
month. While this was being agreed upon, the uprising took place, and this precau-
tion was of the greatest importance; for they were able to come without delay, and be
of so much use that without them I know not what would have happened. . . . I have
made much of them, given them presents, and thanked them for what they have
done, for which they are grateful and contented with whatever may come to them.42

At the beginning of the seventeenth century and possibly before that, both Spanish
officials and religious missionaries in charge of the pueblos identified those native leaders
who could help the Spaniards in their expeditions and wars. These indigenous leaders
took their men in tow to whatever battle they were to wage. The Spaniards used the exist-
ing form of datu–timawa (freemen) relations, which were carried over into the seven-
teenth century, to wage war against their enemies. With reference to the recruitment
of Pampangos, Borao argued that the Spanish motivated the natives to join their forces
by rallying for aims that matched local aspirations, like the defence of their territory,
booty, revenge against enemies, and rewards.43 The indigenous elite’s role in recruiting
men to serve in the military was crucial even up to the eighteenth century, despite
Spanish attempts to reform the recruitment system.44 It was only towards the end of

36 Borao, “Filipinos in the Spanish Colonial Army,” 90.
37 Ibid, 91.
38 Ibid.
39 Gregorio Zaide, Philippine Political and Cultural History: The Philippines since Pre-Spanish Times, rev. ed. (Manila:

Philippine Education Company, 1957), 347–54.
40 Borao, “Filipinos in the Spanish Colonial Army,” 91.
41 Buschmann, Navigating the Spanish Lake, 67–71; Flannery, “Battlefield Diplomacy.”
42 Acuña, “The Sangley Insurrection,” 160.
43 Borao, “Filipinos in the Spanish Colonial Army.”
44 Marco, “Contribución de Sangre,” 63.
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the eighteenth century that reforms gradually took effect. Finally, in the nineteenth cen-
tury, the state ceased to count on the native elite as recruiters with the establishment of a
more centralised recruitment process. In the seventeenth century, Spain’s heavy reliance
on the native elite both in the governance of towns and military recruitment enabled this
social class to carve their position in colonial society. Still the Spanish military attempted
some uniformity and standardisation in the native militia by ranking the officers, possibly
before 1633. These elites were ranked as maestre de campo, capitán, sargento, and so on.

Among the groups deployed to aid the Spanish armies in their military campaigns and
conquests were the Tagalogs of Luzon. One of the Tagalog provinces that fielded their elite
to the military from the beginning of the seventeenth century was Laguna. The earliest
contact of Laguna natives with the Spaniards happened in 1571 when Juan de Salcedo,
accompanied by some Spaniards and natives called Sogbohanin, made inroads into the
lake region. After a few skirmishes with the natives in the towns surrounding the lake,
the Spanish contingent established alliances. The region came to be known as Laguna
de Bay after the prominent town of Bay, one of the first that welcomed the Spaniards.
By 1588, Laguna was an alcaldía (geographical region governed by an alcalde mayor)
with eleven thousand tribute-paying inhabitants and twelve houses for Franciscan and
Augustinian missionaries.45 Tribute was a form of tax collected from pueblo inhabitants.
One tribute could be equivalent to one family (husband, wife, and children) or to an adult,
single man or woman. Some pueblo inhabitants could be exempt from paying tribute
depending on their position in society or age.46

The Native Elite in the Militia of Laguna

The main research source on the military appointments of native elites from Laguna are
the yearly financial reports of the Real Hacienda compiled in the Contaduría section of the
Archivo General de Indias. The records span almost three-quarters of the seventeenth
century, from 1633 to 1700. I have also perused contemporary accounts from secular
and religious sources. Like other government officials, the natives, Sangleys, and
Spaniards who held military posts were bound to pay the media anata tax upon their
appointment. The media anata was imposed by Philip IV in 1631 in a bid to collect
more tax for the royal coffers.47 The tax was later applied in all the colonies and was
paid by anyone who received privileges from the Spanish government. The Real
Hacienda’s yearly financial report sent to the Consejo de Indias listed the natives who
paid their media anata. Each payment entry includes details on the payer, their proven-
ance, and the reason for payment. Entries of payments coming from Laguna natives
who received appointments as officers were first registered in 1634.48

Since the registration provided details about the posts being paid for, it has been pos-
sible to list the positions that native officers occupied in the militia and present its organ-
isation in a diagram. Each town in Laguna had a company of natives headed by a captain.
Together, these companies were under the authority of a native maestre de campo. This is
deduced from the list of media anata payments indicating that the maestre de campo was
either a leader for the naturales de la provincia, i.e., for all the natives of the province,
or maestre de campo general de los naturales del pueblo, with only the pueblo company

45 Domingo de Salazar, “Relations of the Philippines,” The Philippine Islands, 7: 39.
46 Nicholas P. Cushner, Spain in the Philippines: From Conquest to Revolution (Quezon City; Rutland, Vermont and

Tokyo: Institute of Philippine Culture, Ateneo de Manila University Press and Charles E. Tuttle Co, Inc., 1971), 104.
47 Leiva, “La aplicación de la media anata,” 269.
48 AGI, Caja de Filipinas, Cuentas, 1634, Contaduría, 1216.
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under his command. Those who held officer posts were usually elites of the pueblos.
Frequently, these elites also held posts in the town government.

The chart in Figure 2 enumerates the military posts according to different levels: pro-
vincial, sub-provincial (i.e., covering some pueblos), and pueblo level. I have arranged the
hierarchy according to the cost of the media anata that native officers paid.

Aside from the provincial level of command, the militia was also structured to cover
sub-provincial commands that grouped upland and lowland pueblos together. An overall
maestre de campo headed the provincial militia, which included all the pueblo militias. By
law, the governor-general appointed officers to the native militia.49

More study is needed to understand the specific functions of the posts in the militia.
The maestre de campo appear more frequently in the literature because they had more
transactions with the government. For instance, a few requested privileges like tribute
exemptions or encomiendas.50 Still, little is known about the duties of the native maestre
de campo. In the Spanish army the maestre de campo was a high official in command of the
tercio, regiments made up of three thousand men.51 He relayed orders from the highest
command to the officers under him and took charge of the administration of the

Figure 1. Map of Laguna province in 2022
Laguna, “PhilAtlas,” 2022, accessed 29 March 2023, https://www.philatlas.com/luzon/r04a/laguna.html.

49 Sy, “Staff of Command,” 10.
50 Santiago, “Filipino Indios Encomenderos.”
51 The tercio and the post of maestre de campo were created by Charles I of Spain in 1536. Fernando Gonzalez de

Leon, “Spanish Military Power and the Military Revolution,” in Early Modern Military History, 1450–1815, ed. Geoff
Mortimer (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2004), 32.
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Figure 2. Positions of native officers in the militia

of Laguna. Chart created by the author based on

media anata payments. AGI, Contaduría, 1206 to

1247.
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regiments in the tercio. The tercio became powerful and well-organized in seventeenth-
century Spain, in charge of ensuring the security of the peninsula.52 Since the Spaniards
exported this structure to the Pacific, we can presume that indigenous maestre de campo
likewise functioned as a field marshal.53

Little else is known about the functions that the sub-officers performed. In the Spanish
tercio, the sergeant major was second to the maestre de campo and in charge of passing
orders to the other officers. He also organised the movement of troops.54 In Mexico,
the indigenous captain’s task was to assemble the members of his company every so
often and make sure that his men had enough weapons. At the frontier region of
Colotlán, the company assembled every fifteen days for training.55 This practice might
have been observed in regions beset by raiding bands from the Muslim south, but not
in relatively more peaceful Tagalog inland regions like Laguna.

The organogram in Figure 3 depicts the structure of the Spanish army in the peninsula
in the seventeenth century. We can see some similar posts also existed in the native mil-
itia. I have highlighted the posts that are like those that existed in the native militia, at
least based on the entries of the accounts of the Royal Hacienda.

The teniente in the provincial, sub-provincial, and pueblo levels was the second in com-
mand.56 The capitán was directly in command of a company of soldiers. The cabo was a
corporal, while the sargento was an officer of the lowest rank.57 I have found appointments
of people to the post capitán and cabo of the pueblo. And at other times, the gobernador de
naturales of the pueblo could also be the capitán.

Elites from the different pueblos of the province filled the command posts in the pro-
vincial militia. The posts in the pueblo level refer to military commands within their
pueblo of residence. Each post had a corresponding media anata tax. The schedule of
rates is shown in Figure 4.

Additionally, these entries provide pertinent details on the people appointed as militia
officers. Each entry identifies the person who made the payment, their ethnicity (native,
Sangley, Spaniard, mestizo, etc.), their provenance, and other pertinent details like the
purpose for the payment, the name of the guarantor (if there was any), the payee’s reli-
gion (especially in the case of Sangleys). Most of those who were appointed to military
posts were identified with the title “Don.” A few did not have this title before their
names, possibly due to the scribe’s oversight. The officials were recruited from the
pueblos, and most of them were identified as natural y principal, or native and elite, of
their respective pueblos. Some held civil posts in the local government as gobernador,
teniente, or other official. From the records it does not look like there was a limit to
the number of years one could occupy a military post. Some resigned and were replaced.
Even some smaller neighbourhoods called visita had a militia with its own native
captain.58

52 Lorraine White, “The Experience of Spain’s Early Modern Soldiers: Combat, Welfare and Violence,” War in
History 9:1 (2002), 1–38.

53 For definition of terms see Jorge d’ Wartelet, Diccionario Militar (Madrid: Imprenta de Don Luis Palacios,
1863); Manuel Josef de Ayala, Diccionario de Gobierno y Legislacion de Indias, vol. 13 (Madrid: Agencia Espanola
de Cooperacion Internacional, 1996).

54 Ignacio Lopez and Ivan Notario Lopez, The Spanish Tercios 1536–1704 (London: Bloomsbury Publishing,
2012), 14.

55 Güereca, Milicias indígenas, 134.
56 Ayala, Diccionario de Gobierno; Wartelet, Diccionario Militar.
57 Ibid.
58 The visita was a neighbourhood that was part of the pueblo but far from the centre of the pueblo. The friar

missionary visited it occasionally, hence the name visita.
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Most payments registered in the media anata lists were for appointments as capitán de
infantería. The person appointed as captain of a company of soldiers of a specific pueblo
usually hailed from the same pueblo and was a principal of that pueblo. The Spaniards
relied on almost all ethnicities to form their own militia. Chinese mestizo officers in
the militia of Laguna appeared in the record for the first time in 1678. However, there
were mestizos appointed as maestre de campo earlier in the 1650s in areas surrounding
Manila.

Media anata payments by native officers in this period show that some pueblos had
more officers in the militia than others. A few pueblos not only had officers for their
respective pueblo militias but also supplied officers to the provincial militia. Table 1
lists towns with the number of native officers who paid their media anata from the
1630s to 1700. The source is limited because there is no guarantee of accurate record-
keeping. For instance, there were records of payments for earlier years recorded a later
year. In any case, the records are indicative of the continuous appointments to positions
in the native militia for the period, with most payments received in the 1680s. From 1633
to 1700 Lumban pueblo had the largest number of native officers submitting their pay-
ments of media anata for their positions in pueblo and provincial commands. I have

Figure 3. Structure of the Spanish peninsular tercio in the seventeenth century. Redrawn chart by the author based

on “Organización de un tercio”59

59 Terciospaña, Organización de un tercio, Wikipedia, accessed 29 March 2023, https://commons.wikimedia.org/
w/index.php?curid=10768075.
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grouped the appointments into ten-year periods, extending the beginning to 1630. I also
indicate the foundation year of each town, i.e., when the town had its own native governor
and, presumably, enough tributes to deploy residents to the militia.60

We can draw several observations from the data in Table 1 illustrated on the bar graph
(figure 4). Of the towns listed, only four of them had not been founded officially as towns
by 1633 when the royal treasury began collecting media anata payments from native offi-
cials. The number of officials from Laguna, especially from Lumban, increased steadily
from 1633 to 1700, reaching its peak in the 1680s, when thirty native residents of the
town submitted their media anata payments for different local and provincial posts in
the militia. It also boasted of having the greatest number of maestres de campo in the
whole province.

Figure 4. Amount of media anata paid for different posts in the native militia. Chart created by the author, based on

entries of the financial reports from 1634–1700 in AGI, Contaduría,1206 to 1247.

60 The ideal number was five hundred tributes but many towns had less than that. See Noble David Cook and
Alexandra Parma Cook, People of the Volcano: Andean Counterpoint in the Colca Valley of Peru (Durham and London:
Duke University Press, 2007), 92.
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Table 1. Number of Native Officers Who Paid Their Media Anata for Positions in the Militia, 1630–1700.61

Name of pueblo Foundation year 1630–39 1640–49 1650–59 1660–69 1670–79 1680–89 1690–1700 Total

Bay 1571 5 4 1 1 3 6 5 25

Lumban 1578 10 13 10 7 16 30 26 112

Majayjay 1578 2 4 8 10 1 25

Morong 1578 2 1 2 1 6

Nagcarlan 1578 7 6 4 6 6 9 2 40

Pila 1578 2 3 2 2 2 11

Panguil 1579 7 7 16 5 8 4 2 49

Siniloan 1579 5 5 2 2 13 27

Pililla 1583 1 5 1 4 2 13

San Pablo 1586 1 1 1 3 6

Paete 1602 4 3 7 2 6 8 2 32

Sta. Cruz 1602 5 0 2 3 1 2 1 14

Sta Maria Caboan 1602 2 2

Lilio 1605 2 1 2 2 2 9

Tanay 1606 0

Baras 1616 1 1

Mabitac 1618 3 1 2 5 3 2 16

Cavinti 1619 1 3 1 4 1 10

Binangonan 1621 0

61 Grace Liza Y. Concepcion, “Conflict, Negotiation, and Collaboration in Colonial Spaces: The Pueblos of Laguna in the Early Spanish Period, 1571–1700.” Doctoral Dissertation,
University of the Philippines Diliman, 2017, 298–299; AGI, Caja de Filipinas, Cuentas, Contaduría, 1206–1247.
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Los Baños 1640 0

Longos 1669 1 2 3

Pagsanjan 1668 1 1

Paquil 1676 2 1 3

Unknown provenance 1 1 2

Total 57 42 66 51 50 92 49 407
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The number of tributes and location were contributing factors to account for the
number of appointments to military posts. Lumban pueblo was among those with
the larger tribute counts and had the greatest number of media anata payments for
militia posts.62 In the mid-1600s, Lumban, Majayjay, and Nagcarlan were the
largest pueblos of Laguna. The maestres de campo of the provincial native militia hailed
from these towns. But tribute numbers alone did not fully account for the number of
officers appointed to the militia. Geography and internal power dynamics within the
province seemed to be weightier factors. The case of Lumban pueblo best illustrates
the interplay of location and internal politics that may have influenced native officer
appointments.

Lumban was conveniently close to the provincial capital, Pagsanjan, where Chinese
merchants had established their community. The pueblo was strategically located on
the coast of Laguna de Bay and by the Lumban river, one of the navigable rivers of
Laguna. It opened to a well-known route to southern Luzon leading to the Camarines
region where Paracale was located. Paracale was a known source of gold and the
Spaniards hoped to harness it in the early seventeenth century.63 Lumban was an import-
ant pueblo, among the oldest in the province, founded in 1578 by Franciscan missionaries.
In 1599 it was the meeting place of indigenous chiefs who gathered to decide on tribute
payment to the king of Spain.64 The town became a religious centre where other pueblos
converged. The church of Lumban was the site of a procession that honoured the

Figure 5. Bar graph illustrating the data on Table 1.

62 Bruce Cruikshank, Spanish Franciscans in the Colonial Philippines, 1578–1898: Catalogs and Analysis for a History of
Filipinos in Franciscan Parishes, 5 vols. (Hastings, Neb.: Cornhusker Press, 2003), 2: 2–3.

63 Maria Lourdes Díaz-Trechuelo, “Eighteenth-Century Philippine Economy: Mining,” Philippine Studies 13:4
(1965), 791, http://www.jstor.org/stable/42720066.

64 AGI, Filipinas, 6, R.9, N.167, “Carta de Tello sobre asuntos de gobierno,” 12 julio 1599; “Ordinances Enacted
by the Audiencia de Manila, Francisco Tello and Others,” The Philippine Islands, 10: 282–8.
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Eucharist in 1600, the first of its kind outside Manila.65 Nearby, at about 11 kilometres,
was the port of Pagsanjan, a growing centre of commercial activity involving Sangley mer-
chants. The growing resentment of the Spanish government against the Sangleys, espe-
cially after the uprisings of 1603 and 1639, would have accounted for the enlistment of
native officers from Lumban as a measure to keep the Sangleys in check, even if they
were far from Manila, where most Spaniards were settled. Pagsanjan, though a bustling
port, was a small settlement that depended on Lumban pueblo until 1669. No native offi-
cer from Pagsanjan was registered with the royal treasury until the 1690s.

In contrast to Lumban pueblo, towns like Binangonan, Tanay, and Los Baños had no
registered payments of media anata from any native official. Was it possible that these
towns did not have a militia? We can only speculate on the reason for their absence in
the registry. The small tribute-paying population may be the reason. There are no avail-
able tribute counts for these towns in the seventeenth century, but they remained rela-
tively small towns in the eighteenth century with tributes ranging from one hundred to
three hundred.66 The data from Laguna can be complemented by lists of media anata
entries from other regions in the Philippines. Because of the limitation in archival
research done for other provinces for the seventeenth century, I have only been able
to complete the list of media anata payments for officer appointments to the native militia
of Laguna province for the seventeenth century. Payments made for appointments in
other provinces from Luzon, the Visayas, and faraway Mindanao for the years 1654 to
1660 show thirty-three maestres de campo paying media anata for the position from outside
Manila, including Tondo, Cavite, Batangas, Bulacan, and Pampanga, and more distant pro-
vinces like Ilocos in the north, and the Visayas.67

Native officials of Laguna might have staffed the fortresses in different parts of the
Philippines which continued to need security well into the seventeenth century, despite
the end of the Dutch wars and the division of the united Iberian crowns. The position of
the Philippines in the Spanish Empire’s Pacific region would have been the rationale
behind this continuing recruitment to the native militia. Throughout the seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries, the Spanish had an ongoing need to protect their interests in
the Spanish “lake” and secure the Pacific frontier of their empire, hence the need for a
sustained recruitment of native companies in the militia.68 Moreover, the prevalence of
local uprisings also warranted the continuation of these militias.

The Indigenous Maestre de Campo: Broker of Negotiations

The highest position that natives of Laguna could occupy in the militia was that of maestre
de campo, who exercised both political and military authority that went beyond the con-
fines of the pueblo.69 There were instances when maestres de campo used their power to
their political advantage.70 The title had political and military significance. Having the

65 Felix Huerta, Estado geografico, topografico, estadistico, historico-religioso de la Santa y Apostolica Provincia de
S. Gregorio Magno (Manila: Imprenta de M. Sanchez y Compania, 1863), 123. Catholics believe that the
Eucharist or Eucharistic bread contains the body and blood of Jesus Christ. In Catholic churches, a special
place is designated for keeping the Eucharist. This place is commonly called a tabernacle.

66 Ibid, 115; and Cruikshank, Spanish Franciscans, 2: 8.
67 Sy, “Staff of Command.”
68 For an explanation on the position of the Philippines in the security of the Spanish empire’s Pacific frontier,

see Eberhard Crailsheim, “Las Filipinas, zona fronteriza. Algunas repercusiones de su función conectiva y separ-
ativa (1600–1762),” in Intercambios, actores, enfoques : pasajes de la historia latinoamericana en una perspectiva global,
ed. Aarón Grageda Bustamante (Hermosillo: Universidad de Sonora, 2014), 133–52.

69 Sy, “Staff of Command.”
70 O. D. Corpuz, The Roots of the Filipino Nation, 2 vols. (Quezon City: Aklahi Foundation, 1989), 1: 331–2.
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staff (like a baton of command) of the maestre de campo meant a great deal for the town the
maestre de campo hailed from, as seen for example when rebels in eighteenth-century
Pangasinan bargained with the government, requesting that they retain the staff of the
maestre de campo.71 Anyone appointed to the post paid thirty pesos of media anata, a
huge amount considering that a whole tribute then was eight reales or one peso,
increased to ten reales in 1589. If the maestre de campo paid the media anata every year,
he must have been quite wealthy. So, we can infer that ability to pay the media anata
would have been one factor to consider in appointing a maestre de campo.

The media anata registry provides evidence that native maestres de campo of Laguna
province received encomiendas. I have identified six maestres de campo from Laguna.
Following is a list of them with the year they first appeared in the records of the Real
Hacienda. I am not able to estimate how long they held their post based on the records
given.

ca. 1604 Don Ventura de Mendoza (Majayjay)72

1634 Don Juan de Mendoza (unknown provenance, probably Majayjay)73

1642 Don Francisco Macapuli from Nagcarlan74

1644 Don Agustin de Villegas probably from Lumban75

1660 Don Juan Dimacolangan from Lumban76

1661 Don Estevan de la Cruz from Nagcarlan77

Four of these maestres de campo held encomiendas. By the encomienda system natives
were placed under the charge of the encomendero, the person tasked to ensure that they
were taught Catholic doctrine and were given protection.78 In exchange, the encomendero
could collect tributes from his charges.79 Miguel Lopez de Legazpi began distributing
encomiendas to the conquistadores of the Philippines in 1572.80 By the second half of
the seventeenth century encomiendas that became vacant tended to be returned to the
crown to ease the financial burden of the royal treasury. However, even after 1678,
many encomiendas were still granted to private individuals, including native maestres
de campo. In 1686 the royal cedula of 31 January ordered Governor Corcuera to distribute
the vacant encomiendas to the worthiest individuals (the beneméritos)—descendants of
conquistadores, former government officials, and soldiers.81

The encomiendas that native maestres de campo received in Laguna were those of bap-
tised and unbaptised natives who resided in the mountains of that province and persist-
ently refused to reside in the pueblos. The Spanish government thus relied on native
encomenderos to carry on the pacification of those groups, like a conquistador would
do. Putting the differences aside, these native encomenderos could be likened to the

71 Ibid.
72 AGI, Contaduría, 1206, Caja de Filipinas, Cuentas 1604, Microfilm C-4829.
73 AGI, Contaduría, 1216, Caja de Filipinas, Cuentas, 1634, Microfilm C-4837.
74 AGI, Contaduría, 1222, Caja de Filipinas, Cuentas, 1642, Microfilm C-4843 and 4844.
75 AGI, Contaduría, 1224, Caja de Filipinas, Cuentas, 1644, Microfilm 4845; Contaduría, 1224, Caja de Filipinas,

Cuentas, 1646; Contaduría, 1225B, Microfilm C-4846.
76 AGI, Contaduría,1234, Caja de Filipinas, Cuentas, 1660/1661, Microfilm C-4854. Juan Dimacolangan was maes-

tre de campo even up to 1690: Contaduría, 1247, Cuentas 1690, Microfilm C-4864.
77 AGI, Contaduría, 1235, Caja de Filipinas, Cuentas, 1661/1662, Microfilm C-4854.
78 Ley IV, Tit. 3, Lib. 6, Recopilación de Leyes de los Reinos de las Indias Tomo Segundo (Madrid: Antonio Perez de

Soto, 1774).
79 Bonifacio Salamanca, “Was the Encomienda a Land Grant?,” Historical Bulletin 7:1 (March 1963), 47.
80 Eloisa Parco de Castro, “Southern Tagalog Society in a Time of Transition, 1571–1671,” Journal of History 56

(2010), 33. See also “The Conquest of Luzon,” in The Philippine Islands, 3: 153 and 155.
81 Cushner, Spain in the Philippines, 107.
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Indian conquistadores of Latin America.82 But instead of carrying out their conquest in
far-flung regions inhabited by different groups, these Filipino encomenderos carried
out their conquest within their own place of origin, expanding the coverage of Spanish
rule in their own province.

When we examine the careers of the maestres de campo on the list above, some striking
features surface, indicating their roles as power brokers and intermediaries between the
colonial government and the indigenous people of the pueblos. It was not uncommon for
the native elite of Laguna to seek exemptions based on prior military collaboration with
the Spaniards. As early as 1601, the Council of the Indies decided on a request from a cer-
tain Don Juan Agta from the Bay pueblo in Laguna province. He claimed privileges based
on his father’s military service to the Spaniards in the late sixteenth century. Agta
requested permission to bear arms like the ones that Spaniards used. He also asked to
be granted exemption from any type of tribute for himself, his wife, and his descen-
dants.83 Like Agta, a few of the native elite who were appointed to military positions
received privileges. As a reward for their service, they received encomiendas of natives
who were scattered in the mountains. Once they held encomiendas, they applied for
more. So one could very well attach to these elite the name “Indio conquistador,” since
the Spanish government devolved the task of conquest and pacification to them. Compared
to Spaniards, however, Filipinos granted encomiendas in the seventeenth century are few.
Santiago located ten of them: two from Laguna, listed above, one from Batangas, two from
Pangasinan, and five from Pampanga.84 There were others and I will discuss a few details
about them below. These native maestres de campo/encomenderos all claimed to have fought
side by side with the Spaniards in numerous wars that aimed to keep both external and
internal threats at bay.85 Among these encomenderos were Don Ventura de Mendoza, Don
Juan de Mendoza, Don Juan Dimacolangan, and Don Agustin de Villegas.

Don Ventura de Mendoza was one of the two indigenous elites whom the Spaniards
singled out for their loyalty during the Sangley uprising of 1603. When the Chinese resi-
dents of the Philippines revolted in Manila, Don Ventura was gobernadorcillo of Majayjay
pueblo in Laguna. He held that government position from 1600 to 1610. He then com-
manded a troop of two hundred Pampangos to engage fifteen hundred Chinese who
fled to the mountains of Laguna. On 13 September 1608, the king of Spain issued a
royal decree expressing his gratitude to Don Ventura de Mendoza and the Pampango
Don Guillermo Dimaracot for their unflinching loyalty to the crown.86 After the event,
the lawyer of the Audiencia Hernando Rios Coronel petitioned the king to officially
acknowledge the help that the two gave the Spaniards and to order the missionaries to
treat them well. Rios Coronel pointed out that the two were maestres de campo of their
respective provinces. So Don Ventura de Mendoza simultaneously held a civil position
as gobernador de naturales and a military post as maestre de campo.

During the time of the war of the Sangleys when the native indios from around
Manila and Laguna de Bay and especially the province of Pampanga rose up and
fought very well against the Sangleys, and they faithfully and gladly helped us.
And if they allied themselves with the enemies, it would have been the end of the
Philippines. May Your Highness order the Governor that in Your Highness’ name,

82 Matthew and Oudijk, “Mesoamerican Conquistadors,” 28–57.
83 AGI, Indiferente, 1420, Carta de Don Juan Agta, indio principal de Bay, vista en el Consejo de Indias, 3 June

1601.
84 Santiago, “Filipino Indios Encomenderos.”
85 Ibid, 164.
86 AGI, Filipinas, 340, L.3, F.54R. Agradecimiento a indios que ayudaron contra los sangleyes,13 September

1608.
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they (the natives) should be thanked which would greatly please them, and especially
some principales like Don Guillermo who was maestre de campo of the indios of
Pampanga on that occasion, and Don Ventura who was that of the indios of
Laguna de Bay. And may it be ordered that the religious who are in charge of doc-
trinas treat them well, since they usually restrict them over light matters, and the
same thing goes for the native women principals.87

In 1620 the Spanish governor-general granted Don Ventura an encomienda of three
hundred tributes of “Christian and pagan” negrillos88 who lived in the mountains of
Majayjay pueblo, where he remained active in public life. When the townsfolk wanted
to rebuild the pueblo church in 1616, Don Ventura led a group of principales to ask the
government for permission to build it.89

Don Ventura’s son, Don Juan de Mendoza, inherited part of his father’s encomienda
when Ventura died in 1628. Like his father, Don Juan became maestre de campo of
Laguna.90 There is a record in the Real Hacienda accounts for 1634 of Don Juan de
Mendoza’s payment of media anata for 111.5 tributes of “negrillos” of Laguna. Another
part of that encomienda went to Don Agustin de Villegas, another elite of the indigenous
militia. Don Agustin held the encomienda from 1644.91 When Villegas died the encomi-
enda went to yet another native maestre de campo, Don Juan Dimacolangan.

Dimacolangan had a long history of negotiations with the colonial government. Among
the maestres de campo of Laguna, his career was the best documented. Sometime before
1700 he wrote a letter to the Spanish governor-general requesting either an encomienda
or tribute exemption for his wife, his brother, and his brother’s descendants up to the
fourth generation. His letter reached Charles II of Spain, who issued a decree granting
Dimacolangan the encomienda but refusing tribute exemption.92 This grant would have
been Dimacolangan’s third encomienda. To support his request, Dimacolangan presented
a long list of credentials. He was principal of Lumban and maestre de campo from 1660.93 He
also served as sargento mayor, maestre de campo, and maestre de campo general at different
times. In 1650 he joined the Spaniards in an attack in Malaya in a final bid for dominance
in the Moluccas.94 He also helped the Spaniards in their battle against the Chinese warlord
Zheng Chenggong (Koxinga) in 1662.95 Aside from his military service, he also served in

87 My translation. The original reads: “Yten que el tiempo de la guerra de los sangleyes cuando se alzaron los
indios naturales de alrededor de Manila y de la Laguna deBay y especial de la provincia de la Pampanga pelearon
muy bien con los sangleyes y con mucha fidelidad y gusto nos ayudaron y fue ocasión que si se hicieran a la parte
de los enemigos eran acabadas las filipinas. Vuestra Alteza sea servido de mandar al governador que en nombre
de Vuestra Alteza se lo agradezca que lo estimaran en mucho y especialmente algunos principales como es a Don
Guillermo que fue maese de campo en aquella ocasión de los indios de la Pampanga, y a Don Ventura que lo fue
de los indios de la Laguna de Bay y que se mande a los religiosos que tienen doctrinas a su cargo que los traten
bien que suelen acotarlos por cosas leves y a las indias principales …” AGI, Filipinas, 27, N.51, Petición del pro-
curador Rios Coronel sobre varios asuntos, July 1605.

88 The Spaniards used the term negrillos or negritos to refer to the Aeta indigenous group. This group were
hunter gatherers and lived in the mountains of Luzon.

89 Huerta, Estado, 127.
90 AGI, Contaduría 1216, Caja de Filipinas, Cuentas, 1634; Santiago, “Filipino Indios Encomenderos,” 167.
91 AGI, Contaduría 1244, Caja de Filipinas, Cuentas, 1644, Microfilm C-4845.
92 AGI, Filipinas, 5, N.595, Petición de Juan Dimacolangan de exenciones, probably 3 June 1700.
93 AGI, Contaduría 1234, Caja de Filipinas, Cuentas, 1660/1661, Microfilm C-4854.
94 Malaya includes present-day Malaysia, Singapore, and Indonesia.
95 Zheng Chenggong was a Chinese merchant and warlord who ousted the Dutch from Taiwan and threatened

to annex Manila in 1662 in his bid to consolidate power in Southeast Asia. See Xing Hang, Conflict and Commerce in
Maritime East Asia: The Zheng Family and the Shaping of the Modern World, c. 1620–1720 (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2015).
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96 Concepcion, “Conflict, Negotiation, and Collaboration,” 313.
97 In 1634, Don Juan de Mendoza paid half of the media anata of 111.5 tributes of negritos in Laguna. AGI, Contaduría, 1216, Cajas de Filipinas, Cuentas, 1634.

Table 2. Native Maestres de Campo of Laguna and Their Encomiendas96

Pueblo

Known civil

post Year elected Known military post Year appointed No. of tributes Year granted

Don Ventura de

Mendoza

Majayjay Gobernadorcillo On or before

1604

Maestre de campo 300 of negrillos of 300
pesos?

ca. 1620

Don Juan de

Mendoza

Majayjay? Maestre de campo 111.5 of negrillos Unknown97

Don Augustin de

Villegas

Prob. Lumban Maestre de campo On or before

1646

40 of negrillos 1644- succeeded Don

Juan de Mendoza

Don Juan

Dimacolangan

Lumban Teniente de
pueblo

1651 Maestre de campo 1664 30 of indios vagamundos 1669

Gobernadorcillo 1654 Unknown number of

negrillos from the hills

of Cavinti, Majayjay,

Lilio, Lucban, Tayavas,

Sagdiaya, y Lumban

1687- succeeded

Don Agustin de

Villegas
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civil posts as native governor of a Laguna town in different years. Dimacolangan thus
exemplified a native who moved deftly within the Spanish colonial realm.

When Dimacolangan succeeded to Don Agustin de Villegas’s encomienda in 1687, he
already held another encomienda of thirty tributes of indios vagamundos who refused to
live in pueblos and remained in the mountains of the province.98 Dimacolangan might
have managed to gather those indios at some point because he paid sixty pesos for the
six-year exemption from the labour and personal services of those thirty tributes. A typ-
ical reason for requesting exemption from tribute and the obligatory labour or polos was
the need to spend years to work on their own farming lands. Dimacolangan as encomendero
would have used this labour to clear mountain lands for farming. In 1687 he took over Don
Agustin Villegas’ encomienda of negrillos.99

Conclusion

The Philippine native militia, as the case of Laguna illustrates, became an institution in
the first decades of the seventeenth century. The militia was actively involved in neutra-
lising foreign enemies of the Spanish empire, supporting expeditions outside the
Philippine archipelago, and aiding Spanish expansion in Philippine territories. The sol-
diers were recruited through the native elite who were appointed officers of the militia.
The structure partly resembled the Spanish army, with a few distinctions. Little else is
known about the power dynamics that obtaining such appointments entailed. The
media anata registry shows that some natives who held official positions in the militia
also held posts in the pueblo government. Their capacity to pay the media anata yearly
would indicate their economic power. So we can argue that in the seventeenth-century
Philippines, the native elite monopolised the political, military, and economic dimensions
of power in the pueblo. In the case of the maestre de campo, his military command trans-
cended pueblo boundaries if he was appointed at the provincial level. Furthermore, the
few who received encomiendas of negrillos and natives who lived in the mountains on
the fringes of Spanish power, became native conquistadores in charge of gathering
these unconquerable groups to ensure that they paid tribute and became colonial sub-
jects. The maestre de campo title survived until the first half of the eighteenth century.
After the British occupation of Manila (1762–1764), the Spanish government adopted mea-
sures to reform the military, including the provincial militias, the officer posts, and
recruitment. From 1769, the head of the militia was the coronel. The maestre de campo
was no longer included in the list of officers.100 However, the title continued to be
given to indigenous leaders as an honorific up to the early nineteenth century.101

In examining the structure of the native militia and its indigenous officers in Laguna as
illustrative of other Philippine native militias, our notion of indigenous involvement in
the Spanish army takes a more definitive shape. The discussion also sheds light on the
native elite’s military role. Much of Philippine historiography has dwelt on the native
elite’s political roles but has overlooked their military involvement. Additionally, this his-
toriography depicts the native elite of the nineteenth century with well-established roles
in the political and religious life of the colonial pueblo. Considering the forgoing discus-
sion, it can be said that the seventeenth-century native elite better resembled their pre-
colonial counterparts who wielded both political and military power. As in any
institution, some people profited, and others did not. The native militia gave the elite a

98 AGI, Contaduría 1237, Caja de Filipinas, Cuentas, 1665/1671, Microfilm C-4857.
99 AGI, Contaduría 1245, Caja de Filipinas, Cuentas, 1687/1688, Microfilm C-4863.
100 Ignacio Salinas y Angulo, Legislación militar aplicada al ejército de Filipinas (Manila: Philippines, 1879), 66.
101 Sy, “Staff of Command,” 23.

22 Grace Liza Concepcion

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0165115323000062 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0165115323000062


space to exercise power and receive privileges but not before risking their own position to
aid Spanish expansion. In the colonial system they were given a place to exercise power in
their pueblos and at times beyond their pueblos. The Spanish reliance on the elite cemen-
ted their position not only in the army but also in colonial society. When in the nine-
teenth century the state deployed a recruitment system of drawing lots, the elite’s role
in the military was rendered irrelevant. But by that time they had already secured
their position in Philippine colonial society.
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