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crime and violence into spectacular forms acts to conceal their embeddedness in
deep-seated and enduring structural violence. Worrier State is a valuable addition
to critical scholarship on urban South Africa and deserves wide readership, in acade-
mia and beyond.

Belinda Dodson

University of Western Ontario, London, Canada
Email: bdodson@uwo.ca

doi: 10.1017/5000197202300030X

Zainab Usman, Economic Diversification in Nigeria: The Politics of Building a Post-Oil
Economy. London: Zed Books (hb £90 - 978 1 7869 9394 6). 2022, v + 352 pp.

Nigeria, an oil-producing country, remains Africa’s largest country in terms of gross
domestic product (GDP), in addition to having the continent’s largest population size.
No doubt, events in Nigeria therefore tend to attract the attention of the international
community, given its potential as an economic powerhouse. However, since gaining
independence in 1960, the country has struggled to translate its economic fortunes
into benefits for its citizenry and has instead continued to reinforce clientelist inter-
ests and rent-seeking.

Academics and policymakers alike have sought to understand the realities of these
contradictions, which have prevented the country from achieving its potential. In her
book Economic Diversification in Nigeria, Zainab Usman offers a compelling argument
that explains the country’s dilemma through rigorous and thought-provoking analy-
sis substantiated by empirical evidence.

Prevailing frameworks for understanding the failures of oil-rich countries in sus-
taining economic growth have mostly dwelt on narratives such as the ‘oil curse’ and
‘neo-patrimonial culture’. The basis of these analytical constructs is not only shallow
and insulfficient; it also fails to offer a comprehensive framework for understanding
the intricacies and dynamics that inform the absence of economic growth and devel-
opment in a complex country such as Nigeria.

The author instead adopts a political settlement framework of analysis for under-
standing these complexities. As posited by the author, the nature of a country’s polit-
ical settlement shapes policymaking and economic outcomes. Adopting such a
framework thereby offers useful insights beyond the traditional approaches to
explaining the woes of monolithic product economies that have failed to diversify.

According to the author, policy reforms in Nigeria have mostly focused on crisis
management rather than economic diversification. The implications of this argument
are demonstrated in a lack of the proactive economic foresight and planning that are
required to cushion the effects of unforeseen contingencies, such as economic shocks
occasioned by fluctuations in oil prices. When such events occur, they tend to disrupt
budgetary allocations in Nigeria. This is reflected particularly in the overdependence
on oil revenues by sub-national entities in Nigeria, from the federal government to
the Federation Accounts Allocation Committee (FAAC).
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The author therefore argues, and rightly so, that Nigeria is neither a failed state
nor a developmental state, but rather an intermediate state, capable of episodic eco-
nomic reforms but falling short of actually driving industrial transformation. Using
Lagos State, the commercial capital of Nigeria, as an example, the author provides a
rich account of the political foundations of economic diversification emanating from
within the country. By way of contrast, Usman also explains the political foundations
of Nigeria’s failed attempt at transitioning to agro-industrialization in Kano State.
These examples not only reflect the inherent contradictions in Nigeria’s economic
experimentation, but also offer useful insights and lessons for understanding what
has worked and what has not.

In a departure from most works on economic diversification, which stop at decon-
structing the causes of economic stagnation, the author concludes by offering useful
recommendations for policymakers on what can be done to address the salient issues
identified. These recommendations include the need to: conceptualize economic
diversification as a political project of development; stabilize Nigeria’s volatile bal-
ance of power; develop a shared vision for transforming the Nigerian economy;
and proactively tackle market failures as a priority for a post-oil Nigeria. Her final
recommendation highlights the critical need to update our mental models on the
challenges of economic development.

Overall, the book is well researched and well written. It also inspires a sense of
renewed hope and urgency, addressing what needs to be done to get Nigeria from
where it is to where it ought to be. A must-read for students, scholars, policymakers
and stakeholders interested in understanding the politics, challenges and opportuni-
ties of emerging economies and the all-important subject of economic diversification
in an increasingly complex world. I strongly recommend Economic Diversification in
Nigeria as a go-to source for an in-depth understanding of Nigeria’s attempts at eco-
nomic diversification, beyond the soundbites.

Folahanmi Aina

School of Global Affairs, King’s College London, London, UK
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Bénédicte Savoy, Africa’s Struggle for Its Art: History of a Postcolonial Defeat.
Princeton NJ: Princeton University Press (hb US$29.95/£25 - 978 0 691 23473 1).
2022, vi + 240 pp.

Although largely an examination of global restitution debates unfolding from the
early 1960s to the mid-1980s, Africa’s Struggle for Its Art could very well serve as a
chronicle of contemporary contestations over the fate of Africa’s plundered cultural
property in Western museums. These debates have surged over the last few years, in
part due to the publication of the author’s 2018 pathbreaking report on the issue (co-
authored with Felwine Sarr). Tracing decades of largely unrealized efforts by African
government and cultural leaders to secure the return of their sacred antiquities and
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