
CONFESSIONALISM & MOBILITY IN EARLY MODERN IRELAND. By Tadhg Ó hAnnracháin. Pp
374. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 2021. £90.

Confessionalism & mobility in early modern Ireland offers an outstanding analysis of the
national and transnational movement of religious figures in the period in which that move-
ment became more important than ever before. Drawing upon recent work in the study of
Catholicism, Protestantism and dissent in early modern Ireland, Ó hAnnracháin draws out
the significance of religious mobility in terms of education and vocation, and shows how
it created opportunities — and sometimes dangers — for those it involved. While fully
engaging with the scholarship on early modern mobility, without descending into the theory
of networks, Ó hAnnracháin discovers the connections that constructed and sometimes threa-
tened communities of the faithful.

Confessionalism and mobility in early modern Ireland is divided into two parts. Part 1
considers mobility and the evolution of confessional communities in Ireland, and looks in
turn at the situation of clergy from the Catholic, established and dissenting Protestant com-
munities. These are ground-breaking chapters, which reconstruct the details of individual
clerical careers in the context of cultural and intellectual change in Ireland, England,
Scotland and on the continent. Ó hAnnracháin excels in this prosopographical approach,
detailing the subtle local rivalries that could work to accelerate the foundation of, for
example, Irish colleges in different parts of the continent. He illustrates the challenges
faced by Catholic clergy in Ireland by documenting their often very impressive learning,
and their sometimes extremely brief careers, often cut short by untimely death. He notes
that Protestant mobility was sometimes more successful in establishing lasting religious
influence. The colonies of Scottish Presbyterians that were established in north-eastern dis-
tricts in the first half of the seventeenth century gave birth to a distinctive and long-lasting
regional culture, with enduring links to an often but not always supportive hinterland on
the other side of the north channel. Ó hAnnracháin notes the reverse influence of colonists
upon this larger transnational religious culture, not least in promoting the revivalism that
became a key feature of religious life in early modern Scotland. By the mid-seventeenth
century, of course, the sphere of mobility for religious leaders in Ireland stretched across
western Europe (in the case of many Catholics), to the American colonies (in the case of
a number of Cromwellians). Irish religion was being globalised, being impacted upon
even as it influenced religious centres elsewhere.

Part 2 considers mobility practices, ideas and influences, and, taking a more thematic
approach, thinks about the representation and practice of religious movement and its impact
upon the formation of Catholic and Protestant identities. For Ó hAnnracháin, networks of
mobility were key drivers of the rapid transformations of belief and practice that mark this
period of Irish history. He carefully distinguishes religious from other forms of exile, and
adopts a critical distance from the claims of some political exiles that their forced mobility
had religious explanations. Even the Cromwellian invasion, he notes, effected very little reli-
gious mobility beyond the forced exile of Catholic priests. But general conclusions are in
order: Protestant communities were most immediately shaped by inward migration, although
the reasons for this inward migration were not often religious; while for the larger religious
community the experience of out-migration and eventual return was often religious in motiv-
ation, as religious leaders worked to maintain in practice as well as theory their commitment
to catholicity.

Overall, this book makes an excellent contribution to recent work on religion and mobility
in early modern Ireland. All too often, historians of this period have been content to focus on
a single religious community, and to reconstruct its social and theological dimensions. Of
course, these kinds of contributions have done a great deal to illustrate the complexities of
individual religious cultures and to open up new lines of enquiry as to the ways in which
they manufactured religious consent. Within this literature, a small number of scholars,
including Sean Connolly and Raymond Gillespie, have pushed beyond this denominationa-
lising trend, to identify broader patterns of behaviour, in which communities are compared
and contrasted with each other. Ó hAnnracháin’s book pushes this kind of analysis in new
ways, offering a breadth and depth of interpretation that distinguishes the Irish experience
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of religious mobility from that of other contexts in the period. Confessionalism and mobility
in early modern Ireland is a major contribution to the study of Irish religion and to the many
different kinds of contexts in which it developed.
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THE SIEGE OF LONDONDERRY. By Piers Wauchope. Pp 276. Dublin: Four Courts. 2023. €45.

Wauchope insists that histories of Ireland’s most famous siege have drawn on two problem-
atic Williamite sources. Carlo Gébler’s Siege of Derry (2005) is exceptionally well written
and Richard Doherty’s Siege of Derry 1689, the military history (2008) shows a keen appre-
ciation for terrain and topography. Even they were taken in. Reverend George Walker, one of
the two governors of the besieged city, was a blowhard and a fantasist given to ‘quite shame-
less self-promotion’ (p. 127) and his True account of the siege of Londonderry (1689) was
fiction ‘inspired by a true story’ (p. xvi). Walker’s Presbyterian critic, Reverend John
Mackenzie, is also shown up to be unreliable, albeit less floridly so.

Two incidents will suffice to illustrate the different ways in which Walker and Mackenzie
shape their narratives. One night a company of grenadiers from Clancarty’s regiment tore
down a barricade to give the siege guns a clear shot at Butcher’s Gate. A rather larger
party of defenders poured out of the city by another gate and chased the raiders off into
the darkness. The Irish lost two officers and fifteen soldiers in a ‘very bold’ (p. 177), if mis-
guided, action. Mackenzie presents this as another routine example of enemy cowardice and
‘great dishonour’. Walker spun an altogether more elaborate yarn. In fulfilment of a prophesy
that ‘a Clancarty should knock at the Gates of Derry’, Donough Mac Carthy, earl of
Clancarthy, led his regiment against the gate and somehow introduced miners into a nearby
cellar before he fled, leaving behind one hundred of his ‘best men’ dead. Therewas no proph-
esy, no cellar, no miners, and young Clancarty was back in Dublin. As to the second incident,
Wauchope reconstructs a foiled attack on the Jacobite Creggan Fort. Walker ignores this and
passes over the month of May as having ‘little of Action, except Skirmishes’. Mackenzie
mentions the action but offers a ‘gross underestimate’ (p. 128) of the Derrymen’s casualties.
Only Captain Thomas Ash’s Circumstantial journal comes close to conveying what really
happened.

Wauchope has a soft spot for Robert Lundy, personification of treachery, lieutenant col-
onel of a regular regiment and governor of Derry from December 1688 until he was deposed
by an uprising in March 1689 on the eve of the siege. Andrew Robinson’s and Billy Kelly’s
‘Trial of Lundy’ project in 2014 rehabilitated Lundy’s reputation somewhat. In a similar vein,
Wauchope is quite right to highlight the sensible and practical steps Lundy took to strength-
ening Derry, fixing muskets, removing dunghills from outside the walls, removing the big
guns from Culmore Fort, erecting a ravelin outside Bishop’s Gate and so on. Lundy rightly
decided that the Finn-Foyle river line should comprise Derry’s outer wall, to be defended at
all costs. But Major-General Jean Camus, Marquis de Pusignan, unexpectedly appeared on
the riverbank with the Jacobite cavalry vanguard and promptly sent his ‘drenched, sabre-
wielding horsemen’ (p. 67) across the Finn to punch a hole in Lundy’s defensive line.
Protestant Association irregulars fled from the riverside, so the ‘battle of Clady had been
lost before Lundie had arrived’ (p. 67). Not Lundy’s fault, then. Perhaps Wauchope is
being a bit soft on Lundy. Tensions between citizens and garrison in a siege were inevitable,
but one wonders could Lundy have done more to head off the suspicions and problems. In
describing Clady, Pennyburn and many other actions, Wauchope shows himself adept at
building a coherent narrative out of what would otherwise be a chaos of apparently unrelated
happenings.

Wauchope crafts memorably vivid pen pictures of key players like William Stewart, first
viscount Mountjoy — naïve, honourable and unlucky — or Hugh Montgomery, the earl of
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