BOOK NOTES

The subsequent parts shift focus on spoken and video-mediated interaction.
Part 3 concerns institutional interaction via video conferencing platforms. Elina
Salomaa & Esa Lehtinen’s study illustrates how the negative emotions elicited
from graphicons in workplace interaction are managed through multimedia activi-
ties such as explications in comments. Mikko T. Virtanen & Jarkko Niemi’s find-
ings demonstrate the expression of thanking and positive assessments as
appreciation for technological services related to webcam activities.

Part 4 concerns spoken human-computer interaction, revealing that human-
technology interaction can both influence and be influenced by the canonical
conversation. Salla Kurhila & Lari Kotilainen’s research notes how participants’
responses to the turns initiated by the computer modify the participation framework
and add a layer of performativity into their mutual interaction. Heidi Vepséldinen &
Henna Paakki’s study explains how the robocallee deceives the telescammer into
keeping up the conversation by exploiting the overall structure of the telemarketing
call with turns like continuers and go-ahead.

For those who intend to adopt a CA approach for digital communication, this
volume enhances comprehension of whether or to what extent the digital interaction
practices adapt the basic organization and resources of co-present face-to-face
interaction. It offers a wide-ranging perspective on state-of-the-art conversational
analytic work on the impact of different types of technologies and media on
social interaction.
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Rationality and interpretation ambitiously explores identity across various
disciplines within linguistics. Its laudable goal is to bring together approaches
not typically in dialogue with each other. Yet, a substantial portion of the book tra-
ditionally falls under applied linguistics. In each of its four parts, ideas from repre-
sentative scholars, not all linguists, are presented in view of the overarching theme
of identities. The chapters within each part have numerous subsections, and their
cursory nature is often at the expense of a coherent narrative. Ideas are brought in
without due respect for their merit or the author’s use and development of these
ideas for the chosen theme. The prose, initially accessible, shifts to stylistically

764 Language in Society 53:4 (2024)
1))

Check for

https://doi.org/10.1017/50047404524000241 Published online by Cambridge University Press Updates


https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6478-667X
mailto:jaqueline.bemmer@ucd.ie
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog?doi=https://doi.org/10.1017/S0047404524000241&domain=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0047404524000241

BOOK NOTES

lamentable jargon, particularly in later sections. Certain topics, such as the inclusion
of long literary excerpts by Virginia Woolf, a fleeting reference to the lamentable Cecil
Rhodes incidents, and transient remarks on the epistemological foundation of Covid-
discourses detract from the author’s goals, leaving a perfunctory impression.

Part 1 delves into theoretical linguistics, incorporating Chomsky’s Universal
Grammar and empirical evidence from Basque (a language isolate) and Igala
(spoken in Nigeria) to demonstrate the coexistence of syntactic parameters and
surface variation. The author proceeds to cognitive linguistics, drawing first on
Wittgenstein’s philosophy of language and Kant’s a priori truths, before moving
towards non-linguistic modules of the mind and a non-Cartesian embodied under-
standing of language.

Part 2 elaborates on Halliday’s Systemic Functional Grammar and Vygotsky,
connecting language to social actors who create meaning through language use.
Structuralism is discussed in connection with synchronic and diachronic changes
in word meaning, arguing, in Saussurean terms, for parole to be the origin of
changes in social discourse that can, at times, feed into langue.

Part 3 embraces Fairclough’s Critical Discourse Analysis, presenting language as
sociocultural symbolic capital. It follows Bourdieu, claiming the need to cultivate crit-
ical awareness and deconstruct narratives to see behind prestige varieties. The idea of
intersubjective identities, heteroglossia, and individualised social language aligns
with Bakhtin’s and Vygotsky’s social constructivism approaches to language, respec-
tively. Verlan, spoken in France, is used as an example for identity formation through a
particular slang commonly emerging in hybrid subcultures. Ricoeur’s concept of
Narrative Identities is introduced charting sameness and the linguistic other, high-
lighting cross-linguistic distinctions in meaning and interpretation in the context of
second language acquisition and intercultural communication.

Part 4 goes beyond structure and argues for a ‘multiple and multi-layered’ nature
of language and identity (125), discussing the relationship between signifier and
signified. It draws on Derrida’s deconstructivism to show how narrative historical
discourses have been interpreted differently over time, arguing against a ‘completed
and absolute meaning’ (138). The conclusion introduces further new material.

In essence, the book effectively brings together various linguistic perspectives,
but its brevity limits the depth of exploration. Improving narrative coherence and
carefully selecting material and style would greatly strengthen its overall impact.
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