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HORIZONS

THE JOURNAL OF THE COLLEGE THEOLOGY SOCIETY

Horizons, The Journal of the College Theology Society is published biannually in
Spring and Fall at Villanova University.

Yearly subscription: individual, $16.00; institutional, $40.00. Send remittance, pay-
able to College Theology Society, P.O. Box 465, Hanover, PA 17331. Changes of address
should also be sent to this address. Horizons is automatically received through member-
ship in the College Theology Society.

Editorial and business correspondence, book reviews, advertising copy and
orders for single issues (individual $8.00, institutional $20.00) should be sent to the
editor at the Villanova University address (see below). Phone: 610.519.7302. E-mail:
horizons@villanova.edu.

Articles are indexed in The Catholic Periodical and Literature Index; Arts and
Humanities Citation Index; ATLA Religion Database; Index to Religious Periodical
Literature and Religion Index One; New Testament Abstracts; Religious and Theological
Abstracts; Social Science Citation Index. Book reviews are indexed in the Index to Book
Reviews in Religion. Horizons is available in microform from University Microfilms, Inc.,
300 North Zeeb Road, P.O. Box 1346, Ann Arbor, MI 48106-1346. It is also available online
in full text to ATLAS (ATLASerials) subscribers.

GUIDELINES FOR CONTRIBUTORS

Manuscript submissions to the journal should be between 25 and 30 pages, not
including notes. On rare occasions, the editors will give consideration to a lengthier sub-
mission of exceptional quality. The text and bibliographic documentation of the manu-
script must conform to the Chicago Manual of Style (16th edition). We require that authors
use endnotes rather than footnotes and that they double-space the entire manuscript.

Manuscripts must have a separate title page that includes the author’s name, affilia-
tion, e-mail address, postal address, an abstract of no more than 150 words, and an author
vita of no more than 50 words. The author’s name should appear nowhere else in the manu-
script. All references to the author’s work in the text or notes should be in the third person.

Our editorial office requires two copies: one digital and one hard copy. Send the
digital copy of your manuscript to the journal’s e-mail address (horizons@villanova.edu).
The preferred digital format is Microsoft Word (.doc or .docx), but the journal can also
accept WordPerfect (.wpd) or Rich Text (.rtf) if necessary. In a cover letter, the author
should state that the manuscript will not be submitted to another journal until Horizons’
evaluation is completed. Send the hard copy, along with the cover letter, to this address:

The Editor, Horizons, St. Mary’s Hall, Villanova University, 800 Lancaster
Avenue, Villanova, PA 19085

For further information about the journal’s style guidelines, potential authors are
strongly urged to visit the Horizons website (http://www.collegetheology.org/publica
tions/horizons).

COLLEGE THEOLOGY SOCIETY

The College Theology Society is a professional organization of college and university professors
of religion in the United States and Canada.

The purpose of the College Theology Society is to improve the quality of the teaching of
religion: by stimulating and sharing scholarly research; by developing programs of theology
and religious studies which meet student needs and interests; and by exploring, evaluating,
and encouraging effective ways of teaching which are interdisciplinary and ecumenical.

Annual membership dues in the Society are $50.00 (Full Professional or Associate), $50.00
(Joint Professional for husband and wife), and $25.00 (Graduate Student). Membership in the
Society includes a subscription to Horizons. Contact Daniel T. Michaels, KEYPOPPY Christian
Resources, 1726 West Cape Rock Drive, Cape Girardeau, MO 63701. Telephone: (573) 651-4199.
E-mail: dmichaels@keypoppy.com
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From the Editor

Yet another recent discussion of Charles Taylor’s A Secular Age has appeared,
this time in the November 2010 issue of New Blackfriars. This one is especially
interesting for Taylor’s response to the sociologist Kieran Flanagan. In noting our
distance from “Christendom” and the need for “new itineraries towards faith,
ones that have no exact correspondents in earlier periods,” Taylor points to a
typology from Roger Lundin’s Believing Again (2009) as particularly helpful:

There are people who “believe still,” that is, who have managed to
recover much of the pathway to the faith which was available in pre-
vious centuries, and there are those who “believe again,” starting
from a very different place, and by different paths. We have both
kinds in our contemporary Church, and this is as it should be. . . . But
I see myself as a “believer again,” and I think that these people will
bulk larger and larger in the Church as time goes on.

Taylor’s description of these different ways of access to belief is indeed
enlightening. But in light of the constant drumbeat of moral failure among reli-
gious leaders, the recent statistical data about religious illiteracy (which echo
our own experiences in the classroom), and the Pew Forum report on the sur-
prising attrition rate in American Catholicism, (cf. Peter Steinfels’ “Further
Adrift,” Commonweal, 22 October 2010), one might well ask if “believing
again” in this particular sense is even literally conceivable.

There is a new book that provides a positive response: Patience with God:
The Story of Zacchaeus Continuing in Us (2010) by the Czech philosopher,
sociologist, psychotherapist, and Catholic priest Tom4s Halik (before the fall of
the Communist regime, Halik was secretly ordained and served in the under-
ground Church). He confesses that, as a believing Christian, he sometimes feels
closer “to the skeptics or to the atheist or agnostic critics of religion” because
“with certain kinds of atheists I share a sense of God’s absence from the world.”
But he differs from them in a fundamental way: their interpretation of “the
ambivalent nature of the world” is too hasty, too impatient. “What atheism,
religious fundamentalism, and the enthusiasm of a too-facile faith have in com-
mon is how quickly they can ride roughshod over the mystery we call God. . . .
One must never consider mystery ‘over and done with.” Mystery, unlike a mere
dilemma, cannot be overcome; one must wait patiently at its threshold and per-
severe in it. . . .” The three forms of patience he recommends are faith, hope,
and love. His appeal is directed to all those on the margins—like Zacchaeus
watching Jesus from a distance (Luke 19:1-10)—who are “unwilling or unable
to join the throng of old or brand-new believers, but [are] neither indifferent nor
hostile to them” and are waiting to be invited by name to discover the richness
and fulfillment afforded by God’s offer of salvation.

The invitation-by-name that makes the religious imagination more plau-
sible by being made more “available” is exemplified in this issue. Each contri-
bution diagnoses from its particular angle (whether cultural visual studies,
personalist philosophy, political theology, pneumatology and sacramentology,
pedagogy, or science and religion) the varied character and needs of our con-
temporary context (thus “calling it by name”). And each tackles in a productive
fashion the necessary intersection of belief and contemporary culture. We hope
you find them to be stimulating sketches of some of the “new itineraries” for the
religious adventure in which we all participate.
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