
would ignite sectarian divisions in the movement. So too, ‘Propertied Cromwell’ is discussed
at length as having an impact in the years after his death on those who were losers and win-
ners in the Restoration, in what was largely a confirmation of the 1650s settlement. It was to
continue well into the nineteenth century and beyond as land agitation continued as a prom-
inent feature of Irish-British relations.

Perhaps the most enjoyable reads are those that are dealt with by the ruination and folklore
chapters. The former deals with the memory developed around the built environment includ-
ing castles, walls, towers, homes and churches. There is also a fascinating memory of furni-
ture, and even portraits, bestowed on families by, or connected with, Cromwell. Indeed, this
reviewer has eaten his dinner off a table in an Irish country farmhouse, bought at auction from
a nearby castle where the subject is reputed to have stayed. The latter chapter deals with the
oral and folklore tradition, frequently transferred to print, in Ireland. In particular, the chapter
makes use of the National Folklore Collection at University College Dublin. In this chapter,
Covington understands and relates to the reader the how the ‘Irish Cromwell’was ‘contained
and manipulated within the interpretive and controlling parameters of mockery, derision,
super-naturalization, and even demonization, and often… being outwitted… by the ‘‘com-
mon folk’’’ (p. 281). A chapter that one might not have expected is the penultimate one on
‘Migrated Cromwell’, dealing with the transfer of many of these above themes across the
Atlantic Ocean to the United States where it had an impact on Irish-American identity
and was referenced continually in many major strands of American politics.

Although not always regarded as the making or breaking of a book, and despite the failure
to insert adequate headings into the archival section of the bibliography, at more than fifty
pages the bibliography represents an incredibly useful resource— especially so considering
this relatively underdeveloped corner of our discipline. It is also worth noting the very rea-
sonable pricing of this beautifully produced volume, especially so when similar (and some-
times much lesser) hardback publications can frequently cost in excess of £100. Covington
has, therefore, made this fascinating topic eminently accessible in many more ways than one.

This book is essential reading not just for those interested in Cromwell and his time in
Ireland, but in Irish folklore and in the theory of historical memory. Covington’s assured
handling of a myriad of sources, all too frequently ignored by many Irish historians, her
accessible writing and her infectious engagement makes this book a marked success.
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EMPIRE AND EMANCIPATION: SCOTTISH AND IRISH CATHOLICS AT THE ATLANTIC FRINGE, 1780–
1850. By S. Karly Kehoe. Pp xii, 287. Toronto: University of Toronto Press. 2022. $32.95.

In this absorbing study of Irish and Scottish Catholics in the western Atlantic fringe colonies
of Nova Scotia, Cape Breton Island, Newfoundland and Trinidad, S. Karly Kehoe takes to
task the body of scholarship that identifies Protestantism as the core of the British identity
that emerged during the second half of the eighteenth century. Not only does Kehoe chal-
lenge explanations founded upon on a ‘common Protestantism’ that bound together
England and Scotland, she goes further to propose that Scottish and Irish Catholicism played
a fundamental role in the development of the British identity. In doing so, Kehoe forces us to
confront the elephant in the room— the place of Ireland in the evolution of this new identity
within the neighbouring islands and throughout the wider British empire.

Empire and emancipation identifies two key drivers for Catholic participation in the
second British Empire. The first was the urgent need of the British state to recruit and
train Irish and Scottish Catholics for military service. The 1778 Catholic Relief Act facili-
tated the large-scale recruitment of Catholics into the armed forces in the wake of the
American colonies’ revolt, an exercise that intensified towards the century’s end.While scho-
lars including Ian McBride have demonstrated Britain’s heavy recruitment in Ireland,
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Kehoe’s study draws attention to the high visibility of Catholic recruitment in British North
America, where the strengthening military culture testified ‘to the expanded role that minor-
ity populations like Catholics were playing in the empire’ (p. 99). Kehoe contends that in the
late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, the army and navy constituted ‘neutral spaces’
that enabled demonstrations of loyalty and served to facilitate the incorporation of Catholics
into the machinery of empire. Catholic ambition constituted a second driver for purposeful
commitment to British identity. The Catholic populations of Scotland and Ireland increas-
ingly sought to achieve social mobility and economic advancement by embracing British
identity. This Atlantic case study demonstrates persuasively that empire offered Scottish
and Irish Catholics plentiful opportunity to pursue acceptance and reward.

Kehoe’s book makes a strong case for the importance of the Atlantic fringe in this process
of identity formation and imperial incorporation. In British North America, and in Trinidad,
the significant size of the Scottish and Irish Catholic populations ensured local administra-
tions acknowledged and arrived at accommodations with Catholic populations earlier and
with more urgency than was conceivable in Georgian Britain. Though Quebec, with its sub-
stantial French Catholic population, constituted a special case, Kehoe shows that through this
Atlantic fringe rapid population growth that included sizeable Catholic communities has-
tened measures to instil and protect religious tolerance. Mutually supportive relationships
developed between local administrators and ambitious lay Roman Catholic populations as
the Irish and Scottish populations, conscious of their political potential, helped shape the
emergence of new colonies. Catholics in these environments proved adaptable and embraced
multiple identities reflective of their religious backgrounds, national origins and newfound
sense of Britishness. In the case of the Irish, increased educational opportunity after 1829
helped expand their reach into empire. The training of religious women fuelled the develop-
ment of Catholic education that proved vital for the Irish and Scottish settler populations
while the high numbers of Irish men undertaking medical training likewise extended the
influence of Catholics across the globe.

Conditions did not remain static, either in the Atlantic colonies or the United Kingdom.
From as early as the 1820s, the rising power of Irish bishops was evident through this oceanic
space, a tendency that became more pronounced in subsequent decades. Drawing upon its
diverse colonial case studies, Empire and emancipation skilfully explores the nuances of
local interactions between clerical leaders, the laity and colonial administrations. Kehoe
shows that in Trinidad French influence, the history of slavery and perceptions of race con-
tributed to the complex relationship between colonial authorities and the church.

Transnational histories have their greatest impact when they destabilise our assumptions
about the direction and velocity of historical flows and force us to confront the complex,
multi-directional movement of peoples, ideas and materials in the past. Empire and emanci-
pation provides an exemplar of excellent transnational history that challenges us to rethink
important questions about the making of British identity and the place of the Irish within
the British empire. With its skilful and sustained focus upon these Atlantic colonies, the
book makes a compelling case for the importance of the maritime world in Irish history.
Its findings also pose new challenges for historians of the global Irish. In Australia, for
example, historians of Irish migration and settlement have often taken Catholic
Emancipation in 1829 as the watershed for the beginning of a new, more accommodationist
colonial environment. Kehoe’s study indicates the need to question this assumption and to
re-examine the nature and extent of religious interaction across the British Empire in the
forty years prior to emancipation.

doi:10.1017/ihs.2023.15 MALCOLM CAMPBELL

School of Humanities, University of Auckland
mc.campbell@auckland.ac.nz

Reviews and short notices 161

https://doi.org/10.1017/ihs.2023.15 Published online by Cambridge University Press

mailto:mc.campbell@auckland.ac.nz
https://doi.org/10.1017/ihs.2023.15

