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Introduction:Health-related quality of Life (HRQoL) is reported as a
strong predictor of survival. However, little is known about the
relationship between HRQoL and influencing factors of gastric can-
cer among Korean patients. This study aims to investigate the
HRQoL of Korean patients with advanced gastric cancer and identify
factors influencing their HRQoL.
Methods: A total of 156 patients with advanced gastric cancer were
1:1 matched for demographics and clinical characteristics between a
ramucirumab/paclitaxel combination group and a chemotherapy
group. The objective response of the subjects was divided into four
categories: partial response (PR), stable disease (SD), progressive
disease (PD), and no complete response/no progressive disease
(non-CR/non-PD). The six-month changes in HRQoL measured
by EuroQol 5-dimension 5-level questionnaire (EQ-5D-5L) were
estimated and further investigated for associations with demographic
and clinical factors.
Results: The average changes in HRQoL were highest in PR (0.086
±0.057), followed by non-CR/non-PD (0.078±0.076), SD (0.035
±0.097), and PD (no change). The HRQoL by age group was 0.176
±0.088 in subjects 40 years or younger, 0.035±0.071 in the 50s, 0.067
±0.072 in the 60s, and �0.003±0.029 in those who were 70 years or
older. The HRQoL of females was 0.145±0.136, and for males it was
0.047±0.066. The HRQoL of the non-diabetic group was 0.072
±0.095, and for the diabetic group was 0.044±0.057. The HRQoL of
the non-hypertensive group was 0.097±0.097, and for the hyperten-
sion group was 0.020±0.048.
Conclusions: For advanced gastric cancer patients, the increase of
HRQoL was diminished as cancer progresses, age increases, for
males, and when comorbidity of diabetes or hypertension exists.
The reported HRQoL data is valuable for health technology assess-
ment of advanced gastric cancer agents such as ramucirumab, as this
study is a publicly funded neutral study.
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Introduction:Herpes zoster and post-herpetic neuralgia (PHN) can
cause significant pain andmorbidity, impacting on the health-related
quality of life of those affected. This research aimed to identify
primary studies that elicited health state utility values (HSUVs)
relating to both acute herpes zoster and PHN, and to assess their
suitability for an economic model of herpes zoster vaccination.
Methods: Cost-effectiveness analyses of herpes zoster vaccination
were identified from (i) a recently published systematic review of
economic evaluations of herpes zoster vaccination and (ii) an inde-
pendently conducted rapid review that sought to update the results of
the identified systematic review. The evaluations were hand-searched
to identify original studies that elicited HSUVs of interest. Narrative
synthesis of the original study characteristics was conducted and
possible sources of variation in the studies identified. Appraisal of
the methodological quality of the studies was undertaken using a
published open response tool that outlined key quality assessment
criteria for HSUV studies.
Results: Twenty-one studies that elicited HSUVs were identified.
Values related either to changes in utility resulting from increased
pain severity, or to changes with time since disease onset. Hetero-
geneity was observed, potentially caused by differences in population
size and characteristics, methods of elicitation, and preference
weights used to value utility. Methodological quality varied across
studies, with concerns around low sample sizes for populations with
PHN, and poor reporting of both missing data and uncertainty
around the HSUVs obtained. Differences in study population, time
of participant recruitment, and methods of measuring utility could
limit the applicability of HSUV study data.
Conclusions: This study highlights both the heterogeneity in HSUVs
obtained for herpes zoster and the challenges associated with select-
ing HSUV data suitable for an economic model. An evidence base
from which to select values for an economic evaluation has been
created, though poor methodological quality and reporting of the
primary studies may compromise the validity of point estimates
obtained.
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