
HUMANITIES. Said President Pusey of
Harvard, inhis annual report for 1953.'4:
"The Humanities hold a central position in
liberal education.In a sense, all subjects de-
serve a place in a liberal curriculum only as
they partake inat least some degree of the
goals of humanescholarship, But a college
in which .the studies traditionally called
Humanities are weak runs the risk of being
less liberal than it should;for our full human.
ityis best quickenedand developed th~ough
imaginative grasp of the subtler experiences
of individuals as revealed through arts and
letters. The chief aim of undergraduate
educationis to discoverwhat it meanstobea
man. A college will be strong thereforeonly
where those studies flourish whose principal
value isto arousesuch awarenessand where
they are taught with charm and vigor, and
win respect."

LIBERAL EDUCATION. Isit still liberating
the mindsof students?Not accordingto Presi-
dent Harry P. Rogers of Brooklyn Poly-
technic who thinks that technical institutions,
by demandingrigorousstudy andclear think-
ing may be doing a better job of this than
the'liberalarts colleges,now emphasizingthe
easy and largely descriptive courses. All any
kind of collegecan hopetodo towardthe de-
velopment of the well-rounded man, Dr.
Rogers said last March, "is to inspire, stimu-
late, encouragethe interests of. the stude.nu
so that after graduationtheY-In the all..un-
portanteveninghoun--will continue throu~h
their lives the intellectual growth begun In
college, by cultivating their tastes in. the fi~e
arts, sciences, literature, andexpandingthea
knowledge of the political, social, and civic
affairs of the world in which they live. •••
And the technical educational program-
more than half of which is admissiblein any
Iiberal arts curriculum-providesequal'if not
greater stimulus to such growth than the
highereducationalprogramtodaywhich does
.Dotknow whether tocall itself liberal art or
general education. ••• The disciplines--
philosophy in particular-whichthroughout
the history of human thought have proven
to be the backbonesof systematic, critical
thinking are the most deserted on the
campusesof the liberal arts colleges.••• On
the,otherhand,the engineeringcolleges,with
their heavy programs, their preoccupation

with problems and their solutions, their ob-
jective experimentalstudies, their inexorable
demandfor personaldiscipline in meetingthe
course requirements,not only establish sound
critical modesof rationalthoughtbut develop
work habitsandpersistencyof purpose."

PREXY. He took his Ph.D. at Harvard in
1939 andstayed on as an assistant (the next
year 'an instructor) in history. The day after
the attack on Pearl Harbor, he volunteered
for service and was inducted into the Army
as a private. Becauseof his FL proficiency ~e
was transferredtoa military intelligencetram-
ing center, and in 1944 went o~erseas as
officer in charge ofan interrogation team.
While in Europe he received the Silver Star,
the Bronze Star, and the Purple Heart. He
was separatedfrom service in 1945with the
rank of captain,and 10 years later, Barnaby
C. Keeney, age 40, is the new President of
Brown University.

AND PREXY. At age 40, Frank H. Sparks
was the wealthy head of a successful auto-
mobile accessory plant, though he had only
a country high schooleducation.W akin~ one
morning before daybreak,he wrote himself
a note: "I am going tobe president of a
college, preparationwillbe long, at times
discouraging,but in 10 years I can b~ one
of the best preparedcollege presidents~ the
United States." Resigning some of his Jobs,
he plungedzestfully into undergraduatework
at Butler University. Four years later (1935),
possessedofa B.A., he quit his business (in-
cluding directorship of a bank), and began
graduatework. At the University of Southern
California he collected his Master's (1937)
and Ph.D. (1941). Ten years after he had
written the note, he became President of
WabashCollege,backhomein Indiana.Seven
years later (1948), when privately financed
colleges faced the possibility of hav~g to
seek federal subsidies in order to survrve, he
and President Thomas E. Jones of Earlham
College decided to appeal to Indiana in-
dustrialists. Five calls got them $15,000.
Today, their idea has spread from c~ast. to
coast is sponsoredbya nationaloegameanon
and ieaders in American business,is one of
the brighthopesof privateandchurch-related
colleges anduniversities.

FRENCH WINDOWS. Lafayette, where are
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we? Recent surveys by the French Institute
of Public Opinion, covering a crO~OD
of aU social classes, should be sobering to
American tourists (and should be reported
for discuaion in French classes). Of French-
me1l polled, only 8% said they know Eng-
lish, 220/0said they have a "smattering" of
it, 70% said they don't understanda word
of it-and 82% said they had never met an
AmericatL Only28% belie~ed that Americans
are "peace-loving:" We have an irritating
way oE treating Frenchmen "like poor rela-
tions," accordingto /'0% of those interviewed,
and 26% said that their feelings toward the
United States had "chilled" in recent years
(only 9% reporting they Ielt better about
Americans than they did just after the war).
A. for American "culture," 70% of the
French don't like our chewing gum, 54%
don't like our jazz, but 73% l~e our house-
hold appliances and 640/0 describe ua as
"practical" people. The averageFrenchman,
accordingto the pollsters, thinks Americans
are "overgrown children" who can't mind
their own business, but only 10% favor an
alliancewith Russia againstus.

AUSTRALIA. The 4th biennial congressof
the Australasian Universities MLA was held
at the new QueenslandcampusnearBrisbane
on 17-23 Aug., with 85 in attendance, in-
cluding Werner P. Friederich (North Caro-
lina) andA. Grove Day (Hawaii), who con-
veyed official greetingsof the MLA of Amer-
ica. At the next congress, tobeheldat Ho-
bart, Tasmania,in Feb. 1957,the theme will
he "the classical heritage,"andclassicists will
be invited to attend.Officers of AUMLA are:
president, L. A. Triebel (Tasmania);vice
president,R. Jackson (New England); secre-
tary, H. MacLean (Melbourne); treasurer,
R. P. Meijer (Melbourne). The Association
bas an official journal, AUMLA (45s), and
also issues Proceedings and aN ewsletter,

PRISONERS OF WHAT? Appointedby the
Secretary of Defense, a Committee on
Prisoners of War has reportedto the Penta-
gon: ('When plunged into a Communist in-
doctrination mill, the average American
P.O.W.was undera serioushandicap••••He
wu compelled to participate in debates.He
had to tell what be knew about American
~litia and.American history. And many
t1D1e8 the C~ or Korean instructors knew
more about these subjects than he did. This

brainstormingcaughtmanyAmerican prison-
ers off guard••••A largenumberof American
P.O.W.'s did not know what the Communist
programwas all about. ••• They couldn't
answerargumentsin favor of communismwith
argumentsin favor of Americanism, because
they knew very little about their America."
A greatmany of these servicemenwere teen..
a.gers.Whose.fault wasit that they knew so
Iittle about either Communismor America?
Whose responsibility is education,anyhow?

ACTION PROGRAM. "A child can hardly
be expectedto foreseehis future needs,those
elements of educationthat might make him
a more useful, effective member of so..
~ie;y.. .. .. • His situation may be clearer •••
1£It be recalled that, in any gathering,the
personwho most needsa bath is not the one
most awareof his need.••• If we intend to
survive, we shal] haveto strengthenthe hands
of those school teachers and administrators
everywhere who are opposingthe degrading
of educationto the levels of the nursery and
the school of charm.It is understandablethat
~chool officials who have never had any
Intellectual experience in their lives should
try to compensatelor this by denying the
reality of intellectual discipline, but such
personsshouldnot be determiningeducational
policies. ••• Get yourselves elected to school
boards.Insist that the school superintendents
and principals employed be persons whose
educationhasnot beenlimited to 'Education.'
Work for highersalariesfor efficient teachers.
Work for specialrecognitionof thoseteachers
who have beennotably successful in instilling
into their students a zest for intellectual
achievement..•• Combatstate requirements
for teachercertification that specify pedagogy
at the expense of understandingof the sub-
jects to be taught.Insist that the primaryduty
of the school isto assist young people tobe-
come intelligent adults." Joel H. Hildebrand
(California), President of the American
ChemicalSociety, said it, on 12Sept. 1955.

SUFFERED MOST. "Two absurd and
dangerousnotions held by a large body of
American educationists tend to lower our
educational standards and undermine our
educational system: Any subject that the
averagepupil cannotpass successfully should
bedroppedor 'modified';andany subjectthat
cannotdemonstrateits practicalusefulnesshas
no place in the curriculum. • ••Since about
one third of the secondary student body
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consists of pupils who are 'non-academicaIly-
minded,' the high school has been forced to
make the shabbiestcompromises.In an effort
to provide something educationallyvaluable
and interesting,curriculum makersdeveloped
'watered~down' courses like general science,
general mathematics,and general language.
As this was not sufficient, the 'core program'
was devised. Since the pupil no longer took
genuine academic subjects and was,in all
honesty, not entitled to an academic high-
school diploma, the 'general' diploma was
created, .. .. .. Curiously enough, since the
'slow' pupil did not learn even on the ele-
mentary level, it was necessary to resort to
the expedientof organizing'remedial' classes
in Engl~sh) reading, and arithmetic in high
school. ••• The natural result has been a
marked increase in shops and crafts and an
alarming decline in the academic program.
'niffirult' s1Jhject~ :arp dodep.ct 0 : -0 Phy~~t.:'~ ;~

disappearing•••.From the viewpoint that a
subject was good for the pupil as long as he
did not like it,we have now arrived at the
philosophy that anything the student likes is
goodfor him. UnderLife Adjustment Educa-
tion, clay-modeling,ping pong,photography,
wood-carving, stamp-collecting, etc., are
seriously offered as school activities••••Un-
fortunately, the area that has suffered most
in the educational readjustment is that of
foreign languages."TheodoreHuebenersaid
it,in School and Society for 28 May 1955
(pp, 164-165).He is Director of FLs in the
New York City Schools.

ENRICHMENT. In the 2 April issue of
School and Society we read a statement by
President Wilson of Texas that one of the
state-supportedinstitutions, deep in the heart
of, offers a credit course in batontwirling. We
were still feeling dizzy when we read, in the
30 April issue,a deadpan,richly ironic sum-
mary by the Editor of 5&5, William Brick-
man, of an offering during the past 3 years
of Fort Scott (Kan.) Junior College, fully
described(5 pages) in the March numberof
the Junior College Bulletin. This isa semester
course in "Telephone Techniques," offered
by a Mrs. OpheliaK. Hendersonfor 2 credits.
Let Professor Brickman describe it: "The
course comprises, among other topics, the
following: brief history of the telephoneand
telephonic communication, telephone per..
sonalizing techniques, effective opening and
closing techniques, how to obtain informa-

tion over the telephone,how to withhold in-
formation over the telephone,and telephone
wire-tapping ('a special problem'). Of par-
ticular interest is the unit, 'How to make ap-
pointments by telephone, including the ap-
pointment for the employment interview,'
which, together with the one on 'Telephone
personalizingtechniques,' would seem to be
most appropriate for correlation with the
course on 'Dating' offered in many high
schools••••It is clear that the communica-
tion-centeredcurriculum is being broadened
to provide for the real needs of college stu...
dents. But why stop with the telephone?"The
title of Brickman's little article is "Enriching
the College Curriculum."

EDUCATION. JohnDewey said it: "You can
have facts without thinking, but you cannot
have thinking without facts." •••In 1900,1
out of 60collegestudentsgraduated;in 1954,
lout of 8..•.GeneralElectric employssome
23,000 college graduates (from more than
540 institutions) and is this year matching
any gifts (up to $1,000) made by them to
their alumni funds. ••. When Pan American
Airways queried 1,944institutions of higher
learning recently, only 137 indicated that
they granted academic credit for "educa-
tional" travel abroad(257saying they offered
"professional recognition" of some sort, but
not credit)•.•0 In 1954there were 122,677
studentsenrolledin West Germanuniversities,
about35% of themfinancedby their families
(in 1951,37.7%)..••The "new education,"
according to the Rev. Jerome J. Marchetti,
S.J. (St. Louis), has produced"poor spelling,
weak reading ability with little or no com-
prehension, ineffective written and oral ex-
pression, little originality and less imagina-
tion." •••More than 1,000Negro students
attend100universities which up toafew years
agowere restricted to whites••••Only 1 high
school student in 13is enrolled in a chem-
istry course (accordingto the Manufacturing
Chemists Association)•.••Americans spend
nearly$1 billion a year to beautify their lawns
and gardens.•••Although between 1940
and 1954the real income of the averagein-
dustrial worker has increased almost 50%
(physicians, about80%; lawyers, 10%), col-
lege faculty members have fallen behind in
their real income by 5%•••• The male col-
lege graduate will receive an average of
$100,000more in lifetime income than the
averagehigh school graduate(according to
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2 populationexperts)••••Beginningpay for
the 1955 June engineeringgraduate (with
a B.S.) was $381 a month, comparedwith
$363the year before,andelectrical engineers
got$416••••

SCHOOLTEACHERS. Their averagesalary
is ~3,816 a year (the overall averageranging
from $2,050in Mississippi to $4,950in New
York State). In Macon, Ga., they start at
$1,900;in Los Angeles, at $3,940.The top
salary can (but rarely does) run as high as
$8,500( GreatNeck, N.Y.). Last Jan.starting
teachers with a college \degree got about
$3,432in New York City's schools; we read
this in the Times (26 jan.); which compared
their $66 a week with the ~B4 received by a
starting Sanitation Departmentworker who
sweepsstreets,drives a truck, or loadsgarbage.
What promptedthe comparisonwas a threat-
enedstrike in lVianhattanandBronx garages;
the unionwas demandingincreases(andother
benefits) for floor men receiving $65.99 a
week and washers receiving $72.35.Said the
Times: ~GW e contend that there is something
wrong with a society's scale of values when
this situation exists, and that it calls for
correction."

JOB MART. As you know by now, at the
Chicago meeting We shall try for the first
time to bring a little coherenceand dignity
toa situation that has grown to alarming
proportionsand that we can no longer pre-
tend isn't there. We solicit your patienceand
your cooperation aswe grope toward an
orderly solution. Members should note care-
fully that the MLA is not opening a year-
aroundplacementservice; for this, members
in English may turn to the College English
Association, and members in FLs to their
AATs. We have no intention of competing
with these admirablefacilities,which deserve
to be better known. Our convention-time
services end with the convention.

ARE THERE? GroverC. Smith, Jr. (Duke),
writes: "I wonderif there arenot many MLA
memberswho, insteadof keepingafileof the
journal,tearout only certainarticles for refer-
ence. If so, would it not be worth while, even
at the cost of leaving afew pagesblank, for
each article to begin on an odd-numbered
page? Otherwise, consecutive articles when
torn out must sometimes be kept together,

whereas itis more convenient tofile them
separatelyif they dealwith unrelatedsubjects.
As to blank pages, these might be avoided
by distributing the advertisements. (Hope I
don't soundsacrilegious.)"

LONG BEACH. In case you didn't know, it's
in California,it hasa StateCollege,andthere
are 127 full-time membersof the faculty, one
of whom teaches FLs, 12 English, and 31
Education. A friend of ours, studying the
catalogue recently, sent us these statistics.
Seems there are, besides the 31 teachers of
Education (plus one educational psycholo-
gist), 15 full-time teachers of science, 24 of
social science, 10 of physical education.The
solitary teacherof PLs can, if he gets lonely,
talk to the solitary teacher of chemistry, or
physics. Maybe hefeels outnumberedby the
2 teachersof geography,or mathematics.

PARANOMASIA. It was William Y. Tindall,
we think (and it was probablya lot of other
people too), who once wrote that "the pun
is mightier thanthe word." Anyhow, we think
you'd like to know that when several Marxist
publicationsrequestedreview copiesof David
Erdman's Blake: Prophet against Empire,
somebodyat the Princeton University Press,
which publishedthe book, mutteredthat this
was carrying investigation of the prophet
motive too far.

THE BALLOT. Responding to our remarks
on this subject (Sept., p. v), a memberwrites:
"I didn't vote. Some of the names I had no
real knowledgeof; those I knew ofas scholars
Idid not know as committeemembers-what
ideas they would have, how available they
would be, how cooperativein this particular
work. The biographicaldatais interestingbut
does not tell me what sort of Council member

.an individual will make. I did not want to
vote at random, or by the suggestion of
friends-'Vote for Z,he'sa goodman.'What
is 'good' inthis connection?In not voting I
believed Iwas behaving like a responsible
member,not interveningwhere I did not know
the real issues." This conscientious reasoning
fascinates us. Like so many problems of the
MLA, itis really a larger problem-one,in-
deed, of the central problems of life in the
Free World, where everything is more im-
mediate,andeverything immenselymorecom-
plex, thanitwas yesterday.Despite the manu-
scripts that cross our desk daily, we some-
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times wonder if the truly scholarly decision is
ever made-if delicate weighing, and
thoroughassaying,can result in a vote of con-
fidence for anyoneother thanone's self, Our
sympathy lies with the attitude expressed by
our correspondent.But to other waverers, we
point out only that one need not exercise his
full franchise;he may vote for the one person
that he thinks would make a good Council-
man in an Association like ours. After work-
ing with nine different Executive Councils-
andwith some Councilmenwho shouldnever
have beenelected-wecan say, with complete
sincerity, that the MLA choosesits representa-
tive governingbody well. There is rarely the
smell of politics; there is normally a healthy
concernfor the welfare of our profession.

MLA PRESIDENTS. How old (to say
nothingof how gooda scholar) must amem-
ber betobe elected President of this Associa-
~lvii? ~7 c: n--vii'1: "if tV Ct.ll:)wcr roe question,
but we were fascinated by the attempt ofa
psychologist, Harvey C. Lehman -(Ohio
State), tofind the answer for professional
organizations in general. W riting in the
Scientific Monthly (May 1955,pp, 293-298)
he analyzed "age data" for 3,394presidents
and former presidentsof 68 societies-includ-
ing the MLA. Among his conclusions: there
is little or no relationship between the num-
ber of members and the agesof a society's
presidents;"the fifties are predominantlythe
years during which both men andwomen are
most likely to becomepresidentsof their pro-
fessional organizations"; "sheer professional
merit, in the narrower sense of that term,
is not the sole factor that determineswhether
or not an individual is destined to become
the presidentofhis professionalgroup." All
this setusto calculation;we haveservedunder
10 presidents,whose ages,at the time of their
election, have been 65, 67, 71, 64, 71,60,
60, 69,65, and 82 (mean age, 67.4).

STRICTLY PERSONAL. We can hardly be
unawareofsome curiosity in the profession
concerning our plans upon retirement from
the ML~ secretariat.Although Virginia-born
(Suh!~ It was from 11 years of teaching in
the MIdwest (at OhioState) that we cameto
New York University and the MLA assizn-

d ., bk 0ment, anItsacto the Midwest (at
Indiana University) we intend togo next
fall, We haveno plansbeyondmoreattention
to teaching and our own scholarship than

we've beenable to give since 1946.(Our im-
mediate scholarly endeavors will involve
editing Samson Agonlstes for the Variorum
of Milton's verse, andcompletinga biography
that was almost done in first draft when we
left Columbus to discover Washington
Square.) To avoid misunderstanding we
should perhapsadd that an MLA Executive
Secretary has tenure at NYU, that NYU
more than generously met several offers we
had from elsewhere,and that our decision to
leave was largely for domestic reasons. But
we alreadyknow we shall miss Metropolis,

FRENCH SYMBOLISM. Asa soon-to-retire
Editor, we unblushinglyenvy Justin O'Brien,
Editor of the Romanlc Review, for his ability
to make the Oct. issue of his journal into an
importantbook (specialprice,$1).He turned
this trick by getting the 4 paperson "The
Poetics of French Symbolism" read at the
i~j4 English Institute (by W. M. Frohock,
Judd Hubert, Jackson Mathews, and Warren
Ramsey), asking Harry Levin to write an
introductionandLeRoy Breunig todo a com-
mentary, and then commissioning2 review-
articles by Anna Balakian and OlgaRagusa.
Maybe this marksanew trend in paperbacks.

DIRECTORY ISSUE. We madeevery effort
to achieve accuracy and completenessin the
listsof members,of departmentalchairmen,
and of useful addressesin the Sept. Supple-
ment to PMLA. Nevertheless, from past ex-
periencewe know that some errorshave gone
unnoticed, and weask the cooperation of
members in finding them. Please check your
own listing and that of any organizationor
journal with which you may be connected,
and let us hear of any inaccuraciesor omis-
sions.We particularlywant to recordthe rank
and departmentof every member academi-
cally connected.

FACSIMILE FRAILTY. We don't want to
take sides in any argumentbetween Fredson
Bowers (Virginia) and the producersof the
phenomenally successful Yale facsimile of
Shakespeare'sFirst Folio, but we think all
would-be editors amongour membersshould
read thoughtfully Bowers' review article in
the August issue of Modern Philology (pp,
50-57). Scholars who still believe that a
facsimile isa facsimile can and should profit
from his discussion of the differences among
the collotype, screenedoffset, andunscreened
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or line offset methods;andall editorsinclined
to trust scientific techniquesthey but vaguely
understandwill shudder-aswe shuddered-
while readinghis detailedaccountof how the
cameracan lie when scholarsareunwary.

MARY HULL. Let scholars rememberher
namegratefully, andlet her goodexamplebe
followed by others.In herwill sheleft Cornell
$250,000to aidpublicationby its faculty. The
University mayapplyincomefrom the bequest
up to 80% of the costs of publishing works
"of suchcharacteras shall be likely to advance
its scholarly reputationin the fieldof liberal
studies: history and political science, philos-
ophy, languagesandliterature••••"

FOREIGN STUDENTS. Approximately
20% of them who come here come to study
the humanities.Another 20% study engineer-
ing. The count for other:fields:social sciences
14%, physical and natural sciences 12%,
medicine 9%, business administration 9%,
education S%, agriculture 4%. Last year a
census taken by the Institute of International
Educationshowedabout34,000studentsfrom
129 nations enrolled in 1,456institutions of
higher learningin all of our 48 states. Well
over half of these young people had come
here entirely on their own resources.

ENTRANCE EXAMS. In 1953the Council
of Europe drew up a Conventiongiving stu-
dents who have passedthe entranceexamina-
tions toa university in anyoneof the signa-
tory nations an equal right with nationalsto
enter a university in one ofthe others. This
Convention has now been ratified by Den-
mark, France, the GermanFederalRepublic,
Iceland, Ireland, Luxembourg, Norway, the
Saar, and the United Kingdom.

SUBSIDY SEEKING. Authors need, above
all, persistencewhen they havea worthy proj-
ect. The MLA sponsoredin 1950a Variorum
Commentaryon the Poems of John Milton,
a much-neededstudy. By mid-1951planshad
maturedand a university press estimatedthe
costof publication at $30,000.Since it was
willing to gamblethat half this would bere-
covered,$15,000was needed.DuringJuly and
August the distinguishededitors approached
a numberof major foundations,with nore-
sults. Encouragedby his graduateschool to
test the commontheory that funds are really
available for the Humanities if scholars will
only try seriously to obtainthem, the Editor..

in-Chief, Merritt Y. Hughes (Wisconsin),
during the next 2 years wrote to about 420
foundations.He got afew "bites," but not a
penny. Then, resolved to cut costs and keep
on trying, he and the director of the press
concernedspent another8 months negotiat-
ing with anEnglish pressfor joint publication.
It was eventually decided that a $9,000sub-
sidy might suffice. Hughes again sent out
letters. The CarnegieCorporationoffered the
subsidy needed.

EMERSON SOCIETY. It bas just been
organizedanddues, including subscriptionto
its Quarterly, are $2 a year. Address the Sec-
retary-Treasurer,KennethW. Cameron(Trin-
ity), P.O. Box 1080,Hartford1, Conn.

UNESCO. A nationwidepublic opinionpoll,
takenearly last Aug. by theNationalOpinion
ResearchCenter(affiliated with theUniversity
of Chicago), showed that only 30% (the
samepercentageasin 1953)claimed to have
heard of UNESCQ--andonly half of this
30% actuallyhada corrector partiallycorrect
understandingof UNESCO's purpose.

PREDICTION. "My own guess is that our
age willbe rememberedchiefly for having
been the first age since the dawn of civiliza-
tion in which peopledaredto think it practic-
able to makethe benefits of civilization avail-
able for the whole human race." .Arnold
Toynbee said it.

READING A NEWSPAPER. Lester Markel,
Sunday editor of the New York Times,
estimates that it contains .450,000 words
(about two thirds the length of the Bible),
while the weekday editions contain about
100,000words each.Not surprisingly, he ad-
vocates "skimming" (not tobe confusedwith
skimping) or the systematic selection ofim-
portant articles as part ofa readingroutine.
Properly approached,he counsels, the Times
canbe fruitfully readin half to threequarters
of an hour (instead of 7% hours) daily, in
an hour and a half (instead of 33~ hours)
on Sunday. "I start on the-first page and
read it all the way through,disregardingall
'jump lines,' hopingI canpick up the jumped
stories in the inside pages. This gives per-
spective on the news.I recommendalsoa
pretty full reading of the headlines;out of
them you get the flavor of the news and its
larger sweep, When you come upon what
seemstobe'an importantstory, read at least
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the fu.St few paragraphs.It is a journalistic
custom to condensein the openingsections
the outstandingfacts of any story. Especially
I urge you not to skimp the background
articlesthatexplainwhy thingshappen.These
arethe most importantcontributionsanews-
papercan make."

FOUNDATIONS. There are probably
7,300in the U.S., but most of their total
resources are in the hands of a very few:
Fordt $493,213,842;Rockefeller, $447,686,-
5'3; CarnegieCorporationof N. Y., $li8,-
861,599;W.K. Kellogg, $109,812,214;Duke
Endowment, $109,552,000;Commonwealth
Fund, _105,993,035;and Pew Memorial,
_104,987,129.These facts are reported in a
survey that bas been 4 years in the making,
Mrs. Wilmer S. Rich's AmericanFoundations
dnd Their Fields, in which a foundation is
definedas "a nonprofitlegalentity established
to serve the w4!lfate of mankind, having a
principal fund ofitsown or receiving the
charitablecontributions ofaJiving founder
or founders,andgovernedbyitsown trustees
or directors." More thanhalf of the founda-
tions covered in this survey (4,162) were
establishedin the last 15 years.

BUSE. It's anew quarterly, the BostonUni-
'IIers;ty Studies in English, edited by Edward
Wagenknecht ($4). The firstissuewasa
double numberof 128 pages.Contributions
from non-BU scholars are invited, and they
areaskedto conformto the MLA Style Sheet.
Send MSS to Professor Wagenknecht at
Suite 17, 236 Bay State Road, Boston 15,
Mass.

AMERICAN LITERATURE. The Univer-
sityof Manchesterhas createda permanent
Lectureship init. First holder of the post is
the English critic, Geoffrey Moore, who is
alsoa poet and is currendy writing a novel.
In 1954he published the Penguin Book of
MOdeTn AmeT;can Verse and he is working
on a 2-volwnePenguinpresentingthe Ameri-
canshort story.

HONORS. Fred N. Robinson (Harvard)
was awardedan honoraryLitt.D, by Dublin
on 5 June••••M. H. Abrams (Cornell),
R. A. Aubin (Rutgers), Donald H. Smith
(Georgetown), and A.C. Sprague (Bryn
Mawr) werelast summer made honorary
membersof the faculty of arts at the Royal

University, Malta••••Mark Eccles (Wiscon-
sin) is an Honorary Fellow ofthe Shake-
speareInstitute at Stratford-upon-Avon, and
R.C. Bald (Chicago) is Charles Henry
Foyle Research Fellow••••

ON OWNING BOOKS. "The old-time
scholar accumulatedhis house full of books
on a smaller income than that of today'.
young man. Books were important to him;
they were the fabric of his life; he did with-
out other things; he wore his coat a year
longer and carried home 20 new volumes.
Today's scholar will never be able to afford
books,no matter what his income or his
wife's income,until he feels that booksareat
least as important to him as table cloths,
toothbrushes,cat food, rugs, whiskey, hats,
newspapers,cameras,and all the odds and
endsthat nowcome higheron the list••••Let
us have no nonsenseaboutthe library taking
the place of books in the homeor aboutthe
great number of volumes published every
year. ••• There is a deep personal and
psychological difference between owning a
library andusing someoneelse's. It isa titde
like the difference between owning and rent-
ing a house, between belonging somewhere
and merely passing through. It might even
be the difference between a scientist and a
technician or between a scholar and a
scholarly technician. •'.• We might remem-
ber what GeorgeSaviIe, Marquessof Halifax,
wrote in 1690or thereabouts:'The struggle
for knowledgehath a pleasurein it like that
of wrestling with a nnewoman.'If the scholar
or the readerlind! pleasure,and not merely
duty, in the struggle with learning,then he
will want to live with it in his own houseand
notmerelyto sampleit in the library." August
Fruge said it, in the Saturday Review for 16
July 1955.

GOT A POSTCARD HANDY? We keep
hearingof MLA memberswhowere drawn
to the teachingof literatureor languageafter
workingin other,mostunMLAish fields. Hav-
ing ourselves become a lull-time instructor
in English a month after achieving 22, we
rather envy them, not that we concede our
Joveof literature tobeless, but rather we
learour backgroundfor teachingliteratureis
too exclusively literary. We were never a
berrypicker like Adolph Benson, or a bio-
chemist like Richard Vowles, or a bum like
Perry Miller (FMO, Dec. 1953,p, vii). If
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we hadenoughmaterialon various jobs held
byMLA members before they entered this
profession,we think it would make an inter-
esting paragraphfor this section. Want to
contribute?

JEALOUSIES FORESEEN. A member
writes: "1 find myself in complete disagree-
ment with the reader..system asitis used by
PMLA. As far asI am concernedthe person
submitting a papershould know in advance
who his readeris going to be,so that he can
evaluate his chances and avoid the possible
humiliation of finding his paperrejected on
the basis of criteria that are frequently very
personal. The reader..system of PMLA does
not sufficiently take into consideration the
elementof professionaljealousies.I shall per-
sonally submit my papersonly to periodicals
with a permanentsta1fof editorswhosepoints
ofview and generalintellectual tendenciesI
can evaluate in advance.The attitude I am
taking will not benew to you sinceI have
found- it expressed frequently by my col-
leagues•••" But it ls new to us; during the
previous9 years we never heardit expressed,
except by onescholar in Romancelinguistics,
who offered it more asa warning than asa
criticism. We have taken the warning seri-
ously; we know that professionaljealousy to
some extent exists; but, perhapsfoolishly, we
hadthoughtthe PMLA system a pretty effec-
tive safeguardagainst its potential injustices.
Do many memberssharethe opinionquoted
above?

AMERICAN BOOKSHELF. It's a library
of99 paperbackvolumes of past andcurrent
American literature, and for $30CARE will
ship itto any personor institution abroadin
your name.This isa programof the U. S.
InformationAgency, designedto combatthe
spread of falsehoods about the lack of an
American culture. You are also urgednot to
throw your magazinesaway but to send them
(wrapped but unsealed, labelled "printed
matter-notfor sale") to some friend over-
seas.

~DID YOU KNOW?The 3rd International
Conferenceof University Professors of Eng-
lish will be held at Jesus College,Cambridge,
20..25Aug. 1956••••A GermanHegel So-

-ciety has been founded in Miinchen. •••
·The Microcard Foundation of Middletown,
Conn.,hasmoved its offices to the University

of Wisconsin Press (Madison S). with
ThompsonWebb,.Jr.,as Director••••The
U. S. Quarterly Book Review, publishedfor
the Library of' Congressby the Swallow Press
(Denver 10, Colo.), hasbeencalled"the best
generalcurrent selector of seriousbookspub-
lishedintheU. S." •••TheUse of English
(formerly English ,in Schools), edited ~y
Denys Thompson,is publishedquarterly (12s
6d p.a.) by ChattoandWindus(40William
IV St., London W.C. 2), which took it over
from the Bureau of Current Affairs about4
years ago•••~ For informationon where and
how to obtain a photo ofa particular MS,
monument, painting or other work of art,
consult UNESCO's International Directory
of Photographic Archives of Works of A,Tt,
Volume I (1950) of which lists 1,195collec-
tions in 67 countries,andVolume II (1955)
an additional100collections in 24 countries.
•••Folklorists may submit (to HelenaGamer,
ChicagoJunpublishedor-recently (within the
year) published material of any length for
the 1956 Chicago Folklore Prize of _50
(deadline,15 April) ••••Younger scholars
are encouragedto submit papers(to Hennig
Cohen,South Carolina) for the 13th annual
SoutheasternRenaissanceConference (20-21
April). ••• There is an America": journal
namedETC. (a review of generalsemantics)
and a Mexican journal named Et Cf£tera.
•••There are 1,765daily newspapersinthe
U. S., with a total daily circulation of over
55,,000,000••••Telephoneusers in Dussel-
dorf cancalla numberandget the latest joke;
musiciansin Wien can call a numberandget
a perfect A-tone••••

"AGES OF FAITH." Notre Dame first
offered special courses in medieval studies
in its graduate school in 1933; in 1936
Volume I ofits Publications in Medieval
Studies appeared;in the spring of 1946its
Medieval Institute was established, with
Gerald B. Phelan, former president of the
Pontifical Institute of Medieval Studies at
Toronto, as first Director (succeededin 1952
by Astrik L. Gabriel, Canonof Premontre),
Notre 'Dame oHers M.M.S. and D.M.S. de..
grees (master and doctor of medieval
studies), and the Institute offers a gradl:late
scholarship ($980 plus tuition) to a stu-
dent wishing to qualify for either degre~.
Deadline for completed applications: 1S
March.
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"THE TEACHING of the humanities isa vocation, like that ofa physician or priest;
and the teacher must consider himself not only 'called' but always 'on call.' All
teaching-i.e.,all education-e-mustbe educationof individuals. If one has to practice
the 'lecture method' one must, like. Irving Babbitt, single out each year the few
men of talent deservingof special attention.

"It should be, but is not, a 'self-evident truth' that the teachermust be literary-
not someonewho could as well have becomea lawyer or a wholesalehardwaresales-
man. "This 'Iiterariness' involves close readingof texts, writing, sympathy with crea-
tive writers-those dead, those alive, and those tobe (i.e., the young, the potential
writers). It involves interest in the creative writing and the literary criticism of our
day. The teacherof literature must not only represent tradition, but also engagein
the constant revision of it.

"The teacher must be neither a scribe nor a pharisee.He must be honest with
himself, and with his pupils: must not allow himself to turn into a professional,
handingout information for docile notebooks.

"It is one form of intellectual honesty that the teachershall not limit himself to
asking the students: 'what do you think?' He must givehis own judgmentas well.
Empathy is next to essential, but itis dangerousalso; one must be able both to
listen (asI have heardI. A. Richards do) and also to bear witness and to prophesy.

"The teacher must keep alive. What happensafter he getshis requisite degrees,
after he getsa properpost, after hehas acquiredtenure?How does one keep himself
thereafter from awaiting retirement?Here are some modest proposals.He must be
doing something 'creative' himself (not necessarily scholarship, 'research,' or even
writing). He must not associatemerely with his colleagues: the great teacherscon-
tinue to learn from their bright students,just asdo the poets.He must have friends
outside his own department,and outside the academicworld. There must be steady
cross-fertiliza tion.

CIA vulgar dean I once knew contractually requiredhis staff to take care of their
physical health.But teachersneed much more: the experienceof not being teachers.
They must travel, work with their hands,cook, or make tables and chairs. It would
be spiritually salutary-thoughI confess the notioifUtoplan--thatevery other yeal
teachers workat somethingunrelatedto libraries and books. Colorless girl-graduate
students should stop taking more courses and work in Woolworth~s forayear; but
the equivalentwould be goodfor teachersaswell. It is dangeroustobe called 'Rabbi'
aU one's life.

"Literature isan imitation oflife. Most teachers fail both at teachingitas an art
and at knowing life. Amateur practice not only of poetry and fiction but at music
and paintingwould immeasurablyadd to the understandingof literature asan art.
Participation in politics and religion are central modesof the lexistential'-which is
well-nigh the oppositeof existence. Itissoeasyto 'kill' literature that I often think
It should not be taught.Conscientiousnessmay itself bea modeof destruction.

"Duty and discipline are admirable;but they must start from joy. Only those
obsessedby literature can impart it, and then quite as much byosmosisasbycal-
culatedpedagogyor 'goodteaching'."

Austin Warrensaid it,in May 1952 •
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