
REVIEWS 

”age d6chirant de la condition d’un &re form6 de la poussi&rc 
et &lev6 un peu au-dessous des anges.’ But it is not every- 
body’s hook. :I. E . H . S. 

NEWA~AN,  EDUCATION AND IRELAND.  By U:. F. Stockley. (Sands ; 

ESSAYS IN IRISH RIOGR.4PHY. By w. F. Stockley. (Longmans; 

Dr. Stockley is among the more gifted of modern Irish pub- 
licists ; invariably provocative, he possesses other lcss common 
qualities, terseness of style, accuracy in detail, and a sympathy 
with viewpoints that are not his own. Of these new books the 
study on Newman’s work a t  Dublin will appeal to the larger 
public, for it is the first consistent attempt to trace his influence 
i n  the ncw Irish culture created during the ycars that followetl 
on the famine and the Diaspora. It is still impossible for 11s 

to estimatc the full  extent of that influence. Even yet we cannot 
tell if  h i s  ‘ Catholic University ’ is to fail. Two English Catho- 
l i c ~ ,  Ormsby and Father Darlington, preserved a continuity 
between University College, Dublin, and Newman’s own foun- 
dation, and though an attempt to realize the ‘ Idea of a Uni- 
versity ’ in a new Ireland would meet the same miscomprehen- 
sion, it might gain a t  last some measure of success if New- 
man’s successors were to be unhampered in negotiation by 
nationality o r  genius. 

A student at Trinity and a professor at  Queen’s College, 
Cork, Dr. Stockley is an  initiate of two traditions in Irish 
Education, and his work will be of value to all future biogra- 
phers of Newman, since its sources would seem to be traditional 
as  well a s  documentary. 

Ncwman’s actual achievements during the years he spent in 
the service of thc Irish laity are barely recognized in his English 
‘ Lives.’ Yet through his friendship with O’Curry and W. K. 
Sullivan he became in a sense the foster parent of modern 
Gaelic scholarship. I t  was an unexpected responsibility, and the 
study on Dr. Henebry in ‘ Essays in Irish Biography ’ sug- 
gests how strange was the fosterling. For  Dr. Henebry repre- 
smted  much that was most admirable in the new movement. 
His theory of ‘denudation ’ in style, derived from his sense 
of thc hard strength of Old Irish helped to redeem the prose 
of the last generation from ‘ Kiltartan ’ English and Pearse’s 
sinuous Gaelic. Yct his crude intolerance in controversy seems 
to show how little Newman’s influence had effected. Dr.  Stock- 
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BLACKFRIARS 

ley’s second book is t h u s  an interesting commentary on his 
study of Newman. For  if  the essays on Dr. Henebry and Canon 
Shechan illustrate post-Newman I reland, those on the politics 
and religion of Thomas More illuminate the merging cultures 
of an carlier Dublin. I t  is perhaps to be regretted that of these 
two volumes the commentary is of greater value than the text. 
The work on Newman is marred by defects almost absent from 
‘ Essays in Irish Biography. ’ Judgments on English Catholi- 
ci5m are intemperate, generalizations are too common, and at 
times the line of thought can be barely followed through mazes 
of elliptic. prose, clouded b> too-picturesque nrchairisms, and 
words only half familiar to an English reader, ‘ worrited,’ ‘ re- 
ncague.’ Yet though it is to be hoped that Dr. Stoclrley will 
replace his study on Ncwman by a larger volume, more detailed 
and a t  times perhaps more temperate, hi5 book of essays will 
retain a permanent position in  the literarj history of Ireland. 

G.M. 

DOCTRINE FOR THE JUNIORS. A Teachrt 5’ Aid-Rook with Child- 
ren of Pre-Catechism Age. I3! the Rev. F. H. Drinkwater. 
With a Supplcmentary Chaptcr by Fr. Roche, S.J. (Burns, 
Oates and Washbourne; pp. 66; r/6.) 

‘ I n  spite of almost universal school custom,’ the author be- 
g i n s ,  ‘ it mu5t be said that God (lid not intcnd children of 
primary school ace  to sit assembled in desks and endure long 
formal lesson4 ; i f  hc did he would have made them differently. 
Ideast of all did he intend this to happen in teaching religion, 
and the whole idea of it is rather blasphemous, like putting 
skylarks in cages.’ I t  seems, however, that present conditions 
must be accepted, and F r .  Drinkwater niakes the best of them. 
It  is difficult to exaggerate the value of the ‘ Sower Scheme ’ 
books, and this latest addition to them will help the teacher 
to give the young child a realization of the main facts of Catho- 
lic teaching through a method which sets little store on parrot- 
like repetition, but which appeals to the eye as well as the ear, 
to the instinct for acting and doing, to the interest in narrative. 
The cssential simplicity o f  Catholicism is realized, and the need 
of keeping it clear, certainly so far as children are concerned, 
from the mentalitv of Whitehall-in the pejorative sensc. After 
all, the difficulty of being a good Catholic is more that of mak- 
i n g  a n  effort than of finding a way through a maze. 

T. G .  




