
Local Peace, International Builders

Communal disputes over local issues such as land use, cattle herding,
and access to scarce resources are a leading cause of conflict across
the world. In the coming decades, climate change, forced migration,
and violent extremism will exacerbate such disputes in places that are
ill equipped to handle them. Local Peace, International Builders exam-
ines the conditions under which international interventions mitigate
communal violence. The book argues that civilian perceptions of impar-
tiality, driven primarily by the legacies of colonialism, shape interveners’
ability to manage local disputes. Drawing on georeferenced data on
the deployment of over 100,000 UN peacekeepers to fragile settings in
the twenty-first century as well as a multimethod study of intervention
in Mali – where widespread violence is managed by the international
community – this book highlights a critical pathway through which
interventions can maintain order in the international system. This title
is also available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.

William G. Nomikos is Assistant Professor of Political Science at
the University of California, Santa Barbara and the director of the
Data-driven Analysis of Peace Project lab. His research focuses on inter-
national intervention, political violence, statebuilding, and intergroup
relations. He has published widely on these topics and worked for the
UN, the EU, the US Agency for International Development, and the
Council on Foreign Relations.
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Book Overview

Communal disputes over local issues such as land use, cattle herding,
and access to scarce resources are a leading cause of conflict all over
the world. In the coming decades, climate change, forced migration,
and violent extremism will exacerbate such disputes in places that are
ill equipped to handle them. Despite abundant evidence that interna-
tional peacekeepers limit armed group violence, we know little about
their ability to contain more localized forms of violence. Local Peace,
International Builders explains the conditions under which international
peacekeeping operations promote peaceful interactions between civil-
ian communities in fragile settings. Its central theoretical insight is that
civilian perceptions of peacekeepers’ impartiality shape their ability to
manage local disputes. My argument draws on georeferenced data on
the deployment of more than 100,000 peacekeepers to localities across
Africa from 1999 to 2019 as well as a multimethod study of peacekeeping
in Mali, a West African country with widespread violence managed by
peacekeepers. This data includes nearly fifty interviews with local polit-
ical, religious, and traditional leaders; behavioral games with more than
500 Malians from fourteen ethnicities; and surveys of 1,400 civilians.
The book highlights a critical pathway through which UN peacekeeping
may successfully maintain order in the international system. The findings
have clear implications for how we think about foreign interventions –
and how they can be better designed in the future to prevent violence in
conflict and postconflict settings.
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