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Abstract
The literature on political participation has consistently found that protest positively and
significantly correlates with voting. However, Chile can be considered a deviant case to
this pattern. During the last decade, Chileans who participated in street demonstrations
were unlikely to participate in elections. What explains this anomaly? We argue that
this rupture between participation in protest and in elections results from an effective dis-
tancing between social-movement organisations (SMOs) and institutional politics.
However, this distancing of SMOs from party politics has not been homogeneous. To
examine this heterogeneity, we conduct a comparative design of two cases: the labour
and student movements. Based on a mixed-methods study that combines interviews
with movement leaders and surveys of protest participants in marches, we seek to high-
light the mediating role of SMOs in the promotion of different forms of political
participation.

Keywords: political participation; social-movement organisations; Chilean politics; labour movement;
student movement

Introduction
Extant scholarship has consistently shown a positive correlation between protest
and voting.1 The link is intuitive: participating in protests increases activists’
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1See, for example, Alan Schussman and Sarah A. Soule, ‘Process and Protest: Accounting for Individual
Protest Participation’, Social Forces, 84: 2 (2005), pp. 1083–108; Samuel H. Barnes and Max Kaase, Political
Action: Mass Participation in Five Western Democracies (Beverly Hills, CA: SAGE, 1979); Clive Bean,
‘Participation and Political Protest: A Model with Australian Evidence’, Political Behavior, 13: 3 (1991),
pp. 253–83; Clare Saunders, ‘Anti-Politics in Action? Measurement Dilemmas in the Study of
Unconventional Political Participation’, Political Research Quarterly, 67: 3 (2014), pp. 574–88; Katerina
Vrablikova and Lukas Linek, ‘Explaining the Composition of an Individual’s Political Repertoire: Voting
and Protesting’, paper presented at the Midwest Political Science Association (MPSA) Conference, 2015,
pp. 1–21.

Journal of Latin American Studies (2023), 55, 705–732
doi:10.1017/S0022216X23000706

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022216X23000706 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6610-3809
mailto:rodrigo.medel@unab.cl
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog?doi=https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022216X23000706&domain=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022216X23000706


interest in politics and motivates them to also participate in elections.2 Conversely,
the kind of political socialisation that leads to electoral participation (hereafter EP)
may predispose people to participate in protest politics on some issues. Whatever
the direction of the causation is – an issue we do not tackle here – the relationship
between participation in protests and elections is different in the case of Chile.
Several studies show that since the mid-2000s, the country has experienced an
increase in non-electoral political participation (hereafter NEP), especially in pro-
test activities.3 But this has not gone hand in hand with participation in electoral
politics. On the contrary, over the past few decades, Chile has experienced a grow-
ing sense of disillusionment with electoral politics, particularly among the younger
generation, which further intensified with the implementation of voluntary voting
in 2012. By the mid-2010s, almost one-third of Chileans who reported engaging in
NEP refrained from voting.4 Until 2020, the country had one of the lowest EP rates
in Western democracies and the Americas.5

Chile’s political culture may be changing because of the massive protests of 2019
(commonly referred to as the ‘social outburst’),6 the constituent process that they
triggered, the election of leftist leader Gabriel Boric as president, and the reintro-
duction of compulsory voting in 2022. This article, however, addresses the period
from the transition to democracy up to the critical juncture of the social outburst,
with particular attention given to the decade of voluntary voting in Chile (2012–22).
We seek to explain why Chile, a country that became politicised and has seen an
unprecedented increase in collective protest over the last decade, nevertheless failed
to move voters to the ballots.

We argue that, in general, one powerful reason why protest is correlated with
voting relates to the importance of social-movement organisations (SMOs).
Traditionally, these play a dual role. On the one hand, they are responsible for
providing the necessary resources, mainly civic skills,7 to carry out NEP. On the
other hand, these organisations contribute to create a context that shapes
electoral preferences and makes people more likely to express them at the ballot

2Carol Galais, ‘Don’t Vote for Them: The Effects of the Spanish Indignant Movement on Attitudes about
Voting’, Journal of Elections, Public Opinion and Parties, 24: 3 (2014), pp. 334–50; Saunders, ‘Anti-Politics
in Action?’

3See, for example, Programa de las Naciones Unidas para el Desarrollo (United Nations Development
Programme, PNUD), Informe sobre desarrollo humano en Chile 2015: Los tiempos de la politización
(Santiago: PNUD, 2015); Alfredo Joignant et al., Informe anual: Observatorio de Conflictos 2020
(Santiago: COES, 2020); Nicolás M. Somma and Rodrigo M. Medel, ‘Shifting Relationships between
Social Movements and Institutional Politics’, in Sofia Donoso and Marisa von Bülow (eds.), Social
Movements in Chile: Organization, Trajectories, and Political Consequences (London: Palgrave
Macmillan, 2017), pp. 29–61.

4This trend has been well documented in Rodrigo Medel Sierralta, ‘Participación política fragmentada:
La compleja relación entre participación electoral y no electoral en países democráticos’, doctoral disserta-
tion, Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile, 2019, available at https://doi.org/10.7764/tesisUC/CIP/48428,
last access 30 June 2023.

5Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (IDEA), Voter Turnout Database, available at www.
idea.int/data-tools/data/voter-turnout, last access 30 June 2023.

6Nicolás M. Somma et al., ‘No Water in the Oasis: The Chilean Spring of 2019–2020’, Social Movement
Studies, 20: 4 (2021), pp. 495–502.

7Sidney Verba, Kay Lehman Schlozman and Henry E. Brady, Voice and Equality: Civic Voluntarism in
American Politics (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1995).
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box.8 Recent empirical studies have confirmed that civil associations play a pivotal
role in connecting the two dimensions of political participation (EP and NEP).9

Consequently, civil associations are considered a traditional bridge that links
these two dimensions, underscoring their importance in facilitating political
participation.

Can SMOs provide citizens with the necessary resources for participating in pro-
tests but fail to create a context that stimulates social predispositions towards vot-
ing? This article argues that such a rupture is possible when there is an effective
distancing between SMOs and institutional politics. Effective distancing means
that SMOs are ideologically distant from party politics and have autonomy in
terms of resources. The particularity of the Chilean case, and what makes it an
interesting case to test this argument, is that the distancing of SMOs has not
been homogeneous but varies across social movements. Although there is a general
malaise in the population towards party politics, the main trade-union federations
have maintained a dependent relationship with political parties, especially regard-
ing their resources. This dependency stands in contrast with most student organ-
isations, which have remained autonomous and in open rejection of the traditional
parties.

Although the student movement in Chile has garnered most scholarly attention
for its political impact, since the mid-2000s various other social movements have
arisen and have also wielded significant influence on public discourse and policy
without relying on political parties. For example, the environmental movement
effectively obstructed initiatives such as Patagonia sin Represas (Patagonia without
Dams).10 Additionally, the No Más Administradoras de Fondos de Pensiones (No
More Pension Fund Administrators, No + AFP) movement, an independent citizen
initiative that opposed the existing pension system, orchestrated extensive protests
across the country in 2016 that continue to be prominent in public discourse des-
pite the lack of action taken to address the system’s inadequacies.11 In May 2018,
feminist university students, primarily organised within local organisations, staged
a series of protests that brought the education system to a standstill and led to mod-
ifications in university protocols.12 As a result, recent protests in Chile have success-
fully pressured the government to respond to various public-policy demands.
However, a crucial aspect of these protests has been the inability of political parties
to co-opt them and present themselves as representatives of the people’s demands.
Hence, the student movement is a more accurate depiction of the Chilean

8Carol A. Cassel, ‘Voluntary Associations, Churches, and Social Participation Theories of Turnout’,
Social Science Quarterly, 80: 3 (1999), pp. 504–17.

9Rodrigo M. Medel, ‘When Do Active Citizens Abstain from the Polls? Civic Associations, Non-Electoral
Participation, and Voting in 21st-Century Democracies’, Acta Politica, 2023 [online], available at https://
doi.org/10.1057/s41269-023-00290-x, last access 22 July 2023.

10Colombina Schaeffer, ‘Democratizing the Flows of Democracy: Patagonia sin Represas in the
Awakening of Chile’s Civil Society’, in Donoso and von Bülow (eds.), Social Movements in Chile,
pp. 131–60.

11Joaquín Rozas and Antoine Maillet, ‘Entre marchas, plebiscitos e iniciativas de ley: Innovación en el
repertorio de estrategias del movimiento No Más AFP en Chile (2014–2018)’, Izquierdas, 48 (Nov.
2019), pp. 1–21.

12Catherine Reyes-Housholder and Beatriz Roque, ‘Chile 2018: Desafíos al poder de género desde la calle
hasta La Moneda’, Revista de Ciencia Política, 39: 2 (2019), pp. 191–216.
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social-movement landscape than the labour movement. Taking the student move-
ment as a fairly representative case of the field of social movements in Chile and the
labour movement as a rather exceptional case, our argument is that these different
relationships between SMOs and politics produce dissimilar behaviours toward
electoral politics.

To test this argument, we employ a mixed-methods research design. In the first
section, we conduct a comparative analysis of Chile’s political-participation land-
scape, highlighting the fragmentation between its electoral and non-electoral
aspects. Utilising cross-sectional data from the World Values Survey (henceforth
WVS), we establish that the relationship between voting and protest in Chile
over the past decade can be considered a deviant case (details in the following sec-
tion). In the second section, we conduct interviews with leaders from student and
trade-union organisations to elucidate the factors influencing their promotion of
EP. We then explore whether activists affiliated with the labour and student move-
ments, which differ in their levels of engagement with institutional politics, exhibit
diverse electoral behaviours. For this purpose, we utilise surveys conducted with
individuals who participated in protests as part of the ‘Caught in the Act of
Protest: Contextualising Contestation’ (henceforth CCC) project. These surveys
employed a systematic sampling procedure and covered various topics, including
questions about participants’ electoral involvement. Additionally, the dataset incor-
porates surveys conducted during a march organised by human-rights organisa-
tions and another by the LGBT movement. These cases serve as comparative
references to enhance the external validity of our argument, with the
LGBT-movement march representing more similarities to the student movement
and the human-rights march aligning closer with the labour movement. Finally,
we discuss our results in the concluding section.

Our findings suggest that student-movement organisations encounter specific
challenges in mobilising their members for engagement in electoral politics.
These challenges stem from their relative detachment from political parties and
their independence in terms of material and ideological resources. This is less
true for labour organisations, which are typically more closely aligned with political
parties and have greater access to resources that can be used to promote EP. In con-
trast to student SMOs, labour organisations may be more likely to encourage their
members to participate in electoral politics, recognising the potential benefits of EP
for advancing their interests and achieving policy goals.

Although we focus on Chile, our argument has important implications for other
Latin American countries where social movements have become increasingly dis-
tanced from institutional politics. Even leftist governments, traditionally closer to
– or even originating from – movements, have been challenged by them, as illu-
strated by the cases of Evo Morales in Bolivia and Lula da Silva in Brazil. Recent
popular protests in Colombia (2019–21), Ecuador (2019) and Peru (2022–3)
have discredited large chunks of the political elite, threatening to further disconnect
the citizenry from the political parties. And, while Latin American progressive
movements generally have democratic credentials, by challenging the political sta-
tus quo they may increase citizen disaffection in ways that endanger democracy.
This is a relevant issue since citizen support for democracy in the region has
decreased from 68 per cent in 2004 to 61 per cent in 2021, according to the
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Latin American Public Opinion Project (LAPOP).13 Likewise, the global level of lib-
eral democracy in the region, according to Varieties of Democracy (V-Dem), has
been decreasing during the last decade,14 with eight countries becoming more auto-
cratic and only three becoming more democratic.15 As many Latin American parties
resemble electoral machines more than vehicles for democratic representation,16 social
movements lack incentives for building ties with them, exacerbating the crisis of
representation and discomfort with the functioning of democracy. Thus, the
Chilean case provides valuable insights into broader regional trends.

Different Approaches to Institutional Politics: The Case of Chile
Chile’s transition to democracy was characterised by the progressive demobilisa-
tion and depoliticisation of civil society.17 Elements such as the binominal sys-
tem,18 problems of the legitimacy of the democratic institutions inherited from
the dictatorship,19 and the co-optation of civil-society organisations by trad-
itional political parties that responded to the interests of the elite,20 have been
the most recurrent arguments. The role played by politicians in this depoliticisa-
tion process is controversial. Some authors argue that the Concertación de
Partidos por la Democracia (henceforth Concertación), the coalition of centre-
left parties that governed between 1990 and 2010, disconnected from the protest
movements of the mid-1980s, abandoned former allies and took a more conser-
vative centrist turn.21 Another argument is that protest movements were waiting
for governments to engage in the promised reforms to the neoliberal model.
Both arguments help explain why the 1990s are characterised as a decade of
low social-movement activity.

13Latin American Public Opinion Project (LAPOP), AmericasBarometer 2021: Pulse of Democracy, avail-
able at www.vanderbilt.edu/lapop/ab2021/2021_LAPOP_AmericasBarometer_2021_Pulse_of_Democracy.
pdf, last access 30 June 2023.

14Varieties of Democracy (V-Dem), Reporte de la democracia 2023: Resistencia frente a la autocratización,
p. 13, available at https://v-dem.net/documents/35/V-dem_democracyreport2023_espanol_med.pdf, last access
30 June 2023.

15Ibid., p. 23.
16Juan Pablo Luna et al., Diminished Parties: Democratic Representation in Contemporary Latin America

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2021).
17Ryan E. Carlin, ‘The Decline of Citizen Participation in Electoral Politics in Post-Authoritarian Chile’,

Democratization, 13: 4 (2006), pp. 632–51; Gonzalo Delamaza, Enhancing Democracy: Public Policies and
Citizen Participation in Chile (Oxford and New York: Berghahn, 2014).

18Peter M. Siavelis, The President and Congress in Post-Authoritarian Chile: Legislative and Electoral
Constraints to Democratic Consolidation (Pennsylvania, PA: Pennsylvania State University Press, 2000).

19Manuel Antonio Garretón, Incomplete Democracy: Political Democratisation in Chile and Latin
America (Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 2004).

20Cathy Schneider, Shantytown Protest in Pinochet’s Chile (Philadelphia, PA: Temple University Press,
1995); Peter Winn, Victims of the Chilean Miracle: Workers and Neoliberalism in the Pinochet Era,
1973–2002 (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2004).

21Philip Oxhorn, ‘Where Did All the Protesters Go? Popular Mobilisation and the Transition to
Democracy in Chile’, Latin American Perspectives, 21: 3 (1994), pp. 49–68; Kenneth M. Roberts, ‘(Re)
Politicizing Inequalities: Movements, Parties, and Social Citizenship in Chile’, Journal of Politics in Latin
America, 8: 3 (2016), pp. 125–54.
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At the beginning of the 2000s, several authors noted the worrying distancing
between civil society and political parties.22 Arguably, an exception to this trend
was the Communist Party. The Communists opposed the elite-driven transition
to democracy in the 1980s. Once democracy was regained, the party was left out
of the Concertación and played a marginal role in institutional politics. In the con-
text of a binominal electoral system that sought to foster the creation of broad coa-
litions, the Communist Party struggled to gain parliamentary representation.
Instead, with the Partido Humanista and other smaller left-wing political forces,
it formed the ‘extra-parliamentary’ Left. The party’s efforts were concentrated in
gaining influence in SMOs, which partly explains why the party kept its linkages
with both students’23 and workers’ organisations.24

Besides the exceptional case of the Communist Party and its ability to maintain
its roots in SMOs, overall, extant evidence shows that Chileans are less affiliated and
have less sympathy for political parties.25 There is also a decline in the interest in
politics26 and EP.27 As a result, depoliticisation, especially among young people,
was for a long time regarded as part of the new political culture in Chile.

Yet, NEP, especially in the form of collective protest, has seen a dizzying growth
since the mid-2000s.28 Actions such as raising petitions, participating in demon-
strations, deploying public performances and contacting politicians, among other
activities, have become widespread repertoires of contention, shaping public pol-
icies and public opinion across many issues such as education, pensions, gender
equality and sexual diversity. This growth in collective protest has gone hand in
hand with the consolidation of important social movements, which include the
secondary-student movement,29 the university-student movement,30 the No +

22Manuel Antonio Garretón, ‘De la transición a los problemas de calidad en la democracia chilena’,
Política, 42 (Dec. 2004), pp. 179–206; Margot Olavarría, ‘Protected Neoliberalism: Perverse
Institutionalisation and the Crisis of Representation in Postdictatorship Chile’, Latin American
Perspectives, 30: 6 (2003), pp. 10–38; Patricio Silva, ‘Doing Politics in a Depoliticised Society: Social
Change and Political Deactivation in Chile’, Bulletin of Latin American Research, 23: 1 (2004), pp. 63–78.

23Luis Thielemann, ‘Hijos de Recabarren, hijos de la transición: Sobre las JJCC y la anomalía estudiantil
de los ’90’, in Rolando Álvarez and Manuel Loyola (eds.), Un trébol de cuatro hojas: Las juventudes comu-
nistas de Chile en el siglo XX (Santiago: Ariadna Ediciones), pp. 218–50.

24José Ignacio Ponce and Rolando Álvarez Vallejos, ‘¿Comunismo después del fin del comunismo? La
política sindical del Partido Comunista de Chile en la postdictadura chilena (1990–2010)’, Nuestra
Historia: Revista de Historia de la FIM, 1: 1 (2016), pp. 100–15.

25Juan Pablo Luna and Rodrigo Mardones, ‘Chile: Are the Parties Over?’, Journal of Democracy, 21: 3
(2010), pp. 107–21.

26PNUD, Informe sobre Desarrollo Humano en Chile 2015.
27See, for example, Matías Bargsted, Nicolás M. Somma and Benjamín Muñoz, ‘Participación electoral

en Chile: Una aproximación de edad, período y cohorte’, Revista de Ciencia Política (Santiago), 39: 1 (2019),
pp. 75–98; Gonzalo Contreras and Patricio Navia, ‘Diferencias generacionales en la participación electoral
en Chile, 1988–2010’, Revista de Ciencia Política, 33: 2 (2013), pp. 419–41; Alejandro Corvalán and Paulo
Cox, ‘Class-Biased Electoral Participation: The Youth Vote in Chile’, Latin American Politics and Society,
55: 3 (2013), pp. 47–68.

28PNUD, Informe sobre desarrollo humano en Chile 2015; Somma and Medel, ‘Shifting Relationships
between Social Movements and Institutional Politics’.

29Sofía Donoso, ‘Dynamics of Change in Chile: Explaining the Emergence of the 2006 Pingüino
Movement’, Journal of Latin American Studies, 45: 1 (2013), pp. 1–29.

30Octavio Avendaño, ‘Fracturas y representación política en el movimiento estudiantil’, Última Década,
41: 1 (2014), pp. 41–68.
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AFP movement against the pension system,31 the contractor workers’ movement32

and the feminist movement,33 to mention the most massive ones.
This growing effervescence for NEP contrasts with declining EP. Among the

world’s democracies, at least until 2020, Chile had one of the lowest percentages
of voters.34 The decline had already become evident in the 1990s, especially
among younger people. But after the law of voluntary voting and automatic regis-
tration in 2012, voting rates plummeted below 50 per cent.35 The persistently low
voter turnout finally prompted the political establishment to reintroduce compul-
sory voting in 2022, after a decade of voluntary voting (2012–22).36

Especially during the decade of voluntary voting in Chile, the two dimensions of
political participation (EP and NEP) were highly fragmented. This situation locates
Chile as a deviation from the leading theories on political participation, which
shows that EP and NEP are positively correlated based on data from Europe and
the United States.37

Figure 1 shows the polychoric correlation between voting and participation in
non-violent protest tactics for various countries in wave 6 (2012) and wave 7
(2018) of the WVS. The figure only shows the countries with advanced democracies
in each wave (scores above 70 on the Freedom House index) for comparison pur-
poses. Since the WVS responses for both vote and protest are ordinal, we computed
polychoric correlations between vote and protest.38 Given the cross-sectional nature
of the data, we do not assert causality in any direction.

Consistent with previous studies, which assert a complementarity between vot-
ing and protest, the wave 6 data in Figure 1 highlights that European countries and
the United States tend to show a positive and significant correlation between both

31Bugueño and Maillet, ‘Entre marchas, plebiscitos e iniciativas de ley’.
32Antonio Aravena and Daniel Nuñez, El renacer de la huelga obrera en Chile: El movimiento sindical en

la primera década del siglo XXI (Santiago: Instituto de Ciencias Alejandro Lipschutz (ICAL), 2009).
33Reyes-Housholder and Roque, ‘Chile 2018’.
34IDEA, Voter Turnout Database.
35Gonzalo Contreras, Alfredo Joignant and Mauricio Morales, ‘The Return of Censitary Suffrage? The

Effects of Automatic Voter Registration and Voluntary Voting in Chile’, Democratization, 23: 3 (2016),
pp. 520–44; Mauricio Morales Quiroga and Bastián Reveco Cabello, ‘El efecto de las generaciones
políticas sobre la participación electoral: El caso de Chile, 1999–2013’, Perfiles Latinoamericanos, 26: 52
(2018), pp. 198–224. However, the plebiscite in Sept. 2022 for approving or rejecting a new constitution
may be a turning point in this trend. Under mandatory voting, among other peculiar circumstances,
about 85 per cent of the electorate voted.

36Sebastián Dote, ‘Voto obligatorio en Chile: Qué es, cuándo se repuso y cómo funciona’, El País, 12 May
2023, available at https://elpais.com/chile/2023-05-12/voto-obligatorio-en-chile-que-es-cuando-se-repuso-
y-como-funciona.html, last access 30 June 2023.

37See, for example, Barnes and Kaase, Political Action; Bean, ‘Participation and Political Protest’;
Saunders, ‘Anti-Politics in Action?’; Schussman and Soule, ‘Process and Protest’; Vrablikova and Linek,
‘Explaining the Composition of an Individual’s Political Repertoire’.

38To measure vote, we utilised variable V226 for wave 6 and Q221 for wave 7. These variables posed the
question: ‘When elections occur, do you vote never, usually, or always?’ The response categories ranged
from 1 to 3, respectively. To measure protest engagement, we constructed an index using the following vari-
ables present in both waves: ‘Signing a petition’, ‘Joining in boycotts’, ‘Attending peaceful demonstrations’
and ‘Joining strikes’. In wave 6, Cronbach’s alpha coefficient was 0.8, while in wave 7, it was 0.79, indicating
high internal consistency. Only responses indicating ‘Have done’ were assigned a value of 1, while the
remaining categories (‘Might do’, ‘Would never do’) were assigned a value of 0. Finally, an average
index was computed, ranging from 0 to 1.
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forms of political participation. At the bottom of Figure 1, Chile is the only one
with a negative and significant correlation between voting and protest. Figure 1
shows very similar results for wave 7 of the WVS. Although in wave 7 the associ-
ation is not significantly different from zero, it maintains a substantially equivalent
association, which ratifies the atypical nature of the Chilean case compared to other
countries. More specifically, we claim that Chile is exceptional not because the cor-
relation between vote and protest is different from zero but because it is different
from that of most other countries. The confidence intervals in Figure 1 show
that, for wave 6 of the WVS, the size of the correlation in Chile is significantly
lower than that of all other 20 countries except Slovenia. For wave 7, Chile differs
from 12 countries – the only exceptions being Korea, Greece, Peru and Argentina.
Additionally, Figure 1 shows that the fragmented relationship between EP and NEP
in the case of Chile is a relatively stable pattern. That is, going against all expecta-
tions and different from most other countries, in Chile the relationship between
voting and protest at the individual level has been either negative or not significant
for the last decade.

Methodology
Given Chile’s particularity, ours is a deviant case study,39 characterised by showing
a value far from the expectation. To explain this theoretical anomaly, we resort to a
mixed methodology that combines different data-collection techniques.40 To iden-
tify how, why and to what extent SMOs distance themselves from political parties,

Figure 1. Correlation between Voting and Protest: Wave 6 (2012) and Wave 7 (2018)
Source: Authors’ elaboration based on WVS, waves 6 and 7.

39Jason Seawright and John Gerring, ‘Case Selection Techniques in Case Study Research: A Menu of
Qualitative and Quantitative Options’, Political Research Quarterly, 61: 2 (2008), pp. 294–308.

40Mario Luis Small, ‘How to Conduct a Mixed Methods Study: Recent Trends in a Rapidly Growing
Literature’, Annual Review of Sociology, 37 (Aug. 2011), pp. 57–86.
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we provide evidence from 24 semi-structured interviews with student and
trade-union leaders (12 student leaders and 12 union leaders). Table 1 provides a
description of the interviewees. The sampling of interviews was intentional and
sought to represent as much as possible the diversity of student organisations (pri-
vate/public and location) and union organisations linked to the Central Unitaria de
Trabajadores (Central Workers’ Union, CUT), the main workers’ federation.

It is important to note that while our explanation of Chile’s exceptionality goes
back to the 1990s at least, we collected our primary data at specific time points – the
surveys of demonstrators date from 2016 and 2017, and the interviews with activists
date from 2014 (students) and 2015 (workers). Thus, we also rely on secondary lit-
erature about Chilean social movements and political parties to make our argu-
ment. The socio-political dynamics over three decades, of course, are very
complex. While our story begins with the transition, our empirical focus is on
the last decade.

Distance from Political Parties: Differences between Students and Workers
The Student Movement: Ideological Detachment

The student movement and the partisan youth formed an active part of the political
process that preceded the military coup of 1973. For this reason, the military dic-
tatorship dismantled student-movement organisations and persecuted their fore-
most leaders. In the anti-authoritarian protest wave of the 1980s, the student
movement once again took an active role in politics. However, this reactivation
was subordinated to the strategy adopted by the political parties on the centre-left
at the time.41

Once democracy was restored, the student movement faced great difficulties in
building an agenda of demands with public resonance and did not stray too far
from the policies implemented by the Concertación governments. As previously
noted, the Communist Party and its youth branch were active in student politics,
both at the high-school and university levels, and played a central role in the recon-
struction of the student movement. While in the early years of the return to dem-
ocracy the Concertación parties sought to contain mobilisation efforts to show their
capacity to govern and maintain stability, the Communist Youth identified a polit-
ical void in which it could recoup.42 In the sporadic student protests that followed
in the late 1990s and early 2000s, the Communist Party, along with other emerging
left-wing forces such as the SurDA mobilised around issues related to the funding
of public education in the neoliberal model.43

These mobilisation experiences and elaboration of an agenda in the 1990s were
central to the construction of the student movement’s identity and autonomy from

41An exception to this trend was the role played by the youth branch of the Communist Party. See
Rolando Álvarez, ‘Las Juventudes Comunistas de Chile y el movimiento estudiantil secundario: Un caso
de radicalización política de masas (1983–1988)’, in Álvarez and Loyola (eds.), Un trébol de cuatro
hojas, pp. 170–217.

42Luis Thielemann, ‘Hijos de Recabarren, hijos de la transición’.
43Fabio Moraga, ‘Crisis y recomposición del movimiento estudiantil chileno, 1990–2001’, in Renate

Marsiske (ed.), Movimientos estudiantiles en la historia de América Latina (Mexico City: Plaza y Valdés,
2006), pp. 179–252.
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Table 1. List of Interviews

Union leaders’ organisation Sector

1. Asociación Fiscalizadores Servicios Impuestos Internos de Chile Public

2. Asociación de Gendarmes de Chile Public

3. Asociación Nacional de Funcionarios Penitenciarios Public

4. Colegio de Profesores Nacional Education

5. Colegio de Profesores Regional Education

6. Confederación Nacional de Funcionarios de la Salud Municipal Municipal health

7. Hospital Dr Gustavo Fricke, and the Confederación Nacional de
Trabajadores de la Salud

Health

8. Confederación Nacional de Trabajadores de la Salud Health

9. Confederación Nacional de Profesionales Universitarios de los
Servicios de Salud

Health

10. Hospital El Salvador and the Confederación Nacional de
Trabajadores de la Salud

Health

11. Confederación Nacional de Funcionarios de la Salud Municipal Municipal health

12. Servicio Nacional de Menores Public

Student-movement leaders’ position and organisation University

1. Member of the student-movement organisation Nueva Acción
Universitaria (NAU)

Pontificia Universidad
Católica de Chile

2. Representative of the student federation and member of the
Socialist Party

Universidad de Chile

3. Vice-president of the student federation and member of the
student-movement organisation Izquierda Autónoma

Universidad de Chile

4. Secretary of the student federation Universidad de Valparaíso

5. Member of the student-movement organisation Movimiento
Gremial

Pontificia Universidad
Católica de Chile

6. Vice-president of the Centro de Estudiantes de Ciencias Sociales
and member of the student-movement organisation Frente de
Estudiantes Libertarios (FEL)

Universidad de Chile

7. Member of the Centro de Estudiantes Facultad de Economía y
Negocios and member of the student-movement organisation
Estudiantes de Izquierda

Universidad de Chile

8. Secretary of the student federation and member of the
student-movement organisation Nueva Acción Universitaria
(NAU)

Pontificia Universidad
Católica de Chile

9. General secretary of the student federation and member of the
student-movement organisation Frente de Estudiantes
Libertarios (FEL)

Universidad de Chile

10. President of the student federation and member of the
student-movement organisation Nueva Izquierda

Universidad Alberto
Hurtado

11. President of the student federation and member of the
student-movement organisation Izquierda Autónoma

Universidad Católica de
Valparaíso

(Continued )
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the political parties of the Centre-Left.44 The growing ideological distancing from
traditional political parties was also present among secondary-student organisa-
tions. The protests of 2001 and 2006, in particular, produced a critical rupture
with the parties of the Concertación due to how parties channelled these conflicts
institutionally. Both times, high-school students had faced governments led by the
Socialist Party. President Michelle Bachelet, who in 2005 had campaigned promis-
ing to listen to civil society when governing, created a presidential advisory com-
mission to address the concerns of the high-school students. After months of
discussion, the commission issued a report that inspired a government bill that
sought to replace the constitutional law of education left by the military regime.
During the parliamentary discussion, however, this bill was significantly watered
down. While it introduced more regulation to ensure the provision of quality edu-
cation, it did not overhaul the neoliberal logic of the education system and failed to
privilege public education.

According to interviews with student leaders, the dissatisfaction with the results
of these waves of protest generated distrust among students. Consider the words of
the former president of the Universidad Católica de Valparaíso student federation
and member of the political movement Izquierda Autónoma:

I believe that the relationship is one of distrust […] what the dictatorship did
and what the Concertación also successfully achieved in these 20 years was to
separate the political from the social. Understanding this as the resolution of
public affairs, the interest in the public sphere was only the work of these pro-
fessionals for the more political, and therefore the social movements or the
empowered, organised citizenry had no possibility of dissent.

Such a view is quite widespread within the student leadership. It alludes to the
abandonment by left-wing parties. There were strong ties between students and
left-wing political parties before the military dictatorship (1973–90) and during
the dictatorship.45 From 1990 onwards, the ruling parties’ links with student

Table 1 (Continued)

Union leaders’ organisation Sector

12. General secretary of the Centro de Estudiantes de Derecho and
member of the student collective La Voz

Universidad Central

Note: All interviews with student-movement leaders were conducted between June and December 2014. The interviews
with union leaders were conducted between June and December 2015.
Source: Compiled by authors.

44Mauricio Rifo, ‘Movimiento estudiantil, sistema educativo y crisis política actual en Chile’, Polis:
Revista Latinoamericana, 12: 36 (2013), pp. 223–40; Nicolás M. Somma and Sofía Donoso, ‘Chile’s
Student Movement: Strong, Detached, Influential – and Declining?’, in Lorenzo Cini, Donatella della
Porta and César Guzmán-Concha (eds.), Student Movements in Late Neoliberalism: Social Movements
and Transformation (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2021), pp. 241–67.

45Cathy Schneider, Shantytown Protest in Pinochet’s Chile (Philadelphia, PA: Temple University Press,
1995); Luis Thielemann, ‘Para una periodificación del movimiento estudiantil de la transición (1987–
2011)’, Revista Pretérito Imperfecto, 1: 2 (2011), pp. 1–12.
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organisations were still quite strong, which allowed them to have important party
leaderships spearheading the movement.46 However, this situation began to change
in the late 1990s, when the Concertación parties started to give ground to other par-
ties such as the Communist Party and other emerging political movements such as
the SurDA,47 which stressed the need to achieve autonomy from political parties.48

While most university federations were still headed by leaders linked to the
Concertación parties at the beginning of the democratic era, by the mid-2000s,
these parties had lost influence in the main student federations.49 The secretary
of the University of Valparaíso student federation is assertive in this regard:
‘Look, in general, the same as at the national level, I think that when they [the stu-
dents] say party, they say no, I don’t want anything to do with parties. The parties
are like AIDS. Before, everyone wanted them: now no one wants political parties.’

Instead of the traditional political parties in the leadership of the student move-
ment, different party-autonomous local movements – the so-called colectivos
sociales – gained predominance.50 By organising in these colectivos, students
could surpass the old traditional party leadership.51 Hence, a large part of the iden-
tity of the collectives was determined by their anti-traditional-party stance. In the
words of the former secretary of the Law Student Centre of the Universidad
Central, and member of the student collective La Voz: ‘We defined ourselves as
anti-Concertación par excellence, so the truth is that we were not very interested
in generating any kind of contact with the people in Parliament at that time and
yes, well, with our authorities, the relationship was also complex.’

It is important to note that increasing autonomy does not mean students lose
influence over institutional politics and public policies. In fact, through massive
mobilisations across the country, the student movement has possibly had the
most significant impact on the political agenda in recent years.52 The movement
has sought to exert this influence by directly targeting the executive branch, hoping
that the government in power will respond to its demands through direct action,
not through parties’ mediation. Even though, for the 2013 elections, former student
leaders were elected deputies, student SMOs have maintained a critical discourse
against parties. The creation of the Frente Amplio (Broad Front) in 2017 – a coali-
tion of emerging political movements and parties, many of them coming from the
student movement – has generated tensions with this discourse. These difficulties
have been particularly evident since 2022, when former student leader and

46Rodolfo Disi, ‘Sentenced to Debt: Explaining Student Mobilization in Chile’, Latin American Research
Review, 53: 3 (2018), pp. 448–65.

47Luis Thielemann, ‘Para una periodificación del movimiento estudiantil de la transición (1987–2011)’.
48Rifo, ‘Movimiento estudiantil, sistema educativo y crisis política actual en Chile’; Thielemann, ‘Para

una periodificación del movimiento estudiantil de la transición (1987–2011)’.
49Jennifer Abate and Carlos Pérez, ‘Las mil cabezas del movimiento estudiantil’, La Tercera, 21 March

2014; Thielemann, ‘Para una periodificación del movimiento estudiantil de la transición (1987–2011)’.
50Avendaño, ‘Fracturas y representación política en el movimiento estudiantil’; Marcela Jiménez and

Claudia Valle, ‘Los “colectivos”, la nueva forma de organización que emerge en las universidades’, La
Segunda, 19 Aug. 2011.

51Somma and Medel, ‘Shifting Relationships between Social Movements and Institutional Politics’.
52Sofía Donoso and Nicolás Somma, ‘You Taught Us to Give an Opinion, Now Learn How to Listen:

The Manifold Political Consequences of Chile’s Student Movement’, in Moisés Arce and Roberta Rice
(eds.), Protest and Democracy (Calgary: University of Calgary, 2019), pp. 145–72.
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Frente Amplio founder Boric won the presidential election. To secure governability
and advance his government programme, he has needed to make concessions that
include integrating many former Concertación figures. After the constituent pro-
cess triggered by the social outburst culminated in a plebiscite in which Chileans
rejected the proposed constitution – a major setback to the Boric government –
the role of the traditional centre-left parties has become even more important.
Nevertheless, the mere fact that former student leaders decided to create new pol-
itical parties and founded the Frente Amplio as an electoral vehicle to dispute
power with the political parties of the former Concertación shows that distrust
towards traditional parties has constituted a driving force.

The Student Movement: Resource Autonomy

Student movements’ influence on the political agenda, despite their anti-party
stance, has been made possible by their independence from the resources offered
by political parties. Autonomy can hardly be a purely discursive phenomenon,
and it must have a material basis to sustain itself; this is where the functioning
of student SMOs becomes vitally important.

To gather more information about student movements’ funding sources, we con-
ducted interviews with student leaders representing different generations, including
those from historically significant student movements at both the Universidad de
Chile and the Pontificia Universidad Católica. Our interviews revealed that their
primary forms of financing are self-management and the contributions that the
federations and student councils receive directly from the universities. This infor-
mation was also confirmed to the authors by administrators and professors from
both universities. This financial autonomy allows student federations to maintain
a degree of independence from political parties, which can make it difficult to
mobilise their members for EP. Furthermore, student leaders may promote a crit-
ical stance towards party politics and encourage protest activity instead, as a way to
advance their goals and maintain their autonomy.

Students have two organisational structures at different levels that are key for
assuring self-management. First, there are the student federations, which bring
together the entire student body of each university; second, there are the political
student organisations, which operate as collectives at the faculty level. The student
federations usually have an annual budget, made up of the universities’ funds. But
there are also activities that the student federations carry out, such as parties, semi-
nars and donation campaigns. The grassroots student organisations at the faculty
level are basically financed by contributions from members of the organisations,
where each one contributes regularly.

When it comes to organising specific protest campaigns, the self-management
capacity of student groups is central. Much of the resources are based on interper-
sonal networks (family, friends or acquaintances), which makes the mobilisation
possible without the resources of political parties.

For the electoral campaigns for student positions, the contribution of family
members was also mentioned in the interviews. Likewise, interviewees also high-
light the direct contributions that student federations receive from the faculties
or the university. The particularity of these contributions is that they do not
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jeopardise the autonomy of student organisations. There is a marked inequality in
the size of resources available to the different federations. The student federations of
the Universidad de Chile (FECH) and the Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile
(FEUC) are the most resourceful ones. Therefore, these federations finance most of
the activities when there are monetary costs associated with them.53

In addition to economic resources, student SMOs are also autonomous from
both cultural resources and the expertise of the political parties. This autonomy
is possible because of the very nature of the movement’s composition. For example,
student leaders regularly attend parliamentary committees to present their
demands. Likewise, their cultural resources are also evidenced in the intensive
use of digital social networks,54 strengthening their autonomy and self-
management capacity. Furthermore, many students make their professional ex-
pertise available to their organisations or movements. For example, during or
after student protests, nursing and medicine students take care of the injured
students, law students defend their fellows arrested by the police, and theatre and
music students deploy their creativity in the movement.55 Taken together, these
capacities have boosted the student movement’s autonomy, allowing them to
articulate an identity firmly rooted in a critique of the dominant parties.

The Labour Movement: Closeness to Centre-Left Parties

In contrast to the student movement, the labour organisations linked to the CUT,
the main union confederation in Chile, do not show marked resource autonomy or
a significant ideology and identity distance from the dominant parties. The labour
organisations’ greater attachment to parties has historical roots. From the 1930s
until the coup d’état in 1973, trade unions in Chile were closely attached to political
parties.56 In this period, the CUT mediated between institutional politics and trade
unionism while seeking to represent the demands of the working class as a whole.

The military regime reshaped labour relations in significant ways. In addition to
the brutal persecution of union leaders during the dictatorship, a new labour code
was introduced in 1979, which is still in place at the time of writing this article
(2022). The labour code heavily shapes the functioning at the union level in the pri-
vate sector. The essential characteristics of this code are the establishment of
extreme flexibility and deregulation at the individual company level and hyper-

53Information corroborated through personal communication with Eduardo Valenzuela, Former Dean
and Full Professor, Faculty of Social Sciences, Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile, and Manuel
Antonio Garretón, Full Professor, Department of Sociology, Universidad de Chile. In addition, a represen-
tative of the Office of Student Affairs of the Universidad de Chile was consulted, who also corroborated that
the federation receives money directly from the university.

54Cristian Cabalin Quijada, ‘Estudiantes conectados y movilizados: El uso de Facebook en las protestas
estudiantiles en Chile’, Comunicar: Revista Científica Iberoamericana de Comunicación y Educación, 43
(July 2014), pp. 25–33; Sebastián Valenzuela, Arturo Arriagada and Andrés Scherman, ‘The Social
Media Basis of Youth Protest Behavior: The Case of Chile’, Journal of Communication, 62: 2 (2012),
pp. 299–314.

55Somma and Medel, ‘Shifting Relationships between Social Movements and Institutional Politics’, p. 40.
56Emmanuelle Barozet, ‘Entre la urna, las redes y la calle: Las relaciones entre movimientos sociales y

partidos políticos en el Chile democrático’, in Manuel Antonio Garretón (ed.), La Gran Ruptura:
Institucionalidad política y actores sociales en el Chile del siglo XXI (Santiago: LOM, 2016), pp. 21–58.
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regulation at the collective level.57 Therefore, the functioning of this legal regulation
has consequently involved a marked process of demobilising organised workers.58

The end of the dictatorship in 1989 opened the possibility of re-establishing a
large part of the rights that workers had lost. The old model, based on a close
link between the trade-union world and the political parties, was emulated with
the re-founding of the CUT in 1988,59 which was indeed a political agreement
between the parties of the newly created Concertación. Hence, from its origins,
the new CUT sought to be a trade-union extension of the new centre-left
Concertación pact and not an instrument of broader worker demands as it had
been in the 1960s.60 The revitalised Agrupación Nacional de Empleados Fiscales
(National Association of Public Employees, ANEF), the public-sector confederation
that had managed to survive the dictatorship, also joined the CUT.

The fact that the new CUT originated from the parties that led the transition was
decisive because its approach was much more reformist than transformative.61 During
the first decade of the democratic transition, instead of pushing the Concertación to
draft a new labour code, the CUT prioritised its alliance with the centre-left coali-
tion.62 While the Communist Party, still very influential in the CUT, elaborated a
more marked anti-neoliberal discourse from the late 1990s onwards, this alliance
was still regarded as necessary.63 The cost of the proximity to the Concertación was
the internal division of the Chilean labour movement. Recent studies show that
there is a social cleavage in Chilean unionism, which has, on the one hand, the
main federations (mainly the CUT and the ANEF), primarily represented by public-
sector unionism; and on the other, an independent unionism, distanced from the
CUT and political parties, and represented mainly by private-sector unionism.64

This division between one unionism linked to the CUT and another independent
unionism was very present in the interviews with leaders of unions affiliated to the
main federations. In the interviews, union leaders recognise the importance of polit-
ical parties in the CUT, which some criticise to a certain extent. In the words of a
leader of the Colegio de Profesores, one of the closest union associations to the CUT:

We believe that the CUT, in some way, represents the old style of trade union-
ism. This style is very party-managed, with little autonomy from political

57Irene Rojas Miño, ‘Las reformas laborales al modelo normativo de negociación colectiva del Plan
Laboral’, Ius et Praxis, 13: 2 (2007), pp. 195–221.

58Winn, Victims of the Chilean Miracle.
59For a history of the re-foundation of the CUT, see Sebastián Osorio, ‘De la estrategia concertacionista al

sindicalismo de contención: Un balance de 25 años de trayectoria de la CUT’, in Julio Pinto and Ignacio
Ponce, Conflictividad laboral, acción sindical y mundo del trabajo bajo el neoliberalismo en Chile
(Valparaíso: América en Movimiento, 2017), pp. 127–53.

60Rafael Durán, ‘Movilización y desmovilización chilena a la democracia’, América Latina Hoy, 16 (Jan.
1997), pp. 109–24; Osorio, ‘De la estrategia concertacionista al sindicalismo de contención’.

61Winn, Victims of the Chilean Miracle.
62Osorio, ‘De la estrategia concertacionista al sindicalismo de contención’.
63Ponce and Álvarez Vallejos, ‘¿Comunismo después del fin del comunismo?’
64For an extended analysis of this phenomenon, see Rodrigo M. Medel, ‘La CUT y los clivajes sindicales

en Chile: Entre la pretensión transformadora y la estrategia defensiva’, CUHSO (Temuco), 31: 1 (2021),
pp. 176–99; Sebastián Osorio and Karim Campusano, ‘El impacto de la huelga en los procesos de
politización sindical en Chile’, Política y Sociedad, 57: 3 (2020), pp. 843–64.
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power, where, in some way, the trade-union movement is put at the service of
the parties. We expect something like the opposite of that, where the social
movement has so much strength that it makes the parties put themselves at
the service of the social movement, which seems to us to be much more rep-
resentative of the genuine needs of society.

Others support the role of the CUT and the ANEF, but not necessarily their leader-
ship, as pointed out by a leader of the Asociación de Fiscalizadores de Servicios
Impuestos Internos de Chile (Association of Internal Tax Auditors of Chile, AFIICH):

The CUT is the biggest thing, I don’t know if the leaders … They [the leaders]
are the tools that workers in Chile have to advance their demands. There are
no others. We don’t have the economic power, we don’t have the weapons, we
don’t have the government, we don’t have the Congress. We have the CUT and
the ANEF to advance labour demands. I don’t know if that explains how
important the CUT and the ANEF are.

Other leaders even more openly acknowledge their distance from the leadership of
the CUT and the ANEF. Even so, they boast of always being available to the con-
federation. As a leader of the Gustavo Fricke Hospital, linked to the Federación
Nacional de Trabajadores de la Salud (National Federation of Health Workers,
FENATS), points out, ‘We accept all the CUT’s calls, even though we take issue
with its leadership because the leadership is not very democratically directed, but
we accept the CUT’s mandates. I think that the CUT should be more democratic.
One person, one vote. Not this weighted vote that they think.’

While there are nuances, all the union-leader interviewees acknowledged that
the CUT is a key support for them. As a leader of the Asociación de Gendarmes
de Chile (Chilean Gendarmerie Association, AGECH) points out: ‘We have con-
tacts, and we have people we know in the CUT. Therefore, I believe that they
will not refuse if we ask them for support in any march or labour strike that we
have to organise.’

Thus, despite moderate criticism, union leaders recognise that the CUT has been
there for them when they need it and stress that they are also available when the
federation calls on them.

The Labour Movement: Resource Dependency

As we reviewed in the previous section, the labour movement linked to the main fed-
erations is one of the few mobilised sectors in Chile that has remained close to the
parties in recent decades. Primarily, the public-sector unions have maintained an
indirect relationship – through the CUT – with the centre-left political parties that
governed in five of the seven presidential administrations from 1990 to date (2022).
During the 1990s, the CUT had low levels of mobilisation, mainly because it subor-
dinated its demands to the partisan objective of consolidating the transition to dem-
ocracy. However, it has seen a growth in its mobilisation capacity in recent decades.65

65Ibid.
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The CUT has called seven general strikes since the return to democracy, mobi-
lising thousands of workers, especially from the public sector.66 The most promin-
ent example of mobilisation capacity is the public sector’s yearly stoppage, which
has become Chile’s largest (informal) collective-bargaining stance. In this informal
institution, the public-sector unions negotiate directly with the government on
labour readjustments. Unlike the loneliness of private-sector unionism, the main
federations, such as the CUT and the ANEF, are always present. Given their close-
ness to political parties, their support is crucial for the negotiations with the
Ministry of Finance.67

These party networks are therefore fundamental to the federations’ capacity. All
the presidents of the CUT have belonged to the political parties of the Concertación
or Nueva Mayoría (a new political coalition established in 2014, which includes the
former Concertación plus the Communist Party). Thus, the unions linked to the
federations have been building a relationship of dependence: a direct reliance on
the resources of the federations and indirect dependency on the parties’ political
support. Specifically, federations provide fundamental technical resources for nego-
tiation, such as legal and economic advisers, but they also mobilise the necessary
political influences to pressure the governments in office and advance their
demands.68

Consistent with this, the interviewed trade-union leaders indicate that the links
with the trade-union confederations are particularly important for negotiating wage
increases. The federations offer concrete resources such as legal advice, which is
essential for negotiation processes. Referring to the federations’ support to local
unions, a leader from the Federación Nacional de Profesionales Universitarios de
los Servicios de Salud (National Federation of University Professionals in the
Health Service, FENPRUSS) points out: ‘The Federation offers the Hospital
Carlos Van Buren union legal advice. We have a lawyer who advises on issues of
administrative law, and administrative statute. Therefore, we offer a permanent con-
tribution for any decision-making they need.’

In addition to legal advice, the federations also offer communication support to
make labour demands visible and generate empathy with the broader public.
During periods of mobilisation, the resources and contacts of the confederations
are vital to gaining access to the press. As a leader of the Asociación Nacional de
Funcionarios Penitenciarios (National Association of Prison Officers, ANFUP)
commented in reference to a recent strike: ‘For us the strike (…) that we did last
year, without press coverage would not have been known by the public opinion.
We needed a lot of press. And the ANEF brought us the networks.’

The other federation, the ANEF, closely related to the CUT and the parties, is
also mentioned by union leaders as essential support regarding the resources it pro-
vides for their mobilisations. As a union leader of the Servicio Nacional de Menores
(National Children’s Service, SENAME) points out:

66Observatorio de Huelgas Laborales, Informe de huelgas laborales en Chile 2019 (Santiago: Universidad
Alberto Hurtado (UAH) – COES, 2020).

67Francisca Quiroga, Néstor Guerrero and Sofía Schuster, ‘Discurso público e institucionalización del
conflicto político en Chile: El caso del reajuste salarial del sector público (1990–2014)’, Gestión y
Política Pública, 25: 1 (2016), pp. 119–63.

68Ibid.
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Look, we deal with the ANEF for their support. The one who came at that time
[during a strike] was the president of the ANEF. Communications are with them,
and they can provide us with logistical support [… as well as] advice, support,
presence, and talking to the people, because the president of ANEF is also
there and talks and explains our demands. In the future [future mobilisations
to come], we need the support of the ANEF because it will be more complicated.

Thus, these unions need the federations, and the federations have good reasons to
maintain a close relationship with political parties. Through the mediating role of
federations, parties provide workers with key resources for successful mobilisation.
This external support may be the key to understanding why partisan politics can be
relevant for unions, as the support and resources offered by the federations (and
indirectly by political parties) are also permanently at stake in the electoral arena.

Hypotheses Derived from the Qualitative Section

The main argument of this article is that SMOs’ orientations towards parties are
vital for deciding whether protest and voter turnout go together at the individual
level (as in most countries: see Figure 1) or not (as in Chile). As the literature sug-
gests, these organisations usually fulfil a double function: on the one hand, they
provide the necessary resources for protest. On the other hand, they provide a con-
text that stimulates the development of the electoral preferences essential to voting.

However, the Chilean case shows that participation in protests and elections
might not go hand in hand, despite activists’ membership in SMOs. For this rup-
ture to occur, these organisations must deploy a discourse that does not stimulate
the development of electoral preferences among their participants. These contradic-
tory stimuli for political participation happen when there is an effective distancing
between citizen organisations and political parties. An effective distancing implies
that activists feel uncomfortable toward parties and politicians. Yet, this is not
enough. Organised activists must also be able to mobilise independently from pol-
itical parties’ dictates. Table 2 summarises this argument as applied to the two cases
in Chile reviewed above.

Based on the preceding argument and the qualitative analyses, we will test two
hypotheses by resorting to surveys of participants in student and labour demonstrations:

Hypothesis 1 (hereafter H1): In demonstrations called by the labour movement
linked to trade-union federations, participants are more likely to vote [or to

Table 2. Key Differences between Student and Labour Organisations in Chile

Organisations linked to
the student movement

Organisations linked to the
labour-union confederations

Distancing from the
traditional political
parties

High. Anti-political
parties’ discourse

Medium. Loyalty to the confederations
and awareness of their links to
political parties

Resource autonomy High autonomy Dependent on the confederations and
the political parties

Source: Authors’ own elaboration.
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integrate EP and NEP] than those who participate in demonstrations called by
the student movement.

Hypothesis 2 (hereafter H2): Among the participants of both demonstrations,
the effect of belonging to one of the convening organisations on the probabil-
ity of voting will be positive and significant in the labour-movement demon-
strations, yet not significant in student demonstrations.

In addition to the two cases analysed in depth in the previous section (students and
labour), we include two shadow cases, namely a demonstration organised by
human-rights organisations and another march organised by LGBT organisations.
Based on existing literature, we expect a strong separation between grassroots and
party politics in the case of LGBT demonstrators,69 and more closeness in the case
of the human-rights movement.70

Social Mobilisation and Electoral Participation: Explaining the Contrast
between Workers and Students
Testing the above hypotheses requires knowing whether or not those who protested
were linked to SMOs and whether they voted or not in the last elections. This analysis
is difficult to undertake based on public-opinion polls, which typically lack information
about protest participation and the social movements that convoked such protests.
Therefore, this section uses a dataset of surveys of participants in Chilean demonstra-
tions. The methodology follows the international CCC project. This survey seeks to
represent those who attend large demonstrations based on a systematic selection of
respondents. We convened a group of pollsters and a group of ‘pointers’ for each dem-
onstration. The pointers oversee the pollsters, who select the people to be surveyed
according to the sampling methodology that counts the rows of participants and
their location across the marching column. While not a simple random sampling,
this systematic procedure gives a varied and reliable representation of the participants.71

The questionnaire includes various topics related to the protest and its demands,
political and ideological attitudes, previous history of activism, and socio-
demographic information. From these surveys, we can know the extent to which
those who are called to protest by different social movements are also affiliated
with the convening organisations and turn out to vote or not. The survey was
applied in a march called by students of higher and secondary education (although
only those over 18 years of age, thus being eligible to vote), and another one called
by the CUT and the ANEF.

In addition to the primary cases analysed in this study, namely the student and
labour demonstrations, we also conducted surveys with participants of a demon-
stration organised by human-rights organisations and another march led by

69Nicolás M. Somma, Federico M. Rossi and Sofía Donoso, ‘The Attachment of Demonstrators to
Institutional Politics: Comparing LGBTIQ Pride Marches in Argentina and Chile’, Bulletin of Latin
American Research, 39: 3 (2020), pp. 380–97.

70Gilberto Aranda Bustamante, ‘Human Rights, Economic Liberalism and Social Affairs in
Post-Pinochet Chile’, Contexto Internacional, 38: 1 (2016), pp. 133–63.

71For details on this methodology, see Jacquelien van Stekelenburg et al., ‘Contextualizing Contestation:
Framework, Design, and Data’, Mobilization, 17: 3 (2012), pp. 249–62.
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LGBT organisations. These supplementary cases were incorporated as shadow cases
in our analysis, as previously discussed in the preceding section. Table 3 provides
details about each demonstration.

A great strength of this database for testing our argument is that it indicates whether
participants have links or not to the organisations convening the demonstration. To do
this, the questionnaire asks whether participants belong to the convening organisation
and whether they feel ‘strongly identified’ with the convening organisation or not. If the
answer to any of the above questions is positive, we assume that the activist has links
with the organisation. If SMOs do foster turnout, those who belong to the organisation
calling the demonstration should vote more than those who do not.

Descriptive Results

To test our hypotheses about the importance of SMOs for EP, we first assess
whether the surveys capture a considerable number of organised activists at each
demonstration. Table 4 shows, for each demonstration, the distribution between
those belonging and those not belonging to the convening organisations. There
is a reasonable presence of activists linked to such organisations in the four demon-
strations, but this varies considerably across them – from a high of 68 per cent for
labour to a low of 23 per cent for student demonstrations.

It remains to be seen if the marches have differences in terms of the average vote
of their activists and in the effect of belonging to the convening organisations on
turnout. For this, however, we need to go beyond descriptive results and control
for demographic variables across demonstrations. For example, we know that
young people vote much less than older people,72 so participation in student versus
labour demonstrations can have an age bias. Also, the level of education could be
biasing the results since we know that higher levels of education boost voting.73

Finally, we need to rule out the possibility that contact networks and variables asso-
ciated with political ideology are associated with the results. To address these con-
siderations, the following section presents two binomial logistic regression models.

Multivariate Results

Our models utilise a binary dependent variable representing whether participants
voted in the most recent national election (coded as 1) or did not vote (coded as 0).

Table 3. Characteristics of Surveys of Demonstration Participants

Social movement convening the demonstration Number of surveys Fieldwork date

LGBT 216 25 June 2016

Labour 329 1 May 2017

Student 195 21 June 2017

Human rights 271 21 September 2017

Source: Authors’ elaboration based on CCC surveys.

72Contreras and Navia, ‘Diferencias generacionales en la participación electoral en Chile, 1988–2010’;
André Blais, ‘What Affects Voter Turnout?’, Annual Review of Political Science, 9: 1 (2006), pp. 111–25.

73Verba, Schlozman and Brady, Voice and Equality; Blais, ‘What Affects Voter Turnout?’

724 Rodrigo M. Medel et al.

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022216X23000706 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022216X23000706


To account for potential influences on voting behaviour, we include several control
variables, namely gender, age and education, the latter two recognised as significant
predictors of voting patterns. Additionally, we incorporate a microstructural elem-
ent by including a dichotomous variable indicating whether the participant has
received an invitation to participate (coded as yes = 1, no = 0). Furthermore, we
control for political ideology by employing a scale ranging from 1 (indicating a
strong left-wing orientation) to 10 (indicating a strong right-wing orientation).
Descriptive statistics for these variables are presented in Table 5.

Do those who participate in a demonstration organised by the labour movement
linked to the federations vote more than those who attend demonstrations orga-
nised by other movements? From the qualitative section, we derived H1: partici-
pants in protests organised by the student movement will be less likely to vote
than activists attending protests organised by the labour movement. We also
emphasised the effect of SMOs. We expect that the effect of belonging to one of
the convening organisations on the probability of voting will be positive and signifi-
cant in labour protests, yet not significant in student demonstrations.

Table 6 provides the results of two binomial logistic regression models employed
to examine the hypotheses put forth. Both models utilise the same dependent vari-
able, namely whether the participant voted or not, and incorporate socio-
demographic variables as control variables. In Model 1, we introduce the type of
demonstration (student, labour, LGBT or human rights) and membership in con-
vening organisations as individual predictors. To further investigate potential inter-
action effects, Model 2 includes an interaction term between the type of
demonstration and membership in the convening organisation.

Before describing the variables of interest, we present some general comments
about the control variables. In both models, age and education have significant
effects and are in the expected direction. Younger people vote significantly less
than older people, and higher levels of education positively impact voting. The vari-
able of ‘having been invited to a demonstration’ is irrelevant for explaining why
activists vote, the same as the left–right scale.

Regarding the central variables for our hypotheses, the findings from Model 1
(see Table 6) demonstrate that, even after accounting for demographic factors
and other variables, the type of demonstration exhibits a significant effect.

Table 4. Number of Activists Organised in Each March

Does not belong to the
convening organisation

Belongs to the
convening
organisation Total

Labour 104 (31.6%) 225 (68.4%) 329 (100.0%)

LGBT 158 (73.1%) 58 (26.9%) 216 (100.0%)

Student 151 (77.4%) 44 (22.6%) 195 (100.0%)

Human rights 132 (48.7%) 139 (51.3%) 271 (100.0%)

Total 545 (53.9%) 466 (46.1%) 1,011 (100.0%)

Source: Authors’ elaboration based on CCC surveys.
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Specifically, labour demonstrators display higher voting rates compared to student,
LGBT and human-rights demonstrators (p < 0.01). In terms of odds ratio, labour
demonstrators are about 3.5 times more likely to vote than student demonstrators.
These results provide support for H1 and align with our expectations.

Furthermore, organisational membership has an independent and significant
effect (p < 0.01), which increases the probability of voting. However, we must be
cautious when interpreting this variable since it could be due to the strength of
one specific movement’s call to the polls. Therefore, the right way to see if this effect
holds is to perform an interaction between organisational membership and the type
of demonstration (see Model 2 in Table 6).

Model 2 presents the interaction results between organisational membership and
type of demonstration, using the same variables as in the previous model. Because
the reference category for the type of demonstration is the labour protest, the inter-
acted coefficient of organisational membership is interpreted exclusively for the
labour demonstration. The transformation to odds ratios indicates that in labour
demonstrations, organisation members are 2.786 more likely to vote than those
who do not have those organisational ties, with a significant coefficient (p <
0.001). When leaving students as the reference category, the coefficient of organisa-
tional membership interacted with the type of protest becomes negative and ceases
to be significant (results on request). This means that the effect that membership in
SMOs has on voting is conditional on the type of call: in labour demonstrations,
being organised significantly increases EP, but in student demonstrations, the effect
of SMOs becomes null. This is consistent with H2.

The interaction coefficient of Model 2 (see Table 6) shows that the comparison
between the labour and student movements is significant (p < 0.001). This inter-
action is strong evidence that being organised in a labour-movement protest versus
being organised in a student protest generates very different effects on the probabil-
ity of voting.

Table 5. Descriptive Statistics

Quantitative variables N Mean Standard deviation Min. Max.

Voted in last election (0–1) 917 0.589 0.492 0 1

Age 961 35.469 15.851 18 88

Education (1–4) 936 2.684 0.691 1 4

Invited to participate (yes = 1) 1,011 0.259 0.438 0 1

Left–right scale (0–10) 1,011 1.875 2.045 0 10

Qualitative variables N %

Gender

Male 509 50.3%

Female 408 40.4%

Other 94 9.3%

Source: Authors’ elaboration based on CCC surveys.
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Table 6. Explaining the Probability of Voting: Binomial Logistic Regression

Dependent variable: vote

Model 1 Model 2

Coefficients
Odds
ratio Coefficients

Odds
ratio

Gender

Female (ref = male) −0.011 0.989 −0.001 0.999

(0.159) (0.161)

Other (ref = male) −0.072 0.930 −0.072 0.930

(0.366) (0.367)

Age 0.042a 1.043 0.041a 1.042

(0.006) (0.007)

Education (4 levels) 0.462a 1.588 0.472a 1.604

(0.116) (0.117)

Invited to protest ( = 1) −0.242 0.785 −0.267 0.765

(0.177) (0.179)

Left–right (1–10) −0.019 0.981 −0.008 0.992

(0.040) (0.041)

Organisation member (1 = yes) 0.430a 1.537 1.025a 2.786

(0.167) (0.327)

Issue: LGBT (ref = Labour) −0.900a 0.407 −0.441 0.643

(0.246) (0.302)

Issue: student (ref = Labour) −1.361a 0.256 −0.921a 0.398

(0.263) (0.322)

Issue: human rights
(ref = Labour)

−1.250a 0.286 −1.069a 0.343

(0.216) (0.313)

Org. memb.c Issue: LGBT −1.210a 0.298

(0.469)

Org. memb.c Issue: student −1.147b 0.318

(0.523)

Org. memb.c Issue: human rights −0.298 0.742

(0.432)

Constant −1.570a 0.208 −1.898a 0.150

(0.466) (0.492)

(Continued )
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To better visualise how the call for demonstrations moderates the effect of
organisational membership on the vote, Figure 2 shows a graph with the predicted
probabilities of the interaction from Model 2 (in Table 6). The first general obser-
vation is that those who participated in the demonstration called by the labour
movement voted more than those who participated in other demonstrations.
Regarding the main contrast (labour versus student movement), the majority of
those who participated in the demonstration called by the CUT voted, while the
majority of those who participated in the demonstration called by the students
abstained. These results give important support to H1. As for the shadow cases
(LGBT and human rights), we can see that the probability of voting for both
demonstrations is higher than for students but much lower than for the labour
movement.

Secondly, considering the results of Model 2 (see Table 6) and Figure 2, we note
that, even controlling for socio-demographic factors, being in a labour organisation
linked to the federations significantly increases the probability of voting. On the
other hand, among participants in student demonstrations, the effect of being or
not being organised does not generate statistically relevant differences, which sup-
ports H2. Specifically, within the labour movement, those who are not organised
vote much less (68 per cent) than those who are organised (85 per cent), a statis-
tically significant difference (p < 0.001). In contrast, the situation is very different in
the case of the student movement, where those who are not organised (45 per cent)
vote even more than those who are organised (42 per cent), although these differ-
ences are not statistically relevant if we look at the confidence intervals. Regarding
the two additional demonstrations, the findings align with our expectations.
Organisational linkages had a substantial and statistically significant impact on
the percentage of votes in the human-rights demonstration, elevating it from 42
per cent to 60 per cent. In contrast, in the case of the LGBT demonstration, the
impact of organisational linkages on voting percentage was minor, leading to a

Table 6 (Continued)

Dependent variable: vote

Model 1 Model 2

Coefficients Odds
ratio

Coefficients Odds
ratio

McFadden Pseudo R2 0.192 0.20

Observations 905 905

Log Likelihood −501.765 −496.947

Akaike Inf. Crit. 1,025.531 1,021.894

Notes: Standard errors in parentheses, ap < 0.001, bp < 0.01, cp < 0.05
Source: Authors’ elaboration based on CCC surveys.
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decrease from 57 per cent to 53 per cent, although this difference was not statistic-
ally significant.

Finally, after accounting for demographic factors, the variations in the likelihood
of voting among unorganised activists were not substantial. The crucial differences
are among organised activists, where organised workers have an 85 per cent prob-
ability of voting versus 42 per cent of organised students. These differences are stat-
istically significant, supporting H2.

Conclusions
Chile’s recent re-politicisation has not been accompanied, during the last decade, by
a rapprochement with political parties, political institutions and, above all, the bal-
lot box. The country is an atypical case at the comparative level: Chile is the only
country where voting and protest have a negative correlation among the 22 coun-
tries previously analysed in this article. According to the literature on political par-
ticipation, we argued that civil organisations are fundamental for integrating NEP
with EP.74 They are the ones that allow their members to develop the civic skills
necessary to embark on non-electoral activities like protest demonstrations. Yet,
in the process, they also generate a discursive context that allows electoral prefer-
ences to develop, driving their members to the polls. However, it is unknown
why in certain cases, such as in Chile, they may cease to do so. The Chilean case
seeks to explain this route towards fragmentation, delving into two social

Figure 2. Interaction between Membership in Organisations and Public Demonstration on the Probability
of Voting (Predicted Probabilities)
Source: Authors’ elaboration based on CCC surveys.

74Medel, ‘When Do Active Citizens Abstain from the Polls?’
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movements with different relationships with political parties: student organisations
and public-sector labour organisations.

The first part of the article offered qualitative evidence to understand in depth
two social movements in their closeness to the dominant political parties: student
organisations linked to the student movement and labour organisations linked to
the main federations. From an analysis of secondary literature and interview mater-
ial, we found that both sectors of organised civil society have dissimilar distancing
toward institutional politics. The labour movement is linked to and highly depend-
ent on political parties and trade-union federations (which are controlled by polit-
ical parties). On the other hand, the student movement is very distant from parties
and has a great deal of autonomy in managing its resources.

A relevant conclusion suggested by the qualitative analysis, that NEP culturally
articulated outside of, and in some cases even against, partisan politics, does not
imply electoral abstentionism. We argued that the decisive issue is whether the
organisations behind non-electoral collective actions, such as strikes or marches,
can mobilise without the resources of institutional politics; and whether they also
generate an anti-party discursive context that inhibits EP, as in the case of the
student movement. However, when the link between SMOs and institutional
politics is one of dependency, the members of these organisations see parties and
politicians as relevant allies, as in the case of the labour movement linked to the
federations. In such a case, members are more likely to find incentives to go to
the polls on election day.

To test this argument, we employed a survey of demonstrators to compare those
attending protests organised by student organisations and by trade-union federations.
We added two shadow cases: a demonstration called by sexual minorities and another
for human rights. The results of descriptive and multivariate analyses show that the
participants of labour demonstrations vote more than the rest, especially more than
students. Likewise, the role played by the organisations is very different. In the case
of the labour movement, having organisational membership (or not) is relevant to
the activists’ probability of integrating their NEP with voting. But the above finding
does not extend to the student demonstration, where the organisational affiliation
of activists does not significantly increase the probability of voting.

If we look at the two shadow cases, we find a similar logic to the contrast
between labour and student movements. In the case of the LGBT movement, the
organisations were not relevant, while in the case of the human-rights movement,
organisational membership significantly led activists to the polls. Based on the lit-
erature on these two movements, the results of the two shadow cases rhyme a lot
with the mechanisms we found for the labour and student movement. The LGBT
movement has shown an autonomous functioning structure and a distance dis-
course towards political parties,75 which originates in the transition to democracy.
But the opposite has happened with the human-rights movement, which has always
relied on the parties and their resources; in fact, the primary victims of the dic-
tatorship were members of the traditional left-wing parties.

The reality of Chilean society is better represented by the student and the LGBT
movement than by the labour and human-rights movement. The consequence of

75Somma, Rossi and Donoso, ‘The Attachment of Demonstrators to Institutional Politics’.
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this is that the SMOs, in general, do not drive their members to vote. Thus, the
traditional integrating role of organisations, which is taken for granted in studies
on political participation, evaporates.

We believe our findings for Chile have broader implications for Latin
America. In Chile, the material and ideological detachment of social move-
ments from political parties – especially the student movement from leftist
and centrist parties – provoked a decade of almost continuous contention in
the streets. This paved the way for a renewal of the political arena through
the emergence of successful new political coalitions.76 Yet the delegitimation
of traditional parties also set the stage for disruptive actions, as shown in the
2019 massive protests, and opened an opportunity for populist entrepreneurs
like José Antonio Kast and Franco Parisi. In sum, the Chilean case suggests
that the long-term consequences of a growing movement–party gap can be
manifold and unpredictable.

This opens interesting questions for Latin American scholars. Specifically, we
hint that Latin American political arenas have two typical-ideal ways of channelling
party–movement schisms. In a ‘productive’ scenario, the new, detached challengers
originated from a discontented civil society organise as parties that address aban-
doned societal demands, garner electoral support and increase overall democratic
representation, ultimately contributing to a realignment between society and polit-
ics. In the other, ‘unproductive’ scenario, the new space after the delegitimation of
established forces cannot be filled by new democratic forces originating from civil
society. Instead, it is filled by undemocratic or ambiguously democratic leaders that
resort to messianic promises, intimidation of opponents, and fake news (e.g.
Bolsonaro in Brazil). Such leaders may deepen the gap between civil society and
political institutions. Further studies could take these two paths – or others – to
examine the consequences of party–movement detachment and their implications
for democracy quality.

The assorted empirical materials of this article offer cues to build a theory about
the mechanisms that link NEP, organisations and voting. Future research could
embark on this task. Another task we leave for the future is a thorough analysis
of the role of age and birth cohorts in shaping protest and EP. Previous studies77

suggest that these cohorts shape EP in Chile in non-linear ways, and many studies
indicate that youngsters are more likely to protest – in Chile78 and internationally.
Yet it remains to be seen whether these relations change across time and why, and,
more specifically, whether they vary across participation in different social move-
ments. Finally, the political development since the 2019 social outburst will
undoubtedly have longstanding effects on the relationship between SMOs and pol-
itical parties that still require analysis.

76Nicolás M. Somma and Sofía Donoso, ‘Renovando la arena política: Estallido social, cambio constitu-
cional y nuevo Gobierno en Chile’, Revista Mexicana de Política Exterior, 122 (April 2022), pp. 147–61.

77Bargsted, Somma and Muñoz, ‘Participación electoral en Chile’, pp. 75–98.
78See Juan C. Castillo et al., ‘Inequality, Distributive Justice and Political Participation: An Analysis of the

Case of Chile’, Bulletin of Latin American Research, 34: 4 (2015), pp. 486–502.

Journal of Latin American Studies 731

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022216X23000706 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022216X23000706


Acknowledgements. This research was supported by the Agencia Nacional de Investigación y Desarrollo
(ANID) of Chile via four FONDECYT grants (Nos. 11220613, 1200190, 1160308 and 11121147). On behalf
of all authors, the corresponding author states that there is no conflict of interest.

El nexo entre protesta y participación electoral: Explicando la excepcionalidad de Chile

La literatura sobre participación política ha encontrado persistentemente que la protesta se
relaciona clara y significativamente con la participación electoral. Sin embargo, Chile puede
considerarse un caso diferente a este patrón. En la última década, era poco probable que
los chilenos que participaban en manifestaciones callejeras participaran también en las elec-
ciones. ¿Cómo se explica esta anomalía? Argumentamos que dicha ruptura entre la protesta
y las elecciones es el resultado de un distanciamiento efectivo entre las organizaciones del
movimiento social (OMS) y la política institucional. Sin embargo, este distanciamiento de
las OMS en relación con la política partidaria no ha sido homogéneo. Para examinar esta he-
terogeneidad, realizamos un diseño comparativo de dos casos: el movimiento obrero y el estu-
diantil. A partir de un estudio con metodología mixta, que combina entrevistas con líderes de
movimientos y encuestas a participantes de las protestas callejeras, buscamos resaltar el papel
mediador de las OMS en la promoción de diferentes formas de participación política.

Palabras clave: participación política; organizaciones del movimiento social; política chilena; movimiento
obrero; movimiento estudiantil

O nexo entre protesto e participação eleitoral: Explicando a excepcionalidade do
Chile

A literatura sobre participação política tem apontado consistentemente que o protesto se
correlaciona positiva e significativamente com o voto. No entanto, o Chile pode ser consi-
derado um caso desviante desse padrão. Durante a última década, era pouco provável que os
chilenos que participaram nas manifestações de rua também participassem nas eleições. O
que explica esta anomalia? Argumentamos que essa ruptura entre a participação em protes-
tos e nas eleições resulta de um distanciamento efetivo entre as organizações de movimentos
sociais (OMS) e a política institucional. No entanto, este distanciamento das OMS em
relação à política partidária não tem sido homogêneo. Para examinar essa heterogeneidade,
realizamos um desenho comparativo de dois casos: os movimentos trabalhista e estudantil.
Com base em um estudo de métodos mistos que combina entrevistas com lideranças de
movimentos e pesquisas com participantes de protestos em passeatas, buscamos destacar
o papel mediador das OMS na promoção de diferentes formas de participação política.

Palavras-chave: participação política; organizações de movimentos sociais; política chilena; movimento
operário; movimento estudantil
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