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Philip unmasked himself as the champion. The two articles on the tournament slightly
disagree about the extent of the scripted nature of the combat.

The epilogue on the 1568 marriage in Munich between the Duke of Bavaria and the
Duchess of Lorrain reflected a German chivalric identity merged with exotic elements,
particularly Native American, that had become standard fare in Spanish festivals.
The epilogue, like much of the text, raises questions about the book’s title.
The Joyous Journey of Charles and Philip lasted from 1548 to 1550 and included
entrances outside the province of Hainault. The historical overviews in part 1 are not
restricted to 1549, nor do the festivities in Milan (1548), Antwerp (1549), and Munich
(1568) occur in Hainault. The title seems to suggest that Mons, the capital of Hainaul,
gained reflected cultural glamour from the tour, and particularly from festivities in
Binche, which is distant from Mons, but within the province.

In sum, Charles V, Prince Philip, and the Politics of Succession brings together work of
established scholars from a variety of disciplines who all have expertise in medieval and
Renaissance festivals. The numerous, high-quality images on thick glossy paper is a
visual treat. Given the quality of the text and images, and the relatively low price, 1
highly recommend it for university libraries and scholars of late medieval and early
modern Europe.

Daniel A. Crews, University of Central Missouri, USA
doi:10.1017/rqx.2023.564

Festivities, Ceremonies, and Rituals in the Lands of the Bohemian Crown in the
Late Middle Ages. Frantisek Smahel, Martin Nodl, Vaclav Zirek, eds.
Leiden: Brill, 2022. xii + 412 pp. $226.

This book investigates rituals and ceremonies, but it is not just another book about
these topics. The enormous historiographical field about kings, queens, and their rituals
that throve in the 1980s and 1990s focused on the monarchies of England and France
and on Italian and German nobility and princely realities. Rather than centering the
institution of monarchy or the people who represented it, this book concentrates on
the rituals and ceremonies of the period. It was not the king that made rituals
and ceremonies, but rituals and ceremonies that created the king—and not only
him. Rituals and ceremonies shaped the coronations of kings and queens as well as
every phase of their lives, from marriage and divorce to death and burial.

Through meticulous analysis, the authors show how rituals and ceremonies shaped
and guided people’s lives and deaths in the late Middle Ages. The editors acknowledge
they did not have many sources to investigate, but they were able to use the few available
to craft scrupulous, detailed descriptions that give us a vivid image of Renaissance

Bohemian and Eastern European society. They trace rituals and ceremonies, showing
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those that involved not only kings and queens but also their courts, the nobility, the
clergy, their subjects, and the territories under their control.

Ritual and ceremony are used to describe both the tangible expressions and intangible
mindsets that affected people’s actions throughout their lives. While the two words are
not synonymous, investigating their precise meanings allow the authors of this volume
to dig deeply into Bohemian society. What emerges is a picture of a society in which life,
from beginning to end and at all levels, was punctuated by well-defined gestures and
actions that people performed, often without being consciously aware that they were
performing: it was through rituals and ceremonies that their lives came to exist.

Not only kings and queens’ lives were shaped by rituals and ceremonies. Going
down the social ladder, we meet the royal courts, the nobility and clergy, royal subjects,
and townspeople. Their lives, too, were defined by rituals and ceremonies, using objects
from swords to simple belts, and spanning attempts to hold festivities according to
church rules and with greater freedom. No one escaped from the demands of
ritual—every action performed and every piece of clothing worn had its meaning,
the authors argue, because ritual and ceremony were so intrinsic to people’s lives that
they were not necessarily even able to recognize it.

Despite the different hands that wrote this book, Feszivities is so harmonious that it
could have been written by a single author. It is not easy to describe every essay, because
each one is deeply connected with the others. Above all, the book’s authors have been able
to use their sources not only to make a precise historical investigation but also to create a real
painting of the Bohemian environment between the late Middle Ages and Renaissance. We
can clearly see every image of each ritual and ceremony, of every street or space where fes-
tivities took place, and of every object used by people of that time, from kings to subjects.
The authors have created more than a historical book—they have crafted a scenography
that allows the reader to live inside the story. Even more, it is essential reading for everyone
who wants to investigate Eastern European society, because of the sources used and refer-

enced and the book’s methodology in the study of human behavior.

Enrica Guerra, Independent Scholar, Italy
doi:10.1017/rqx.2024.8

The Perfection of Nature: Animals, Breeding, and Race in the Renaissance.
MacKenzie Cooley.
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2022. xiv + 337 pp. $110.50.

This learned and elegant book is a history of the science of animal breeding in the late
fifteenth, sixteenth, and early seventeenth centuries across the Spanish Habsburg world,
from Italy to Mexico. With meticulous scholarship, Cooley surveys materials touching

on the lineage of animals (rzzza in Italian, 72za in Spanish, race in English) while at the
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