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sense of supernatural I ? ) ,  for which the author’s habit of en- 
closing phrases in invcrted commas does not compensate. 

For one thing one may bc sinrercly grateful : the book is a 
hap,py antidote to the spirit of Whiggism in history whether 
secular or religious; and Mr. RIrKerrow’s main thesis is well 
worth studying if  only for its challenge to the tendency to sink 
too somnolently into tradional ruts. L.S. G.V. 

PRECIS DE PATROLOCIE ET D’HISTOIRE DE LA THEOLOCIE. By 
F. CayrCe. Two vols. (DcsclCc, Tournai ; 12.60 Bclgas.) 

These two volumes may be said without exaggeration to form 
the best manual for Catholic students. Thc first three scctions 
culminate i n  St. John D;imascene, St. Thcodore thc Studitc, 
and the Iconoclastic controversy. T h e  last section which is much 
briefer in treatment dc;ils with thc period between the 12th and 
16th centuries. The value of the book lies in its attempt to he in- 
tegral : the fathers are not treated as individuals who produced 
tiresome lists of works, but as n1c.n ivitli a doctrine and a spiri- 
tual life. The hib1iogr:iphies are suficicnt although the author 
would have gained considerably if he had consulted more 
English Patrologists. There are certain lacunae-e.g., thc doc- 
trine of St. lgnatius of  Antioch on the Mystical Body and the 
doctrine of St.  Irenaeus on the Eucharist are scarcely mentioned 
and we suspect that the author is too preoccupied by his own 
mystical doctrine-valuable though i t  is. On the whole, how- 
ever, the book is a success, and the student who uses it care- 
fu l l s  and follows out  its references will urovide himself with 
an gdmirable background for thi-s most important locus in the 
study of theology. A.M. 

NOTRE-DAME A NAZARETH. (Editions du Cerf, Juvisy). 
Three well-known writcrs contribute to this-the third-fasci- 

cule of I-es Cahiers d c  la Vievge, ‘ urie serie dc  fascicules con- 
sacrCs h la gloire de la Vierge Marie.’ In  the first fifty pagcs 
M .  Maurice Brillant endeavours to help u s  to form a more 
exact idea of the villagc of Jcsus and Mary and of the daily life 
lived there. I t  is, a s  hc remarks, the office of the great painters 
to translate, so to say, this theme into song, but there is also 
need for a prose treatment of the subject (in other words, for a 
little archaeology and knowlcdge of the locality) if we are to 
learn more thoroughly the lcsson enforced by the mystery of 
Nazareth. ‘ God c:hosc what was weak and mean in the world,’ 
but, in hI. Brillant‘s excellent phrase, ‘ nous ‘ I  ernbourgcoisons ’ I  

la RCdernption, nous souhaiterions volontiers une Redemption 




