
169European Integration and National Courts: Defending Sovereignty?

Distributed for T.M.C. Asser Press by Springer | springer.com

The Function of Public International Law

by

Jan Anne Vos

This book addresses fundamental aspects of the concept of public international 
law in both theory and practice. The argument developed by the author is that, 
underlying the traditional, horizontal, structure of public international law, a ver-
tical structure of the concept of law may be discerned. This vertical structure is 
seen unfolding into two, mutually exclusive, frameworks: a framework of obligation, 
 accounting for obligations, and a framework of authorization, accounting for rights. 
The problem then arising is that a concept of public international law which only 
admits either rights or obligations cannot be regarded as coherent. The author, 
however, takes and substantiates the position that coherence can be achieved by 
suppressing the mutual exclusivity of both frameworks. This move paves the way 
to formulating the function of public international law in terms of the constituting of 
international society.

Since in public international law the theoretical aspects profoundly affect prac-
tice, this book is not only of interest to academics, but also for practitioners, such 
as of cials of foreign of ces and international institutions.

Dr. Jan Anne Vos wrote this book as a senior researcher in the T.M.C. Asser 
Instituut, The Hague, The Netherlands.

www.asser.nl/AsserPress/?978-90-6704-860-6
ISBN 978-90-6704-860-6
304 pp., hardcover, € 99.95

For ordering information please click: www.springer.com/978-90-6704-860-6 
Also available online: www.springerlink.com/content/978-90-6704-861-3

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1574019612001083 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1574019612001083


170 Arthur Dyevre EuConst 9 (2013)

T r a n s n a T i o n a l  E n v i r o n m E n T a l  l a w

Transnational Environmental Law (TEL) 
is a peer-reviewed journal that will be 
launched by Cambridge University Press 
in 2012. TEl is dedicated to the study 
of environmental law and governance 
beyond the state. it approaches legal 
and regulatory developments with an 
interest in the contribution of non- 
state actors and an awareness of the 
multi-level governance context in  
which contemporary environmental  
law unfolds.

Further information about submissions, manuscript 
preparation and the Editors can be found here: 

journals.cambridge.org/tel
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International Journal  
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A global forum  
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The International Journal 
of Law in Context now 
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section entitled ‘Law 
in other contexts’. This 
section is dedicated to 
making available specially 
commissioned reports of 
socio-legal research in 
places where English is not 
the first language. In this 
way the journal hopes to 
bring attention to work 
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accessible to those without 
knowledge of the relevant  
language (and culture).

The companion journal to the Law in Context book series.
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