
religious schools), and the journalistic conventional wisdom that Donald Trump’s can-
didacy created an evangelical schism during the 2016 election. These brief essays do a
good job of establishing some key historiographical consensus points and guiding the
way toward deeper reading on relevant topics, such as the anti-abortion movement,
anti-communism, and the role of segregation and race in the rise of white evangelical
political power.

Gender is the clear gap in this collection. While several essays add to the increasing
historical literature on the anti-abortion movement in the 1970s, other issues related to
gender and sexuality during this era are conspicuously missing. Aside from brief refer-
ences to patriarchy and Trump’s strong-man leadership style, this collection fails to
reckon with the importance of (re)asserting heteropatriarchy amid feminist and gay
rights movements as a foundational value for the Religious Right.

Unsurprisingly, given the timing of the inciting conference, there are illuminating
essays here on Trump’s 2016 election, with the consensus being that the support
among white evangelicals was not as hypocritical or contradictory as it is often depicted
because the racism and authoritarianism underlying his appeal fit within the history of
the Religious Right. However, Jeff Frederick argues that white evangelicals have suffered
from a crisis of credibility, as a result of their increasing politicization and embrace of
Ronald Reagan and Trump over authentic evangelicals such as Carter.

Overall, despite limitations, this is a strong collection for those wanting to under-
stand how our current political era connects to a broader context.

Sarah B. Rowley
DePauw University
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The Dominicans in the British Isles and Beyond: A New History of
the English Province of the Friars Preachers. By Richard Finn.
Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2023. xix + 387pp. £90
hardback.

This volume by Richard Finn OP was written with the aim to fulfil a wish earlier artic-
ulated by his fellow Dominican Fr Bede Jarrett to provide “a more detailed and more
accurate account of this English province . . . up to now so curiously ignored” (1)
and was compiled as the octo-centenary of the friars’ arrival in England was approach-
ing. It covers a broad sweep of time from the Dominicans’ first arrival in England up to
2021, encompassing periods of growth, stability, exile, expansion, and contraction. The
nature of the English Dominican Province was, at times, such that its reach included
Ireland and Scotland in its early years, until they became two separate provinces, as
well as extending to the Caribbean and South Africa. Various forms of Dominican
life are explored in this book; thus in addition to the friars, the book also addresses
the history of Dominican nuns, as well as lay tertiaries, although the latter two groups
receive less attention than the friars. The early section of the book sees a good deal of
attention paid to the Irish and Scottish parts of the province, which highlights the con-
trasts between these places and England, in terms of the different patterns of expansion

1052 Book Reviews and Notes

use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/S000964072300330X
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 18.226.94.206, on 13 Jan 2025 at 08:31:08, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/S000964072300330X
https://www.cambridge.org/core


evident in each, for example. The English Province again extends into Scotland in the
later phases of the book with the acquisition of property in Edinburgh, in addition to
work in university chaplaincy being documented.

While the volume offers a chronicle of the Dominicans’ changing status in society, it
also provides insights into their changing role, as well as the changing profile of their
patrons. The medieval period sees the Dominicans favored by royal and aristocratic
patrons, while in the post-Dissolution period, we see the friars supported by recusant
families, often supporting Dominicans based in continental Europe while the province
in England faltered in the face of persecution. As the Dominican Province was
re-established in England with an Observant novitiate in the nineteenth century, we
begin to see a new profile of patron emerge with Catholic converts, such as Marc
André Raffalovich (a convert from Judaism), potter Josiah Spode, and his niece
Helen Gulson, who surely tested the patience of the friars with her demands, including
access to the friars’ enclosure. The friars’ original role as preachers living in urban or
suburban communities together, assisted by a range of supporters from varying levels
of society, adapted and changed throughout the book as circumstances and necessity
dictated. No Dominican houses closed due to the Black Death, but many houses in
England never returned to their former size. Finn remarks on the expansion of the
Dominicans into rural Ireland, suggesting they lacked urban support. This rural expan-
sion is also characteristic of the other mendicant orders in late medieval Ireland and
may perhaps reflect that many towns had reached saturation point in terms of their
capacity to support the friars, who liked to give sufficient space to each other in any
case. It may also be indicative of the willingness of rural populations to support the
work of the mendicant friars. With the Dissolution of the Monasteries, the fortunes
of the Dominicans of the English province quickly declined. Finn demonstrates that
while some friars opposed the Protestant reforms, others supported them, notably
John George of Cambridge, who was rebuked by his mother for doing so. In the late
sixteenth and early seventeenth century, the friars lacked a provincial structure and
associated network of houses, but gradually continental foundations such as
Bornhem and the house of nuns at Spellikin helped to strengthen the English
Dominicans, with unrest on the continent leading many monks and nuns to return
to England. A Dominican presence had continued in England during this time but is
less well attested in the records than that on the Continent.

As the Dominicans sought to place themselves on a firmer footing in England from
the mid-nineteenth century onward, they adopted the Strict Observance. They devoted
themselves to parish work, to the extent that Fr Bede Jarrett stated, “You’ll be swamped
with parochiality until one’s OPness is squeezed out of one” (245). Serving in parishes
(in Britain or overseas such as in Grenada), as military or university chaplains, and in
the context of limited vocations was at times to the detriment of the common life and
choral office. The twentieth century saw changes, not just in how the Dominicans inter-
acted with the world outside but also in how they interacted with each other, for exam-
ple in terms of how members of communities in formation houses (fathers, lay
brothers, and students) came to have increased contact with each other.

The book is carefully researched and draws on a good variety of primary source
materials. It provides insights and analysis, while the author notes his intention to
refrain from assessment in the final chapter, which deals with more recent events,
the impact of which may be difficult to assess at such a brief remove. There are a
few small typographical errors in the latter stages of the book that seem to have escaped
the editing process. The book concludes with a series of twenty plates, with the first of
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these, notes and drawings concerning the Exeter Blackfriars being especially striking.
The images mainly concern the friars rather than the nuns and would perhaps have
been better scattered throughout the text where relevant rather than included at the
back of the book. Overall, this book deals with a considerable scope in terms of time
and indeed geography, and provides an accessible study of a deserving subject that is
rich in detail and captures the diversity of the experience of the English Dominican
province.

Yvonne McDermott
Atlantic Technological University
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