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“Do not be fooled into thinking that this is
‘merely’ the single best book of social science
on the controversy over evolution. It is, but it
is more than that. This book is also a masterful
treatment of big questions about the nature of
public education and democratic governance.”

—David E. Campbell, University of Notre Dame

Who should decide what children are taught
in school? This question lies at the heart of the
evolution-creation wars that have become a
regular feature of the U.S. political landscape.
Ever since the 1925 Scopes “monkey trial”
many have argued that the people should
decide by majority rule and through political
institutions; others variously point to the federal
courts, educational experts, or scientists as the
ideal arbiter.

Michael Berkman and Eric Plutzer illuminate who really controls the nation’s classrooms.
Based on their innovative survey of 926 high school biology teachers they show that
the real power lies with individual educators who make critical decisions in their own
classrooms. Broad teacher discretion sometimes leads to excellent instruction in evolution.
But the authors also find evidence of strong creationist tendencies in America’s public
high schools. More generally, they find evidence of a systematic undermining of science
and the scientific method in many classrooms.
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POLITICS AND RELIGIDN

The Religion and Politics section of the American Political Science Association invites applications from individuals,
pairs, or teams for the editorship of Politics and Religion (PER) from January 1, 2012, through December 31,
2016. Nominations and self-nominations are encouraged. The section particularly encourages nomination of pairs
or teams of editors where each editor represents a different country and a variety of substantive expertise.

Interested applicants for editor should be senior scholars and members in good standing of the Religion and
Politics section. Applicants are expected to have records of significant research accomplishment in the subfield of
Religion and Politics, intellectual breadth and depth, an entrepreneurial approach to attracting and soliciting quality
manuscripts, authors, and reviewers, and excellent administrative, organizational, and interpersonal skills.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

Politics and Religion is the llagship journal for the subfield of Religion and Politics, published by Cambridge University
Press. Since its inception in 2005, PER has received over 100 submissions per year, with a 21% acceptance rate.
As a result, serving as editor requires substantial commitments of time, intellectual effort, and management skill.

The PER editor reports to the Executive Committee of the Religion and Politics Section of APSA and to the Managing
Editor at Cambridge University Press Journals. The editor will appoint book review editors and journal editorial
board members in consultation with the section’s executive committee. The editor is required to provide at least one
written report per year on the state of the journal, in addition to frequent informal consultation with the section and
CUPJ. Cambridge University Press provides a stipend to the editor each vear to defray some of the administration
costs of the journal.

To APPLY

Candidates should e-mail (as a PDF attachment) a full curriculum vita, oy & o

aletter of intent or proposal that specifically discusses vision and goals £ =/ ) r//f,—/ L =
for the journal, particularly addressing the challenge of balancing 1= Vi [y | N
international politics, American politics, comparative politics,
and political philosophy in an outlet for Religion and Politics
research; experiences directly relevant to the position of
editor; plans for management, and organization of the
journal’s work{low; and statements of financial support
commitments from the host university(ies).
Applications should be sent to Ahmet Kuru
(akuru@mail sdsu.edu), Religion and Politics
section chair, and must be received no later
than 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 15, 2011.

All applicants will receive an e-mail confirmation.

Nominations and Questi If you wish to nominate a
person to serve as editor, you may contact Ahmet Kuru, who, in turn,

will contact the nominee. If you have questions about the responsibilities of
serving as editor of Politics and Religion you are encouraged to contact the chair
of the Religion and Politics section committee.
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