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commission including Lefebvre was overruled by Paul VI; later Lefebvre broke 
Council rules by circulating a letter calling on the Fathers to reject the declaration. 
Lefebvre, pp. 4. 36, 44, 66. 71. 82, 95. 181. 203. 
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The Word 

James McGonigal 

In a valley stumbled on 
between fells, hayfields 
groomed for autumn turning 
lay flat out in the sun. 

We stopped by the wall of a kirk 
like a barn. Raspberry shoots 
swung bright wild beads 
at purse-lipped gravestones set to mark 

the single word that passers-by 
w r y  away: Edmond, or Dobbie, 
Ashiestiel Farm or 1891, 
one word we recognise 

of all the pain and sorrow penned 
to overwinter in this place, or joy 
here stabled year by year. 
Now in this valley’s shimmering fen 

it seems a steadfast island-holy once- 
where travellers came to rest, 
their shallow draughted vessels 
at long last scraping stones. 
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