
This is not to say that we cannot speak meaningfully of duties in today’s pluralist
societies. But it does raise the question of how the communal grounding for this
theological project may have shifted in the intervening decades.

At the outset of the book, Turner limits himself to a consideration of Church of
England figures. This is understandable but also regrettable. Christian Socialism
found its way to the United States as well, perhaps nowhere more compellingly than
in the figure of Vida Scudder. Scudder’s extensive writings combined with her ded-
ication to various social ministries, particularly the settlement house movement,
would have made her a worthy dialogue partner for the figures Turner studies.
It would have added some welcome gender diversity as well.

Throughout the book, Turner seems to have a larger point to make about the
church of his own time. He has made these points forthrightly in earlier books such
as The Fate of Communion but here he seems to let them slip out of the side of his
mouth. When he writes that ‘an undue optimism about the progressive powers of
love lay deep within the hearts of the Christian Socialists and indeed remains with
Anglican churches to this day’, I wanted him to either make this point fully in rela-
tion to the church of our time or not make it at all. When he writes that Christian
Socialists believed it was not the role of the church to pronounce on public policy
and that ‘advocacy for particular measures on the part of the governing bodies of
churches : : : has produced not a united Christian witness but factionalism within
and between the churches’, I again wanted either more or less.

The Christian Socialist tradition may be flawed and imperfect but it is worth
engaging with as we reflect on our ministry. In helping retrieve an ‘almost forgotten
tradition’, Turner is to be commended.

Jesse Zink
Montreal Diocesan Theological College, Montreal, QC

Margaret Willes, In the Shadow of St Paul’s Cathedral (New Haven and London: Yale
University Press, 2022), pp. xii � 299. ISBN 978-0300249835.
doi:10.1017/S1740355322000237

On 29 December 1940, Herbert Mason was on fire watch atop the Daily Mail build-
ing in Carmelite Street, just off London’s Fleet Street. Looking eastward during the
worst raid of the Blitz, he saw St Paul’s shrouded in smoke and dust; waiting
patiently, just minutes later the smoke cleared sufficiently for him to take the picture
that became iconic in the battle to buoy up the spirits of Londoners. It captured that
sense of Britain fighting alone for the soul of Europe. St Paul’s continues to have a
symbolic significance throughout Britain, but interestingly that is not new. Margaret
Willes’ excellent account of the history and importance of St Paul’s churchyard adds
remarkably to our understanding of that small enclave in the heart of the City of
London and its role in the production, publishing and selling of books and thus in
the realm of communications down the centuries. She describes the churchyard as
the Times newspaper of the Middle Ages!
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Beginning with an engagingly compact history of the City and churchyard, we learn
of the origins of London itself. The meeting of the ‘folk moot’ here sets the scene, as
does the continuing reference to St Paul’s Cross effectively an open air pulpit just to
the north east of the cathedral. Here Simon de Montfort’s rallying of his troops spelt
the end for the folk moot but established the place of St Paul’s Cross as ‘the prime site
to reinforce the political and religious establishment, and at times to become a threat
of opposition’ (p. 24). John Wycliffe too, often known as the ‘morning star of the
Reformation’, was the focus of disturbances outside the cathedral in the later four-
teenth century. Civic ceremonies also, often revolving around the Lord Mayor, took
place here. St Paul’s Cross became a powerful instrument of communication.

This focus on communication was to grow with the advent of printing. Wynkyn
de Worde, c. 1500, moved his printing business from Westminster Abbey to
St Paul’s. By 1515, publishing also began to be established in the churchyard, with
John Rastell setting up shop there. It became the centre for the printing and pub-
lishing of the Bible, but soon a greater variety of books would also find their way
there and, notably, from the mainland continent. Willes handles the Reformation
with considerable skill telling us just enough, without being caught up in the com-
plexities of recent revisionist histories of the period. So, Mary Tudor made good use
of the churchyard in her short-lived ‘Counter-Reformation’. Willes’ paragraph
(p. 77) on Elizabeth’s subtle take on both the Reformation and the role of the
Church of England is a model of clarity. Her comparison between these two
monarchs is interesting, with the Papist Mary keen on hearing the word preached,
but the more self-contained Elizabeth being no enthusiastic ‘sermon-goer’.
Throughout the staggering back and forth of the English Reformation(s),
St Paul’s Cross remained crucial for both protagonists and antagonists.

Next we move on to the children of St Paul’s, who reappear more than once in the
book in different guises. St Paul’s School features, as do various plays and pageants
acted out by the boys. This was infectious, and with a galleried inn in Ludgate Hill
and a playhouse close to Blackfriars, the churchyard gave birth to drama. All this
is the backdrop to what is described as the ‘twilight of Old St Paul’s’, which is a
sad tale of moral decline, and neglect of the building, with the cathedral itself becom-
ing a centre for business, effectively ‘defiling the temple’ to borrow a biblical phrase.
Nonetheless, pageants continued as did the churchyard as a focus of communication
and news-gathering.

All this prepares the reader for the Great Fire and its impact on City and cathe-
dral alike. This is handled with panache – and there is a sense of excitement as she
charts her course through the fire itself, the crumbling of the mediaeval gothic
cathedral and the devastation of the City landscape. The rebuilding is painted
for the reader with equal vigour, including all the intrigues along the way. The clear-
ing of the churchyard and demolition of the ruins of the old church are followed by
insights into the master architect and scientist, Christopher Wren, and his equally
impressive associate, Robert Hooke. We read of the vast numbers employed in the
building of Wren’s baroque masterpiece, of the screens erected around the burgeon-
ing edifice, of women plumbers and of the workers ‘clocking in’ with the help of an
hourglass. Despite the vast loss of books in the fire, the publishing and book selling
was swiftly re-established with the Stationers’ Company playing a key role with its
monopoly on the licensing of publications. Abergavenny House, where the
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company had been based, to the north-west of the cathedral, was replaced with
Stationers’ Hall, reopening as early as 1673.

Following the opening of the new cathedral, in 1710, by which time Wren had
reached the age of 90, the churchyard once again became a crucial focus for national
religious occasions, alongside its key role in the City of London. It is a tradition that
has continued; indeed protest also returned to the churchyard in 2012 with theOccupy
movement camping out by the west door and ultimately leading to the resignation of a
canon residentiary, and then of the dean. The publishing trade and bookselling
sprouted from the remains more strongly than ever. The publication of the King
James Bible in 1611 and then of the Book of Common Prayer in 1662 had consolidated
the churchyard’s role. The publisher Rivington became famous for religious books for
those of a high church persuasion following the Oxford Movement; curiously, the
evangelical Religious Tract Society based itself close by in the churchyard. Moving into
the twentieth century and after the wartime devastation of Paternoster Row and sur-
rounding streets, publishing moved elsewhere. Oxford University Press was the last to
leave its churchyard premises in nearby Amen Corner.

This is a beautifully written and engaging account that will unearth for many the
background to the growth of publishing and printing. Alongside that, it identifies
the way in which religion, culture and the state have related to each other in the
growth of a contemporary democracy and, through that, the role of a particular
model of a folk church.

Stephen Platten
Berwick-upon-Tweed, Diocese of Newcastle, UK

Michael Fuller and David Jasper (eds.), Made in the Image of God: Being Human in
the Christian Tradition (Durham: Sacristy Press, 2021), pp. x � 280. ISBN 978-1-
78959-170-5.
doi:10.1017/S1740355322000249

Members of the Doctrine Committee of the Scottish Episcopal Church and invited
contributors have given us this wide-ranging series of essays on theological anthro-
pology, with a focus on the imago Dei. There is scriptural reflection on the theme
(from Nicholas Taylor and others) along with the presentation of options against
their historical background. Some essays are theological, while others draw from
various disciplines and perspectives to provide resources for theological reflection.
Some combine both. Many draw practical implications.

Humanity’s vocation for the praise of God (John Reuben Davies), God’s indwell-
ing of human creaturehood in the incarnation (Trevor Hart) and Jesus’ completion
of humanity’s creation in terms of Divine Participation (John McLuckie) are all
explored. David Jasper offers a secular theology, challenging those who retreat from
hard theological engagement into piety at a time when the Church has to step up.
But for this reader the specialist contributions from other fields were particularly
stimulating.
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