
Robots are with us, but law and legal systems are not ready for them. 
This book identifies the issues posed by human–robot interactions in 
substantive law, procedural law, and law’s narratives, and suggests how 
to address them. When human–robot interaction results in harm, who 
or what is responsible? Part I addresses substantive law, including the 
issues raised by attempts to impose criminal liability on different actors. 
When robots perceive aspects of an alleged crime, can they be called as a 
sort of witness? Part II addresses procedural issues raised by human–robot 
interactions, including evidentiary problems arising out of data generated 
by robots monitoring humans, and issues of reliability and privacy. 
Beyond the standard fare of substantive and procedural law, and in view 
of the conceptual quandaries posed by robots, Part III offers chapters on 
narrative and rhetoric, suggesting different ways to understand human–
robot interactions and how to develop coherent frameworks to do that. 
This title is available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.

Sabine Gless  is Professor of Criminal Law at the University of Basel, 
Switzerland. Her research focuses on criminal justice issues related to 
the digitization of our living environment, as well as on human rights in 
transnational criminal law. As a member of editorial boards of journals 
and as a delegate in science funding committees, she particularly aims to 
promote interdisciplinary research on law and new technology.

Helena Whalen-Bridge is Associate Professor at the Faculty of Law, 
National University of Singapore. A recipient of multiple competitive 
research grants, her research interests include legal ethics and access to 
justice, legal narrative, and legal education. Her research in narrative 
was awarded the 2019 Teresa Godwin Phelps Award for Scholarship 
in Legal  Communication, and she is the recipient of NUS Teaching 
Excellence Awards.

HUMAN–ROBOT INTERACTION 
IN LAW AND ITS NARRATIVES

available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009431453
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 10.3.60.3, on 22 Jul 2025 at 18:31:27, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of use,

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009431453
https://www.cambridge.org/core


available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009431453
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 10.3.60.3, on 22 Jul 2025 at 18:31:27, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of use,

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009431453
https://www.cambridge.org/core


H U M A N–ROBOT 
I N T ER AC T ION I N L AW 
A N D ITS NA R R AT I V E S

Legal Blame, Procedure, and Criminal Law

Edited by

SABINE GLESS
University of Basel, Switzerland

HELENA WHALEN-BRIDGE
National University of Singapore

available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009431453
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 10.3.60.3, on 22 Jul 2025 at 18:31:27, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of use,

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009431453
https://www.cambridge.org/core


Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment, a 
department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of  
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009431507

DOI: 10.1017/9781009431453

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2024

This work is in copyright. It is subject to statutory exceptions and to the provisions  
of relevant licensing agreements; with the exception of the Creative Commons version 

the link for which is provided below, no reproduction of any part of this work may  
take place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

An online version of this work is published at doi.org/10.1017/9781009431453  
under a Creative Commons Open Access license CC-BY-NC 4.0 which permits  

re-use, distribution and reproduction in any medium for non-commercial purposes  
providing appropriate credit to the original work is given and any changes  

made are indicated. To view a copy of this license visit  
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

All versions of this work may contain content reproduced under license from third parties.

Permission to reproduce this third-party content must be obtained  
from these third-parties directly.

When citing this work, please include a reference to the DOI 10.1017/9781009431453

First published 2024

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

A Cataloging-in-Publication data record for this book is available from the Library of Congress

ISBN 978-1-009-43150-7 Hardback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence  
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this  

publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will  
remain, accurate or appropriate.

available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009431453
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 10.3.60.3, on 22 Jul 2025 at 18:31:27, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of use,

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9781009431507
https://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009431453
https://dx.doi.org/doi.org/10.1017/9781009431453
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
https://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009431453
https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009431453
https://www.cambridge.org/core

