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Vi. ADVERTISEMENTS.

The Serum Treatment of Diphtheria.

ST T————a e - - o

ANTI-DIPHTHERITIC SERUM,

TuE report on the use during 1895 of Anti-Diphtheritic Serum in the hospitals of
the Metropolitan Asylums Board contains some important statistics, which will well
repay careful and detailed perusal. In this place it is possible to draw general
conclusions only. One of the most striking facts seems to be that, in the six
hospitals in question, about 250 lives that would have been lost under other methods
of treatment have been saved by antitoxin during the year under consideration.
Perhaps it would be as well to reprint the epitomized General
Results as shown in the British Medical Journal of April 4th:—

“The results obtained in 1895 were distinctly better than in
1894. The superintendents state that the improved results, as
shown by the statistics and by clinical observations, were mani-
fested in the following respects :

“1. A great reduction in the mortality of cases brought under
treatment on the first and second day of illness.

“2. The lowering of the combined general mortality to a point
below that of any former year.

“3. The still more remarkable reduction in the mortality of
the laryngeal cases.

“4, The uniform improvement in the results of tracheotomy
§ at each separate hospital.

“5. The beneficial effect produced on the clinical course of
the discase.

“ The cases treated in 1894, before the use of antitoxin, num-
bered 3042, and the deaths 902, or 296 per cent. The cases treated with antitoxin
in 1895 numbered 2182, and the deaths 615, or 281 per cent. But from these
figures were excluded a large proportion of the less severe cases, so that to obtain
a fair comparison all the cases for 1895 must be taken, both those treated by
antitoxin (including nearly all the severe cases) and those not treated by antitoxin
(including most of the less severe). We then find that the number of cases was
3529, with 796 deaths, or 22'5 per cent., as compared with a mortality of 296 per
cent. in 1894.

Dried Anti-Diphtheritic Serum of perfect activity was first issued by us to
the profession. This dry Serum is little liable to undergo decomposition, or
changes of any nature, and is quite as effective as the liquid form. As it is readily
soluble in a small quantity of water it may be injected by means of an ordinarjy
Hypodermic Syringe. ' )

ANTI-DIPHTHERITIC SERUM (B. W. & Co.) supplied in either liquid or lamellar form, at
the price of 1s. per tube or phial, containing one therapeutic dose of 600 Behring-units.

BurrougHS, WELLcOME & Co,
SNOW HILL BUILDINGS, LONDON.
Australian Address: 456, COLLINS STREET WEST, MELBOURNE.

Cable and Telegraphic Address: “BURCOME, LONDON.”
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