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ABSTRACT: This article examines Tiburcio Campe’s newspaper El Español, a brief yet concerted
effort by exiled Spanish liberals in New Orleans that drew on the Cádiz constitutional
experiment to demand the return of imperial rule in Mexico in the late 1820s. Exiled from
Mexico as a consequence of the expulsion laws against Spaniards (españoles), Campe used
his newspaper to criticize republican exclusionary policies and to militate against a possible
expansion of abolitionism, ethnic conflict, and anti-white proposals in the Caribbean,
promoting imperial constitutionalism as the only guarantor of the coexistence of Spaniards
and Americanos and racial hierarchies in the Americas. Discussions regarding political and
racial equality in Mexico and the United States, and the community’s experience of exile in
New Orleans, shaped these ideas, revealing how the banishment of Campe and other
Spanish liberals renewed their advocacy of empire. Moreover, their exile in the United States
facilitated their participation in the transatlantic public sphere and the circulation of their
work, illustrating how the United States became a platform for envisioning and
propagating imperial endeavors. Thus a study of El Español and Tiburcio Campe’s actions
allows us to comprehend the intricacies between exile and pro-monarchical discourses, as
well as the nature of political and racial equality in the post-independence Americas.

KEYWORDS: exile, Spanish American revolutions, transatlantic public sphere, citizenship, New
Orleans, Mexico

Tiburcio Campe landed inMexico in 1824, fleeing from political retaliation
in Cuba. A staunch liberal who had abandoned Spain in 1814 after the
absolutist restoration, he had also seen the dream of a Spanish
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constitutional monarchy fade again after Ferdinand VII overthrew the Cádiz
regime in 1823.

Meanwhile, New Spain had declared its independence in 1821, after Agustín de
Iturbide negotiated the Plan de Igualawith revolutionary and royalist leaders. The
plan was a political pact that advocated for what it called the “three guarantees”:
the preservation of Catholic religion, the protection of independence from Spain,
and the promotion of the union between Spaniards and Americanos. The
prospect of protecting their family and business interests and the promise of
becoming part of the nation after pledging allegiance to the new government
inspired many peninsulares to stay in the former New Spain, or to move there.
Thus, Campe saw Mexico as an ideal place to start over, a place where the 1812
Cádiz constitutionalist project that promoted the union between Americanos
and Spaniards could be fulfilled.

Despite these high hopes, Campe’s dream was shattered again in 1827, with a
series of fractious anti-Spaniard campaigns demanding the expulsion of
peninsulares. Campe fled from Mexico to New Orleans, a city that had turned
into a haven for exiles during the years of revolutions. Once in the United
States, Campe claimed that the former New Spain was a “huge
disappointment to constitutionalists” who sought refuge in “the countries
that proclaimed themselves as the promised land of political freedom.”1 In the
wake of his displacement, he founded El Español, a newspaper published in
New Orleans from 1829 to 1830 that advocated for Spanish military
reconquest, the Cádiz citizenship regime, and the restoration of monarchical
rule in Mexico.

This article analyzes Tiburcio Campe’s El Español as a brief yet concerted effort by
exiled Spanish liberals in New Orleans that drew on the Cádiz constitutional
experiment to demand the return of imperial constitutionalism and the
overthrow of the Mexican republican project that emphasized the antagonism
between Spaniards and Americanos. The article has two arguments. First, I
claim that personal experiences of trauma associated with the rise of
exclusionary policies within the new republics led exiled Spanish liberals, such
as Campe, to revive ideas of imperial legitimacy. In brief, Spanish liberals’
frustrations with the Mexican Republic and their exile to New Orleans
transformed them into advocates of empire. Second, I state that exile in the
United States encouraged émigrés to participate in a transatlantic
Hispanophone public sphere, facilitating unexpected alliances with Spanish

1. Variedades, El Español (New Orleans), July 3, 1830, 2. Italics in the original. All subsequent references to El
Español are to the New Orleans publication.
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officials in North America, the Caribbean, and Spain.2 In the late 1820s, the
interests of Spanish liberal exiles in New Orleans and the absolutist imperial
government coincided, as both groups aimed to promote Spanish patriotism,
collect information from the new republics, and defend pro-monarchical
endeavors. Thus, mirroring the time of the Haitian Revolution, exiles turned
the United States into a hub where they could discuss the fate of the
revolutions, plans of monarchical reconquest, and models of imperial rule.3

As a historical resource, El Español provides a privileged window into US-based
exiles’ calls to reestablish monarchical rule in the late 1820s.4 An in-depth
reading of this newspaper shows how the experience of exile in the United
States affected Spanish liberals who had put their hopes in the republics, only
to see their aspirations crushed by growing anti-Spanish sentiment. The case of
Mexico was paradigmatic. Other republics decreed expulsion laws, as Colombia
did in 1823, but Mexico had declared its independence on the promise of the
union between Spaniards and Americanos. These promises inspired Spanish
liberals such as Campe to believe that Mexico could be an “asylum that [would]
save them from misery” and a place where Spaniards who supported
independence had guarantees to be part of the political nation.5 Therefore,
disappointment with the republic, following on their expulsion and subsequent
exile in the United States, turned Spanish liberal émigrés into monarchists once
again. Thus, as soon as they arrived in the United States, Campe and other
émigrés allied with Spanish consuls and authorities to give voice to what Rafael
Rojas has called a feeling of “republican melancholy,” a deep sense of

2. Raúl Coronado defines the transatlantic Hispanophone public sphere as one that encompassed the Hispanic
globe. Raúl Coronado, A World Not to Come: A History of Latino Writing and Print Culture (Cambridge: Harvard
University Press, 2013), 175.

3. See James Alexander Dun, Dangerous Neighbors: Making the Haitian Revolution in Early America, Early
American Studies (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2016); Ashli White, Encountering Revolution: Haiti
and the Making of the Early Republic (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2010); Jan C. Jansen, “American
Indians for Saint-Domingue?: Exile, Violence, and Imperial Geopolitics after the French and Haitian Revolutions,”
French Historical Studies 45:1 (February 1, 2022): 49–86.

4. El Español was not the only publication dedicated to informing Spanish communities in the United States. El
Redactor de Nueva York (1827-31) and El Mercurio de Nueva York (1828-33) also did it. Juan José Lerena, a Spanish
liberal exiled from the Peninsula who had served in the Spanish navy during the Spanish American revolutions, edited
El Redactor until January 10, 1829, when the Sociedad Española took over. This newspaper became an instrument of
the Spanish consulate in New York, which fiercely sought to delegitimize the new republics. Meanwhile, El Mercurio
was primarily devoted to providing news for the Spanish merchant community in New York. On Lerena’s role as
editor, see El Redactor (New York), January 10, 1829, 1. On Lerena’s service on the Spanish army, see Giles Mulignet,
Lerena, ese ignorado pionero de las comunicaciones (Madrid: Colegio Oficial y Asociación Española de Ingeniería de
Telecomunicación, 2008), 17–22. On the New York Spanish consulate’s influence on El Redactor, see Mar Vilar, La
prensa en los orígenes de la enseñanza del español en los Estados Unidos (1823–1833), (Murcia: Universidad de Murcia,
1996), 66–79. On El Mercurio’s objective, see El Mercurio de Nueva York, November 7, 1829, 1. On its relationship
with the Spanish merchant community in New York, see Vilar, La prensa en los orígenes de la enseñanza del español,
123–155.

5. Variedades, El Español, April 21, 1829, 2.
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dissatisfaction among those frustrated with the crises of republics such as
Colombia and Mexico in the late 1820s.6

Likewise, analyzing El Español illuminates how the debates regarding political and
racial equality shaped the political agenda of émigrés. The newspaper reveals that
discussions concerning these issues revolved around two opposing poles: equality
of all people born on American soil regardless of race, and equality for white
people irrespective of birthplace. The Mexican Republic’s instigation of ethnic
conflict against the Spaniards, and its promotion of abolitionist policies in
Mexico and the Caribbean were pivotal drivers of Campe’s pro-monarchical
stance. Campe’s vision of empire mirrored Cádiz’s definition of citizenship,
which secured equality for Spaniards, Spanish Americans, and indigenous
people. Moreover, Campe advocated for the equal application of the law,
criticizing the Mexican Republic for exempting Texas from antislavery laws. At
the same time, Campe embodied the limits of Spanish imperial
constitutionalism. Looking to preserve slavery and racial hierarchies, he
contradicted his own calls for equality, proposing to limit the franchise for
pardos and suggesting measures modeled on policies restricting free Blacks’
movement within the southern United States. In doing so, Campe embraced a
model of imperial constitutionalism that sought to safeguard Spaniards’
political and racial preeminence and at the same time stop the advancement of
antislavery sentiment and slave revolts in the Caribbean.7

Examining publications such as El Español and the trajectory of émigrés such as
Campe contributes to the study of exile politics in Latin America.
Historiography has shown that exiles played a crucial role from afar in their
own countries’ politics after the Spanish American revolutions by crafting
discourses of national identity and developing political relationships with their
host countries’ governments.8 Additionally, Edward Blumenthal and Romy

6. Rafael Rojas, Las repúblicas de aire: utopía y desencanto en la revolución de Hispanoamérica (Madrid: Santillana
Ediciones Generales, 2009), 319–359.

7. On the political limits of the Spanish liberal project after the Spanish imperial crisis, see Josep M. Fradera,
“Include and Rule: The Limits of Liberal Colonial Policy, 1810–1837,” in Connections after Colonialism: Europe and
Latin America in the 1820s, Matthew Brown and Gabriel Paquette, eds. (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press,
2013), 64–86. On how the fear of slave revolts and the specter of Haiti shaped Hispanic liberalism’s perspectives
regarding slavery throughout the nineteenth century, see Rafael Rojas, “La esclavitud liberal. Liberalismo y
abolicionismo en el Caribe hispano,” Secuencia 86 (2013): 29–52.

8. Mario Sznajder and Luis Roniger, The Politics of Exile in Latin America (New York: Cambridge University Press,
2009); Edward Blumenthal, Exile and Nation-State Formation in Argentina and Chile, 1810–1862 (Cham, Switzerland:
Palgrave Macmillan, 2019); Edward Blumenthal, “Publishing, Professionalization and the Practice of Exile in Chile,”
in Exile and the Circulation of Political Practices, Catherine Brice, ed. (Newcastle: Cambridge Scholars Publishing,
2020), 104–120; Edward Blumenthal, “Lavalle’s Remains: The Political Uses of the Body in Exile and Return,”
Hispanic American Historical Review 97:3 (August 1, 2017): 387–421; Romy Sánchez, “Specific Ways of Speaking
Out From Exile: The Case of Cuban Separatists Abroad, 1840-1880,” in Exile and the Circulation of Political Practices,
Catherine Brice, ed., 62–75; Dalia Antonia Muller, Cuban Émigrés and Independence in the Nineteenth-Century Gulf
World (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2017); Alexis Medina, “La contrarrevolución en el exilio:
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Sánchez have pointed out that studying exile politics allows us to understand the
consolidation of state formation and political belonging within the new
nation-states and the remaining empires throughout the Americas.9 Within this
field of publications, El Español provides a particular case that allows us to enter
into exiles’ experiences and worldviews. Exiles such as Campe added to the
relegitimization of imperial rule in the Americas precisely because they had
experienced forced deracination from the new republics. Instead of seeking to
participate in Mexico’s politics by crafting discourses of republican national
belonging, these exiles sought to recover liberal conceptions of imperial
citizenship to criticize the republic’s exclusionary policies and promote a solid
sense of Spanish patriotism.

This article also illuminates the role of exiles in expanding counterrevolutionaries’
range of action in the Atlantic World. The Age of Revolutions turned political
migration into a mass phenomenon, creating a generational zeitgeist in which
revolutionaries and royalists traveled abroad to escape retaliation and
build support for their causes.10 Historians have examined how exiled
revolutionary writers founded communities and promoted insurgent causes in
the transatlantic public sphere in such cities as Philadelphia, New York, New
Orleans, London, Bordeaux, and Paris, among others.11 These communities

clérigos y conservadores ecuatorianos en Pasto en los primeros años de la Revolución liberal ecuatoriana, 1895–1902,”
Estudios Interdisciplinarios de América Latina y el Caribe 32:2 (December 31, 2021): 150–173.

9. Edward Blumenthal and Romy Sánchez, “Towards a History of Latin American Exile in the Nineteenth
Century. Introduction,” Estudios Interdisciplinarios de América Latina y El Caribe 32:2 (2021): 7–21. On how royalists
began to craft discourses of political belonging in Spanish America, see Sarah C. Chambers, “¿Emigrar o no emigrar?
Las peregrinaciones e identidades de los realistas dentro y fuera de Chile durante y después de la independencia,” in
Una nueva mirada a las Independencias, Scarlett O’Phelan, ed. (Lima: Instituto Francés de Estudios Andinos; Fondo
Editorial PUCP, 2021), 325–350; and Sarah C. Chambers, “Expatriados en la madre patria: el estado de limbo de los
emigrados realistas en el imperio español, 1790–1830,” Estudios Interdisciplinarios de América Latina y el Caribe 32:2
(2021): 48–73. See also Scarlett O’Phelan, “Con la mira puesta en el Perú: exiliados peninsulares en Río de Janeiro y
sus expectativas políticas, 1821–1825,” in El ocaso del antiguo régimen en los imperios ibéricos, Scarlett O’Phelan and
Margarita Eva Rodríguez García, eds. (Lima: Fondo Editorial de la PUCP y CHAM Centro de Humanidades U
Nova, 2017), 101–123; Nicolás Alejandro González Quintero, “The Monarchical Caribbean: Tomás Wood, Exiles,
and Royalist Strongholds during the Spanish American Independence Wars,” World History Connected 16:1 (2019),
https://worldhistoryconnected.press.uillinois.edu/16.1/forum_quintero.html, accessed August 3, 2023.

10. Jan C. Jansen, “Flucht und Exil im Zeitalter der Revolutionen: Perspektiven einer atlantischen
Flüchtlingsgeschichte (1770er – 1820er Jahre),” Geschichte und Gesellschaft 44:4 (2018): 495–525; Jan C. Jansen,
“Aliens in a Revolutionary World: Refugees, Migration Control and Subjecthood in the British Atlantic, 1790s–
1820s,” Past & Present 255:1 (2022): 189–231; Friedemann Pestel, “The Age of Emigrations: French Émigrés and
Global Entanglements of Political Exile,” in French Emigrants in Revolutionized Europe, Laure Philip and Juliette
Reboul, eds. (Cham: Palgrave Macmillan, 2019), 205–231.

11. Kirsten Silva Gruesz, Ambassadors of Culture: The Transamerican Origins of Latino Writing (Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 2002); Rojas, Las repúblicas de aire; Coronado, A World Not to Come; Rodrigo Lazo,
Writing to Cuba: Filibustering and Cuban Exiles in the United States (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press,
2005); Rafe Blaufarb, Bonapartists in the Borderlands: French Exiles and Refugees on the Gulf Coast, 1815–1835
(Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 2005); François Furstenberg, When the United States Spoke French: Five
Refugees Who Shaped a Nation (New York: Penguin Books, 2015); Rodrigo Lazo, Letters from Filadelfia: Early Latino
Literature and the Trans-American Elite (Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2020); Caitlin Fitz, Our Sister
Republics: The United States in an Age of American Revolutions (New York: Liveright, 2016); Vanessa Mongey, Rogue
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shaped notions of identity associated with their places of origin and their
relationships with other Spanish speakers in their host societies and abroad.

However, the role of monarchical advocates in the Atlantic World, and especially
within theUnited States, has been relatively less examined. Simeon Simeonov and
Tyson Reeder have analyzed how Spanish and Portuguese diplomats sought to
establish alliances with United States’ authorities in efforts to sustain imperial
sovereignty in the Americas.12 This article adds to these two historiographies
by revealing how the arrival of Campe and other exiles opened a path to
establishing new connections among Spanish-speaking communities, imperial
authorities in Madrid and Havana, and Spanish representatives in the United
States. Through these alliances, exiles propagated their message against
republican exclusionary policies in the transatlantic Hispanophone public
sphere, revealing that the United States was an arena where revolutionaries and
royalists could envision republican and imperial endeavors.

Last, studying the actions of exiles such as Campe allows us to understand the
persistence of pro-monarchical discourses in the Atlantic World after the defeat
of royalist troops in Spanish America. Pro-monarchical publications in the
United States have been most often labeled as propaganda without exploring
the novelty and gradations of the political ideas expressed in depth.13 However,
historians such as Tomás Straka and Alexander Chaparro have emphasized the
necessity of exploring pro-monarchical publications on their own terms.14

Revolutionaries: The Fight for Legitimacy in the Greater Caribbean (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2020);
Karen Racine, “Nature and Mother: Foreign Residence and the Evolution of Andrés Bello’s American Identity, London,
1810–1829,” in Strange Pilgrimages: Exile, Travel, and National Identity in Latin America, 1800–1990s, Ingrid Elizabeth
Fey and Karen Racine, eds. (Wilmington, DE: Scholarly Resources, 2000), 3–22; Karen Racine, “‘This England and This
Now’: British Cultural and Intellectual Influence in the Spanish American Independence Era,” Hispanic American
Historical Review 90:3 (2010): 423–454; Karen Racine, “Newsprint Nations: Spanish American Publishing in
London, 1808–1827,” in The Foreign Political Press in Nineteenth-Century London: Politics from a Distance, Constance
Bantman and Ana Cláudia Suriani da Silva, eds. (London: Bloomsbury, 2018), 15–32.

12. Simeon Andonov Simeonov, “‘With What Right Are They Sending a Consul?’: Unauthorized Consulship,
U.S. Expansion, and the Transformation of the Spanish American Empire, 1795–1808,” Journal of the Early Republic
40:1 (2020): 19-44; Simeon Andonov Simeonov, “‘Insurgentes, Self-Styled Patriots’: Consuls, Privateers, Slavers, and
Mariners in the Making of the Privateering Archipelago,” Journal of Global Slavery 5:3 (2020): 291–321; Tyson
Reeder, “‘Sovereign Lords’ and ‘Dependent Administrators’: Artigan Privateers, Atlantic Borderwaters, and State
Building in the Early Nineteenth Century,” Journal of American History 103:2 (2016): 323–346.

13. For instance, Vilar states that Campe was a reactionary author, dismissing entirely the complexity and the
influences of his political beliefs. See Vilar, La prensa en los orígenes de la enseñanza del español, 193–202; and Harold
Sims, La reconquista de México: la historia de los atentados españoles, 1821–1830 (Mexico City: Fondo de Cultura
Económica, 1984).

14. Tomás Straka, La voz de los vencidos: ideas del partido realista de Caracas, 1810–1821 (Caracas: Comisión de
Estudios de Postgrado, Facultad de Humanidades y Educación, Universidad Central de Venezuela, 2000); Alexander
Chaparro Silva, “‘Todas las cosas tienen su tiempo’: temporalidad e historia durante la restauración monárquica en la
Tierra Firme (1814–1819),” Anuario Colombiano de Historia Social y de la Cultura 45:2 (2018): 205–231; Francisco
A. Ortega and Alexander Chaparro Silva, “El nacimiento de la opinión pública en la Nueva Granada, 1785–1830,” in
Disfraz y pluma de todos: opinión pública y cultura política, siglos XVIII y XIX, Francisco A. Ortega and Alexander
Chaparro Silva, eds. (Bogotá: Universidad Nacional de Colombia/Universidad de Helsinki, 2012), 37–126.

542 NICOLÁS ALEJANDRO GONZÁLEZ QUINTERO

https://doi.org/10.1017/tam.2023.63 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/tam.2023.63


Throughout the Spanish American revolutions, royalist authors published
newspapers to legitimize and defend an order under threat.15

However, pro-monarchical publications were not monolithic. Spanish liberal
exiles also published widely in diverse locales such as London and Paris to
defend the constitutional cause, playing a crucial role in promoting liberalism
and forming political networks across the Atlantic World.16 Furthermore,
traumatic experiences of exile led some Spanish liberals to collaborate with
the Spanish American cause.17 Nevertheless, analyzing El Español exposes
how exiled Spanish liberals began to team up again with imperial authorities
in the late 1820s. While exile from Spain motivated some Spanish liberals to
join the revolutionaries, expulsion from the new republics encouraged others
to reimagine their understandings of Spanish imperial history and to
promote the empire as the only guarantor of political stability and racial
hierarchies.

This article has four parts. The first part explains developments in Mexico that
led to the expulsion of Campe and thousands of other Spaniards. It delves into
how discussions regarding political equality shaped revolutionary and
post-revolutionary New Spain. The second part focuses on how the United
States became an arena of transatlantic political combat for exiles,
highlighting the importance of émigrés in New Orleans, Campe’s alliances
with Spanish authorities, and the newspaper’s reception in diverse locales in
the Atlantic World. The third part explores the ideas of El Español. The
dissolution of the pacts that granted political equality to Spaniards and
Americanos in Mexico inspired El Español to urge revival of the Cádiz
imperial constitutional project. Campe’s project of empire contained its own
limits and contradictions, however, and these are the subject of the fourth
section. El Español’s reaction to Mexican abolitionism and the political
alliances between Haiti and the Mexican Republic underscores how Spanish
liberalism nevertheless maintained slavery and white supremacy as a critical
component of Spanish imperial rule.

15. Alexander Chaparro Silva, Las armas y las letras: la reinvención de la legitimidad del orden monárquico en la Tierra
Firme durante el momento absolutista, 1814–1819 (Master’s thesis: Bogotá, Universidad Nacional de Colombia, 2017).

16. Juan Luis Simal, Emigrados: España y el exilio internacional, 1814–1834 (Madrid: Centro de Estudios Políticos y
Constitucionales, 2012). Maurizio Isabella shows how Italian liberal exiles built international networks to support their
cause. See Maurizio Isabella, Risorgimento in Exile: Italian Émigrés and the Liberal International in the Post-Napoleonic Era
(Oxford; New York: Oxford University Press, 2015).

17. Juan Luis Simal, “Crisis imperial y de identidad: liberales españoles en el exilio (1810–1833),” in Exils entre les
deux mondes. Migrations et espaces politiques atlantiques au XIXe siècle, Delphine Diaz et al., eds. (Mordelles: Éditions Les
Perséides, 2015), 83.
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POLITICAL EQUALITY AND THE EXPULSION OF SPANIARDS
FROM THE MEXICAN REPUBLIC

Before he traveled to Mexico, Tiburcio Campe had a prolific career as a political
writer and publisher within the Spanish monarchy’s territories. He began his
career as an editor in Cádiz, where he published the newspaper Duende de los
Cafés in 1813.18 After 1814, Campe traveled to Cuba, probably running from
absolutists’ retaliations.19 In Havana he acquired a printing press, resuming his
journalistic efforts during Spain’s Trienio Liberal (1820-23). He published the
newspapers El Esquife Arranchador, Redactor General, and El Español Libre, in
which Campe accused Cuban authorities of insufficiently defending the
constitution.20 Campe’s fate changed once again after the Trienio. Facing
persecution from absolutist authorities, he abandoned Cuba in 1824 and
headed for Mexico. He had several reasons. First, he believed that he would
find asylum in Mexico. Second, Mexico was a Spanish-speaking country. Last,
he thought that Mexican rulers would not be interested in persecuting him or
other Spanish liberals.21

Campe had good reasons for his expectations. In 1821, Mexico had declared its
independence from Spain after the restoration of the 1812 Cádiz Constitution
created many uncertainties within New Spain’s population. The Cádiz charter
granted citizenship to male Spaniards, Spanish Americans, and indigenous
people but preserved slavery and limited citizenship for free Blacks.22 Insurgent
leaders such as Vicente Guerrero, a pardo officer, and Guadalupe Victoria were
opposed to the constitutional’s racial hierarchy, especially since many of their

18. He co-edited the newspaper with Jacinto María López. The Inquisition ordered the collection of the
newspaper’s editions after the fall of the constitutional regime. Alberto Gil Novales, Prensa, guerra y revolución: los
periódicos españoles durante la Guerra de la Independencia, 1808–1814 (Madrid: Consejo Superior de Investigaciones
Científicas, 2009), 106–107.

19. For the persecution of Spanish liberals after Ferdinand’s restoration in 1814, see Simal, Emigrados, 74–90.
Liberals were not the only ones running away from absolutists’ retaliations. The Afrancesados—supporters of
Napoleón’s brother Joseph, who ruled Spain between 1808 and 1813—also left the Peninsula after Ferdinand’s return.
Juan Antonio Llorente, a priest from Aragón, was one of them. He became an Inquisition official in the late 1780s
and swore allegiance to Joseph as soon as he became king. After Ferdinand’s return, Llorente traveled to Paris, where
he joined the community of exiles in the city and established contacts with Spanish liberals. There, he wrote an
influential history of the Inquisition in 1817. Later, Llorente devoted his work to reflections on the relationship
between republicanism and Catholicism in Spanish America. His pieces were well known in the Americas, especially in
Mexico. See Henry Kamen, The Disinherited: The Exiles Who Created Spanish Culture (London: Penguin Books,
2007), 180–184; Nancy Vogeley, “Llorente’s Readers in the Americas,” Proceedings of the American Antiquarian Society
116:2 (October 2006): 375–393.

20. Simal, Emigrados, 235; Larry R. Jensen, Children of Colonial Despotism: Press, Politics, and Culture in Cuba,
1790–1840 (Tampa: University Press of Florida, 1988), 86–89.

21. Variedades, El Español, April 21, 1829, 2.
22. John Charles Chasteen, Americanos: Latin America’s Struggle for Independence, (Oxford: Oxford University

Press, 2008), 74; Josep M. Fradera, Imperial Nation: Ruling Citizens and Subjects in the British, French, Spanish, and
American Empires (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2018), 69.
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troops were pardos and indigenous people.23 Furthermore, the Cortes’
opposition to granting home rule to New Spain discouraged Novohispanic
elites from supporting the charter.24 Last, liberals’ anticlerical stance caused
concern among priests and even royalists who believed that Mexico’s allegiance
to Catholicism was an essential aspect of the nation.25

Aware of these concerns, Agustín de Iturbide, a creole colonel from the royal
armies, decided to negotiate with both sides. He formed the Trigarante Army
with Guerrero and other revolutionary leaders to entrench the three
guarantees.26 Iturbide believed the Cádiz Constitution was unsuitable for
Mexico and urged New Spain to constitute itself into a nation, declare
independence, and temporarily accept the charter while drafting a new
constitution.27 The Plan de Iguala and the Treaty of Córdova would pave the
way for the founding of a constitutional monarchy based on the ideals of
independence, union between Spaniards and Americanos regardless of their
origin, and the defense of the Catholic religion.28

It seemed at the time that Mexico could become a territory where Spaniards and
Americanos could exist under the aegis of a constitutional government. Spaniards
had many reasons to stay. Many of them were deeply engaged in New Spain’s
economic and political affairs, with some of them even extending loans to the
emerging Mexican state.29 Furthermore, Guerrero and Iturbide promised the
Spaniards that they would respect their properties and lives, while the Plan de
Iguala and the Treaty of Córdoba offered them recognition as part of the
political nation on condition they swear loyalty to the new Mexican

23. Moisés Guzmán Pérez, “El Movimiento Trigarante y el fin de la guerra en Nueva España (1821),” Anuario
Colombiano de Historia Social y de la Cultura 41:2 (July 2014): 6.

24. Jaime E. Rodríguez O., “We are Now the True Spaniards”: Sovereignty, Revolution, Independence, and the
Emergence of the Federal Republic of Mexico, 1808–1824 (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2012), 4.

25. On how the declaration of the Cádiz Constitution inspired the creation of counterrevolutionary calls for
independence in Mexico, see Josep Escrig Rosa, “La utopía contrarrevolucionaria de una América sin revolución
(México, 1820–1823),” Pasado y Memoria. Revista de Historia Contemporánea 23 (2021): 64–90; and Josep Escrig
Rosa, “Contrarrevolución e independencias en Iberoamérica (1820–1823),” Ayer. Revista de Historia Contemporánea
126:2 (2022): 133–157.

26. On the actions of the Trigarante army and its influence on Mexican independence, see Rodrigo Moreno
Gutiérrez, La Trigarancia. Fuerzas armadas en la consumación de la independencia. Nueva España, 1820–1821 (Mexico
City: Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México; Fideicomiso Felipe Teixidor and Monserrat Alfau de Teixidor, 2016).

27. José María Portillo Valdés, Crisis atlántica: autonomía e independencia en la crisis de la monarquía hispana
(Madrid: Fundación Carolina Centro de Estudios Hispánicos e Iberoamericanos: Marcial Pons Historia, 2006), 172;
Jaime del Arenal Fenochio, “El significado de la Constitución en el programa político de Agustín de Iturbide, 1821–
1824,” Historia Mexicana 189:48 (July 1998): 37–70; Jaime del Arenal Fenochio, “Una independencia dentro de un
orden constitucional: México, 1821,” Korpus 21 (2021): 491–500.

28. Jaime del Arenal Fenochio, “El Plan de Iguala como ley fundamental del estado mexicano independiente,”
Cuadernos Intercambio Sobre Centroamérica y El Caribe 19:1 (2021).

29. Romeo Flores Caballero, La Contrarrevolución en la independencia. Los españoles en la vida política, social y
económica de México (1804–1838) (Mexico City: El Colegio de México, 1973), 86.
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government.30 Although the Mexican constitutional monarchy fell in 1823, the
Mexican republican constitution of 1824 “was modeled on the Hispanic
Constitution of 1812.”31 This constitution proclaimed a federal, presidentialist,
and republican regime in which the states made decisions regarding issues of
citizenship and suffrage. In this respect, many state constitutions proclaimed
that people living in their territory were citizens.32

His hope renewed by these developments, Tiburcio Campe lived in Mexico
between 1824 and 1828, working as a merchant, a comic, a craftsman, and a
publisher.33 However, he did not set aside his Spanish patriotism. For instance,
he accompanied the troops who surrendered at the Castle of San Juan de Ulúa,
which was the last Spanish stronghold in Mexico.34 Despite this, Campe voted
with his feet—by staying. He had found asylum in Mexico, ”a country that
enthusiastically supports freedom and protects the wretched.”35

In subsequent years, anti-Spanish sentiment increased in Mexico, crushing
Spaniards’ hopes for equality and safety. Years of insurgent struggle against
royalist forces, calls to remove Spaniards from bureaucratic positions, and
Spain’s rejection of Mexico’s independence contributed to this sentiment.
Furthermore, the discovery of a conspiracy to restore Spanish monarchical rule
in 1827, and conflicts between two Masonic lodges, the Yorkinos and the
Escoceses, intensified the animosity against Spaniards.36 The Yorkinos promoted
the idea that Spaniards were enemies of the republic, while the Escoceses
defended their rights.37 Partisan competition boosted xenophobic discourses
and popular attacks against Spaniards, leading 12 states to proclaim expulsion
laws in 1827.38 Though the Mexican government at first opposed these
initiatives, it eventually declared a federal expulsion law in December of that

30. Erika Pani, “Saving the Nation through Exclusion: Alien Laws in the Early Republic in the United States and
Mexico,” The Americas 65:2 (2008): 225.

31. Rodríguez O., We are Now the True Spaniards, 332.
32. Rodríguez O., We are Now the True Spaniards, 333.
33. Al público, El Español, July 14, 1830, 2; Eugenio de Aviraneta e Ibargoyen,Mis memorias íntimas, 1825–1829

(Madrid: J. LVallejo, 1906), 26.
34. Al público, El Español, July 14, 1830, 3.
35. Al público, El Español, May 12, 1830, 3.
36. See Flores Caballero, La Contrarrevolución en la independencia, 84–116.
37. Erika Pani, “De coyotes y gallinas: Hispanidad, identidad nacional y comunidad política durante la expulsión

de españoles,” Revista de Indias 63:228 (2003): 359; María Eugenia Vázquez Semadeni, La formación de una cultura
política republicana: el debate público sobre la masonería, México, 1821–1830 (Mexico City: Universidad Nacional
Autónoma de México, 2010), 94.

38. Claudio Lomnitz, “Nationalism as a Practical System: Benedict Anderson’s Theory of Nationalism from the
Vantage Point of Spanish America,” in The Other Mirror: Grand Theory through the Lens of Latin America, Miguel
Angel Centeno and Fernando López-Alves, eds. (Princeton; Oxford: Princeton University Press, 2001), 350–351;
Pani, “De coyotes y gallinas,” 361. On Mexican political factions’ growing interest in printing during the 1820s, see
Corinna Zeltsman, Ink under the Fingernails: Printing Politics in Nineteenth-Century Mexico (Oakland: University of
California Press, 2021), 50–80.
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year, with exceptions for men deemed helpful to the nation, married to Mexican
women or parents of Mexican children, or who had fought for independence.39

The situation deteriorated even further after Guerrero, supported by radical Yorkinos,
overthrew the elected government of Manuel Gómez Perlaza.40 Guerrero’s rise to
power intensified the Yorkinos’ attacks on Spaniards, leading to the proclamation
of a new, much stronger expulsion law in March of 1829. This law exempted only
those who could prove they were too sick or too old to travel.41 Thus, at least
7,148 Spaniards abandoned the country.42 They fled to Cuba, Spain, and France,
among other places, and at least 1,468 arrived in New Orleans.43 Tiburcio Campe
was one of those who left, made distraught by the “barbarous everyday insults that
the mobs uttered against Spaniards.”44 He abandoned the country on the ship
Hiperión with three Franciscan friars and 29 others on January 1, 1828, just a few
days after the proclamation of the first expulsion law.45

The expulsion of the Spaniards increased the friction between Mexico and Spain,
where Ferdinand VII had consolidated a stable government. He implemented
repressive policies, negotiated with moderate and radical royalist groups, and
formulated a series of reforms aimed at reorganizing the state, liberalizing the
economy, and encouraging private investment and speculation.46 As it sought
to restore its national honor, Spain’s interest in reconquering Mexico acquired a
new impetus. After receiving Great Britain’s blessing, the Spanish crown
decided to launch an expedition to retake Mexico in October of 1828.47

Furthermore, pressure from exiles in Cuba, France, and Spain helped convince
imperial authorities of the feasibility of this operation.

On July 27, 1829, Spain launched an expedition of 3,000 men fromHavana that
arrived at the Mexican port of Tampico. The campaign failed miserably. Mexican
factions united to defend the republic, while yellow fever decimated the Spanish

39. Erika Pani, “Saving the Nation through Exclusion,” 238. On how the arrival of refugees sparked discussions
regarding citizenship and subjecthood in the British Atlantic, see Kit Candlin, “The Expansion of the Idea of the
Refugee in the Early-Nineteenth-Century Atlantic World,” Slavery & Abolition 30:4 (2009): 521–544; and Jansen,
“Aliens in a Revolutionary World.”

40. Will Fowler, Mexico in the Age of Proposals, 1821–1853 (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1998), 19–20.
41. Pani, “Saving the Nation through Exclusion,” 238.
42. Jesús Ruiz de Gordejuela Urquijo, La expulsión de los españoles deMéxico y su destino incierto, 1821–1836 (Seville;

Madrid; Diputación de Sevilla, Universidad de Sevilla/CSIC-Escuela de Estudios Hispano-Americanos, 2006), 95.
43. Ruiz de Gordejuela Urquijo, La expulsión de los españoles, 117.
44. Al público, El Español, July 14, 1830, 2.
45. El Sol (Mexico City), January 11, 1820, 3.
46. Álvaro París, “La década ominosa ante el Bicentenario,”HISPANIANOVA (Segunda Época) 21 (2023): 394–432;

Jean-Philippe Luis, “La década ominosa (1823–1833), una etapa desconocida en la construcción de la España
contemporánea,” Ayer 41 (2001): 85–117.

47. Andrea Rodríguez Tapia, “España sin América: política y diplomacia frente a la secesión de los territorios
americanos, 1823–1833” (PhD diss.: El Colegio de México, 2018), 156–160; Harold Sims, The Expulsion of Mexico’s
Spaniards, 1821–1836, (Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 1990), 140.
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troops, forcing them to surrender on September 12.48 The failed expedition
caused unexpected political developments within Mexico. Taking advantage of
national fervor and the extraordinary powers granted by the Mexican congress
to deal with the Spanish expedition, Guerrero abolished slavery on September
15, 1829.49 Nevertheless, he excluded Texas to protect the interests of Anglo
settlers who had established cotton plantations there.50 The exemption did not
calm Guerrero’s critics: his decisions to abolish slavery, declare the
nationalization of selected property to decrease the federal government’s debts,
and introduce a direct tax on the states to finance the army motivated moderate
factions and local officers to rebel against him.51 Thus, revolts erupted across
the country, forcing Guerrero to resign in December of 1829.

The Spanish crown followed the situation in detail. Despite the Tampico fiasco,
Ferdinand VII still hoped to recover Mexico and other territories, such as
Spanish Santo Domingo.52 However, Mexico countered by offering Haiti a
diplomatic alliance to dissuade Spain from attempting a reconquest and to
convince Spain to abandon its hopes of retaking Santo Domingo.53 These
events created political tensions that focused the attention of Spanish
representatives and exiles in New Orleans, who began to fear that Mexico
would promote the abolition of slavery and the expulsion of Spaniards
throughout the Caribbean. These were the topics that dominated the
discussions of Campe and other Spanish exiles in the United States.

POLITICAL COMBAT IN ATRANSNATIONAL ARENA

From the beginning of the Spanish American revolutions, insurgents and royalists
had considered the United States a critical arena for the success of their respective
causes. Cities such as Philadelphia, New York, and New Orleans became
publishing centers for Spanish and Spanish American diplomats, exiles, and
political refugees.54 They used the freedom of the press to advance their agendas
and support their political allies in their homelands.55 The idea of a hemispheric

48. For a detailed account of the expedition, see Sims, The Expulsion, 139–159.
49. Andrew J. Torget, Seeds of Empire: Cotton, Slavery, and the Transformation of the Texas Borderlands, 1800–1850

(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2015), 144.
50. Torget, Seeds of Empire, 150.
51. Torget, Seeds of Empire, 149.
52. Frank Moya Pons, La dominación haitiana, 1822–1844 (Santiago, Dominican Republic: Universidad Católica

Madre y Maestra, 1978), 84.
53. Josefina Zoraida Vázquez, México, Gran Bretaña y otros países (1821–1846) (Mexico City: El Colegio de

México, 2010), 84.
54. Nicolás Kanellos and Helvetia Martell,Hispanic Periodicals in the United States, Origins to 1960: A Brief History

and Comprehensive Bibliography (Houston: Arte Público Press, 2000), 6.
55. On how Spanish American diplomats promoted the recognition of the new republics and the immigration of

white Americans to Spanish America, see Ernesto Bassi, “The ‘Franklins of Colombia’: Immigration Schemes and
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American community inspired part of the American public to support the Spanish
American insurgent cause in the first decade of the revolutions.56 Meanwhile, the
US administrations saw Latin American independence as an opportunity to
annex Spanish territories such as Florida and Texas.57

The situation shifted after 1822 when theUnited States, under the administration
of President James Monroe, formally recognized Spanish American
independence. The egalitarian rhetoric and antislavery stances of the new
Spanish American republics, the rising authoritarianism of the Mexican and
Colombian governments, and the political and financial proximity of the new
Spanish American states to Great Britain alarmed US politicians and public
opinion.58 By the late 1820s, American public opinion had transformed again,
into a battlefield between the defenders of the Spanish American republics and
pro-royalist authors seeking to convince transnational publics of the ongoing
wrongdoings of their former colonies.

NewOrleans became one of the epicenters of this struggle. Since its foundation in
1718, NewOrleans had been a Caribbean port city, conceived to serve as a trading
entrepôt for the French pro-slavery colonial enterprise in Louisiana and
Saint-Domingue.59 Racial prejudice had informed the city’s social institutions
since its onset, a situation that did not change with the increasing number of
free Blacks and enslaved populations during the time that Louisiana was under
Spanish dominion (1763–1802).60 New Orleans’ importance increased
exponentially after the Louisiana Purchase in 1803. Its population grew from
about 8,000 in 1803 to 27,000 in 1820; at least one-third of this populace
were enslaved people.61 This population increase transformed New Orleans
into the most important American port in the Gulf region, the largest slave
market in North America, and a metropolis that served as a bridge between the
growing US empire and the Atlantic World.62

Hemispheric Solidarity in the Making of a Civilised Colombian Nation,” Journal of Latin American Studies 50:3 (2018):
673-701.

56. Caitlin A. Fitz, “The Hemispheric Dimensions of Early U.S. Nationalism: The War of 1812, Its Aftermath,
and Spanish American Independence,” Journal of American History 102:2 (2015): 356–379.

57. Rafe Blaufarb, “The Western Question: The Geopolitics of Latin American Independence,” American
Historical Review 112:3 (2007): 750–752.

58. Fitz, Our Sister Republics, 194–239; Jay Sexton, “An American System: The North American Union and Latin
America in the 1820s,” in Connections after Colonialism: Europe and Latin America in the 1820s, Matthew Brown and
Gabriel Paquette, eds. (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 2013), 151–155.

59. Cécile Vidal, Caribbean New Orleans: Empire, Race, and the Making of a Slave Society (Williamsburg; Chapel
Hill: Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture/University of North Carolina Press, 2019), 5.

60. Vidal, Caribbean New Orleans, 5.
61. Rashauna Johnson, Slavery’s Metropolis: Unfree Labor in New Orleans During the Age of Revolutions (New York:

Cambridge University Press, 2016), 1–2.
62. R. Johnson, Slavery’s Metropolis, 16; Walter Johnson, River of Dark Dreams: Slavery and Empire in the Cotton

Kingdom (Cambridge: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2013), 2.
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During the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, New Orleans became a
haven for émigrés and refugees. Between 1791 and 1815, almost 20,000 refugees
from Saint-Domingue landed in New Orleans and its hinterland.63 Most of this
population arrived in 1809 after Spanish authorities expelled Saint-Domingue’s
refugees from Cuba following Napoleon’s invasion of the Iberian Peninsula. As a
result, between 9,000 and 10,000 refugees, including whites, free people of
color, and enslaved people, landed in New Orleans, a multiracial influx that
almost doubled the city’s population.64 The newcomers played a key role in the
city. White refugees helped to expand slavery in Louisiana by convincing
American authorities to permit the admission of slaves, despite federal
prohibitions.65 Meanwhile, the arrival of free people of color as refugees doubled
that population’s numbers in the community, bringing in resources as well as
political and military experience.66 However, it is probable that thousands of free
blackmen andwomen suffered re-enslavement after they arrived inNewOrleans.67

The arrival of refugee communities consolidated the city’s position as a polyglot
metropolis in which émigrés could contribute to transatlantic and local political
debates. For instance, refugees from Saint-Domingue founded the main
newspapers of the city, including Le Moniteur de la Louisiane, Le Télégraphe,
and Le Courrier de la Louisiane.68 However, they were not the only émigrés
who published. New Orleans’s strategic position and the presence of
Spanish-speaking populations also motivated émigrés from Spanish American
territories to seek refuge in the city.69 For example, the Spanish-Cuban Manuel
Ariza and the French-Dominican François Delaup, émigrés from
Saint-Domingue and later from Cuba, published El Telégrafo in 1825.70 The
growing number of émigrés led them to increase their publication efforts.

Before the US Civil War, Hispanic publishers had printed at least 63 journals.71

Tiburcio Campe was one of them. After leaving Mexico, he returned to Cuba.

63. Nathalie Dessens, From Saint-Domingue to NewOrleans:Migration and Influences (Gainesville: University Press
of Florida, 2007), 1.

64. Paul F. Lachance, “The 1809 Immigration of Saint-Domingue Refugees to New Orleans: Reception,
Integration and Impact,” Louisiana History: Journal of the Louisiana Historical Association 29:2 (1988): 109–141.

65. Ashli White, Encountering Revolution, 188–202.
66. White, Encountering Revolution, 182–185.
67. Rebecca J. Scott, “‘She . . . Refuses To Deliver Up Herself as the Slave of Your Petitioner’: Émigrés,

Enslavement, and the 1808 Louisiana Digest of the Civil Laws,” Tulane European and Civil Law Forum 24 (2009): 19.
See also Rebecca J. Scott, “Paper Thin: Freedom and Re-enslavement in the Diaspora of the Haitian Revolution,” Law
and History Review 29:4 (2011): 1061–1087; and Rebecca J. Scott and Jean M. Hébrard, Freedom Papers: An Atlantic
Odyssey in the Age of Emancipation (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2012), 65–82.

68. Dessens, From Saint-Domingue to New Orleans, 87.
69. Silva Gruesz, Ambassadors of Culture, 110.
70. Raymond R MacCurdy, A History and Bibliography of Spanish-Language Newspapers and Magazines in

Louisiana, 1808–1949 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1951), 11.
71. Silva Gruesz, Ambassadors of Culture, 111.
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Nevertheless, Spanish authorities imprisoned and banished him for his writings
during Spain’s Trienio Liberal. Campe then traveled to New Orleans, where
émigrés from Saint-Domingue, Cuba, and Tierra Firme had turned the city
into an epicenter for refugees and political exiles during the Spanish American
Revolutions.72

In spite of growing numbers, the economic situation of the Spanish exile
community in New Orleans was dire. Some Spaniards survived by founding
cafés, trading with Havana’s merchants, and working as doctors, musicians,
and teachers, among other occupations. Nevertheless, some of them
experienced multiple challenges. First, they and their families, some of whom
were born in Mexico, had to overcome the difficulties of establishing
themselves in a city where Spanish speakers were a minority, and they had to
do so with few resources. For instance, just one year after the expulsion of
Spaniards from Mexico in 1829, some Mexican politicians suggested that the
national government support the widows and orphans of Spanish exiles who
had died in New Orleans.73 They claimed that the children and many of the
widows were Mexicans and therefore deserved their compatriots’ assistance. To
compound their difficulties, Spanish authorities also hesitated to help them.
For some of these authorities, the expelled Spaniards were traitors, and their
entrance into any Spanish colony was to be forbidden. Meanwhile, others
alleged that exiles could be helpful because of their “resentment and their
knowledge” and because they could be a vivid example “of the Spanish
Americans’ false promises that had seduced many Spaniards.”74

Despite these doubts, Campe decided to defend the Spanish cause in New
Orleans. He saw no contradiction in collaborating with the Spanish absolutist
government, arguing that commerce and industry were recovering under
Ferdinand’s rule.75 Campe felt that his cooperation was a testimony to his
patriotism and his desire to defend “Spain and the Spaniards who had not
turned their backs on their homeland.”76 Probably, he was trying to earn an
income too. Campe began working for a printer, where he had access to
information regarding revolutionary advocates’ actions. He was especially
aware of Feliciano Montenegro, a Mexican agent and former colonel of the
Spanish army, who was printing proclamations warning the city’s

72. El Sol (Mexico City), August 22,1830, 595.
73. El Sol (Mexico City), 386, July 21, 1830, 1543.
74. Asistencia de los Secretarios del Despacho de Estado, de Hacienda, de Guerra y de Marina para tratar la

exposición del Capitán General de Cuba, Palacio Real, June 30, 1828, Archivo General de Indias [hereafter AGI],
Estado, 96, No. 129 (9), fol. 7r.

75. Al público, El Español, May 25, 1830, 3.
76. Al público, El Español, March 28, 1830, 4.
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Spanish-speaking community and the Mexican public about the crown’s plans to
invade Mexico.77

Campe shared this information with Antonio Argote, the Spanish consul in New
Orleans, but he did not stop there. He also printed a satirical proclamation in
which he accused Montenegro and the Mexican consul in New Orleans of
introducing “the division and exciting the mutual hate between Spaniards and
Mexicans that [were] suffering in exile.”78 His actions gained the attention of
Argote and Francisco Tacón, the Spanish representative in Philadelphia. Argote
told Tacón that Campe could be “useful to the royal service” because of his
“talent and readiness.” In addition, Argote emphasized that they would need to
reward Campe because “he was in need.”79

Campe had several specific aims: to establish a larger enterprise to serve the
Spanish exile community in New Orleans and Havana, to advocate for the
restoration of empire in Mexico through military means, and to criticize the
exclusion of Spaniards from the Mexican political nation. Therefore, in April of
1829, he founded El Español, a newspaper that became the chief platform for
promoting these aims. Campe did not think of his enterprise as a solitary
endeavor. Thus, he invited Francisco Tacón to collaborate. Tacón received
Campe’s invitation enthusiastically, telling Madrid authorities that Campe
sought to “publish a journal in Spanish to disturb the efforts of Montenegro,
Valle [the Mexican consul], and other stooges of the rebels.”80 Believing that
the publication of El Español could be valuable to the Spanish cause, Tacón
asked the Madrid authorities to pay six subscriptions for the newspaper.
Nevertheless, Manuel González Salmón, Spanish State Secretary, authorized the
payment of only one subscription. Despite this modest contribution, El Español
released 29 issues, appearing with a frequency of six times per month between
April and July of 1829.

Madrid’s miserly payment to support El Español illustrates the difficulties faced in
publishing the newspaper. The small number of subscribers, the epidemic of
yellow fever in the summer of 1829 that killed some of the publication’s
readers, and the decrease in commercial activity during that season obliged
Campe to suspend the journal for almost four months.81 However, Cuban
authorities helped to finance the newspaper’s second incarnation. Claiming that
El Español “[upheld] the Spanish cause against the falsehoods of the rebellious,”

77. Francisco Dionisio Vives to Secretaría de Estado, Havana, January 22, 1830, AGI, Estado, 94, No. 96, fol. 1v.
78. Cartas a Luis. Primera. Impresa en N. Orleans, Marzo 12 de 1829, AGI, Estado, 96, No. 138a, fol. 1r.
79. Francisco Tacón to Manuel González Salmón, Philadelphia, April 16, 1829, AGI, Estado, 96, No. 138, fol. 1v.
80. Francisco Tacón to Manuel González Salmón, Philadelphia, April 26, 1829, AGI, Estado, 96, No. 141, fol. 1r.
81. Despedida, El Español, August 26, 1829, 4.
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Francisco Dionisio Vives, Cuba’s captain general, ordered a monthly payment of
30 pesos to “protect” the publication.82 Thus, Campe resumed his work, bought a
printing press, and printed El Español eight times a month, and later 12 times a
month, producing 85 issues between December 1829 and August 1830. In its
14 months of publication, the newspaper ran 114 issues. Regardless of
financial difficulties, Campe built a fruitful alliance with imperial authorities,
producing many issues of the publication in a short period.

Campe was not the only exile involved in this editorial enterprise. Other exiles
such as José Antonio Roca Santi Pietri, the physician Víctor González, and
Manuel Velásquez de León wrote pieces for El Español. Others signed their
articles with pseudonyms. Such was the case of “Lavativa” and “Alesna.” The
newspaper also republished the works of authors who had written elsewhere to
criticize the expulsion of Spaniards from Mexico. Yet, Campe went even
further. He invited those who had suffered the “painful expatriation” to share
news and publish pieces in the newspaper.83 The expulsion of Spaniards and
their stories deepened exiles’ commitment to advancing an “indestructible
patriotism” within the Spanish community.84

The alliance between émigrés and Spanish authorities facilitated the distribution of
the Spanish exiles’ critiques of the Mexican republican project to transatlantic
audiences. El Español circulated in Spain, Mexico, New Orleans, and Cuba. Campe
himself helped to distribute the journal in New Orleans, selling single issues and
subscriptions in Spanish bookstores and coffee shops.85 Meanwhile, people in
cities such as Mobile (Alabama), New York, and Pensacola (Florida) subscribed to
the newspaper. El Español had subscription houses in Havana too. Furthermore,
Spanish consuls in the United States sent several newspaper numbers to Madrid.

El Español also circulated in Mexico. Mexican agents and consuls in New Orleans
probably sent some editions to Veracruz in some of the multiple vessels that
covered that route. Thus, the newspaper was not only a local enterprise in
which exiles in New Orleans condemned Mexico’s political situation. Its
transatlantic circulation reveals that the newspaper became a well-known voice
in the political debates created by the expulsion of Spaniards from Mexico.

82. Francisco Dionisio Vives to Conde de Villanueva, Havana, January 9, 1830, Archivo Nacional de Cuba
[hereafter ANC], Asuntos Políticos, 120, exp. 116.

83. Prospecto, El Español, April 6, 1829, 1.
84. Prospecto, El Español, April 6, 1829, 1.
85. The editors never published the subscribers’ names, fearing possible attacks from the Mexican government.

Prospecto, El Español, December 11, 1829, 1.
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The reception of El Español shows the divergence between Spanish authorities in
Madrid and the United States and exiles had regarding the role that émigré
publications should play. For instance, Francisco Tacón sent copies of the
newspaper until the end, arguing that Madrid needed to know the “miserable
state of the alleged Republic of Mexico.”86 Yet, the metropolitan government
received the newspaper cautiously. First, El Español’s promotion of a
constitutional project did not align entirely with Madrid authorities’ plan for
consolidating Ferdinand’s rule. Second, Madrid authorities were more
interested in receiving news about Mexico rather than émigrés’ viewpoints
regarding the crisis of the republic, although they did republish some of the
information brought by the newspaper.87 Nevertheless, they also complained
that El Español consisted mostly of “satirical or serious articles that highlighted
the evil and stupidity of some of the rebellion’s coryphaeus in the Americas.”88

As a result, they gradually lost interest in El Español; at one point, the secretary
of state wrote to González Salmón stating that “sending this newspaper is
useless.”89 Notwithstanding Madrid’s lack of interest, El Español drew the
attention of Tomás Quintero, a Colombian spy in the Spanish court, who
notified his superiors about the newspaper and the activities of Spanish liberal
exiles in New Orleans.90

The response in the United States was utterly different, especially since Spanish
exiles’ actions concerned Mexican agents, representatives, and supporters in New
Orleans. For instance, Montenegro tried to stop the newspaper’s publication by
accusing Campe of plotting his assassination.91 Furthermore, L’Abeille, one of
the most important papers in the city, responded rapidly to the publication of El
Español, calling its publishers a group of people “embittered with the Mexican
government” and “slaves of absolutism.”92 After the royal army invaded Mexico
in September of 1829, L’Abeille even began publishing a Spanish section, La
Abeja. Although the editor’s objective was to inform people about the failed
expedition, the Spanish section often included responses to El Español’s articles.

The quick reaction of L’Abeille and the publication of La Abeja demonstrate that
the arguments of El Español did not fall on deaf ears in New Orleans. Notably, La

86. Francisco Tacón toManuel González Salmón, Philadelphia, August 28, 1830, AGI, Estado, 94, No. 79, fol. 1r.
87. Secretaría de Estado a Redacción de Gazeta, Madrid, March 25, 1830, AGI, Estado, 94, No. 32, fol. 1r.
88. Secretaría de Estado a Manuel González Salmón, Madrid, September 18, 1829, AGI, Estado, 96, 67, fol. 2v.
89. Secretaría de Estado a Manuel González Salmón, Madrid, September 13, 1829, AGI, Estado, 96, 47, fol. 2v.

Underlined in the original.
90. Tomás Quintero to Secretario del Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, London, November 3, 1829; Tomás

Jesús Quintero and Daniel Gutiérrez Ardila, Tomás Quintero/Thomas Farmer: informes del espía de la República de
Colombia en la corte de Fernando VII (1825–1830) (Bogotá: Universidad Externado de Colombia, 2012), 400.

91. Francisco Tacón a Manuel González Salmón, Philadelphia, May 29, 1829, AGI, Estado, 96, 150, fol. 1r.
92. L’Abeille (New Orleans) April 22, 1829, 2; L’Abeille (New Orleans) April 28, 1829, 2.

554 NICOLÁS ALEJANDRO GONZÁLEZ QUINTERO

https://doi.org/10.1017/tam.2023.63 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/tam.2023.63


Abeja reproached El Español for its claim to speak on behalf of the entire Spanish
community inNewOrleans. For instance, an author publishing in LaAbeja under
the pseudonym of “El Español Libre” argued that El Español was devoted to
“defending their King with their well-known passion” instead of representing
the interests of the Spanish nation.93 Last, La Abeja attacked El Español for
having subscription houses in Havana and receiving funds from the Cuban
administration.94 However, this criticism only motivated imperial authorities to
offer more support to El Español. Argote, the Spanish consul in New Orleans,
stated that it was necessary to support the publication because it “[countered]
La Abeja’s daily insults and [refuted] the many falsehoods against our
government and our nation.”95

Meanwhile, newspapers in Mexico received the arguments of El Español with
furor. Newspapers such as El Sol and El Gladiador replied to El Español’s
constant attacks on the Republic of Mexico, focusing on the hostility of El
Español and defending the Mexican project as the struggle of an incipient
republic to achieve stability. For instance, El Sol emphasized that “the rage, I
repeat, the pain of seeing how their prey was taken away from them, a prey that
they have enjoyed with impunity for three centuries” was the driving force of
El Español’s enterprise.96 El Sol’s response demonstrates that Campe’s
pro-monarchical stances alarmed part of the Mexican public.97 El Sol’s editors
strongly defended the Mexican republican project: “Sirs of El Español, yield as
much as you wish to the interests of Spain, the country of slavery and darkness;
but take care not to libel Mexico.”98 Aware of the instability of the republican
project and the constant threat of a new Spanish invasion, the editors of
Mexican republican newspapers understood that they needed to respond to the
activities of Spanish exiles in the United States.

In sum, El Español became a well-known voice that highlighted the sufferings of
the exiled Spanish community in NewOrleans and criticized the consequences of
the rise of exclusionary policies in Mexico. Restoring an empire in which
Spaniards and Americanos could coexist became a non-negotiable goal for
émigrés such as Campe. Therefore, he and his associates devoted themselves to
discussing the expulsion of Spaniards, the military preparations for the failed
Spanish recovery campaign, the development of the yellow fever epidemic in

93. La Abeja (New Orleans), May 20, 1830, 3.
94. La Abeja (New Orleans), January 20, 1830, 3.
95. Francisco Dionisio Vives to Conde de Villanueva, Havana, December 23, 1829, ANC, Asuntos Políticos, 116,

exp. 50.
96. El Sol (Mexico City), June 15, 1830, 1398.
97. El Sol (Mexico City), June 2, 1830, 1345.
98. El Sol (Mexico City), March 8, 1830, 1004.
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New Orleans, and the rise of abolitionism in Mexico. Imperial authorities,
revolutionary agents on the Peninsula and in New Orleans, and Mexican public
opinion noticed their efforts, witnessing how exile from Mexico was shaping
the newspaper’s agenda. It was from his haven in a city full of émigrés that
Tiburcio Campe began to advocate for the return of Spanish rule in Mexico.

CLAIMING POLITICAL EQUALITY FROM EXILE

El Español emerged as an effort of Spanish liberals in New Orleans to rescue the
idea of imperial citizenship promoted by the Cádiz Constitution. The
constitution established that all men born in the territories of the monarchy,
naturalized foreigners, foreigners living for more than ten years in any town of
the empire, and enslaved people who had acquired their liberty on imperial
grounds were Spaniards.99 Nevertheless, the citizenship status of these groups
was different. Cádiz accepted white and indigenous men but offered only a
limited path to citizenship for free Blacks.100 Pointing out that the Mexican
government had promoted the franchise of indigenous and Black populations
in direct opposition to peninsulares’ rights, El Español sought to resuscitate the
idea of an imperial constitution that affirmed that both Spaniards and
Americanos were part of the political nation.

Possibly, Campe’s chosen name for the newspaper was a direct reference to Blanco
White’s El Español, one of the most important Spanish liberal newspapers,
published in London between 1810 and 1814. Blanco White acknowledged
the Spanish American colonies’ calls for autonomy and therefore proposed a
conciliation between Spanish American territories and the Peninsula based on
the principles of a limited liberal monarchy. Blanco White doubted Spanish
American capacity for self-government.101 Campe’s experience in Mexico
convinced him that this was true: “We cannot confuse freedom and
independence with the horrible disorders that have been so scandalously
perpetrated by the tyranny and immorality of the tyrants of Colombia, Mexico,
Peru, Guatemala, Bolivia, and Buenos Aires.”102 Campe raised Blanco White’s
flags; however, he did so with a significant difference. Rather than
reconciliation, Campe argued for military action to restore a liberal monarchical
empire.

99. Article 5, Constitución de la Monarquía Española, Promulgada en Cádiz a 19 de Marzo de 1812, 4.
100. Antonio Feros, Speaking of Spain: The Evolution of Race and Nation in the Hispanic World (Cambridge:

Harvard University Press, 2017), 234.
101. I took this reading of Blanco White from Roberto Breña, “José María Blanco White y la Independencia de

América: ¿Una postura pro-americana?,” Historia Constitucional 3 (2002): 1-17.
102. Despedida, El Español, August 4, 1830, 1.
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The protection of Spaniards who had suffered hardships and the celebration of
imperial history became the main arguments used by exiles to call for the
return of the empire. Campe aimed to unite Spaniards to recover the former
colonies and “conserve and defend the integrity of the Spanish monarchy.”103 The
newspaper admitted that some exiles in the United States and the Caribbean
still “desired that Spain would reign over America, no matter under which
form of government.”104 Defending this option required protecting “the
glories of the Fatherland against the treacherous and rabid attacks of those
enemies of justice who [did] not stop criticizing an illustrious nation that [was]
respected by all Europe.”105 Therefore, Campe and his associates strove to
contrast an allegedly inclusive history of the Spanish Empire in the Americas
with the rise of exclusionary policies in the new Spanish American republics.

El Español framed Spanish history as a heroic narrative built around a worldwide
civilizing process that promoted mestizo polities. This narrative adopted a highly
romanticized golden-age storyline that extolled Spanish achievements from the
medieval period to the present.106 Historical figures such as El Cid, Pelayo, and
others were recognized as sources of national pride for Spaniards; Cortés and
the crown became protectors of the Americas’ indigenous populations. The
Spanish notion of inclusive rule relied on the belief that the conquistadors had
saved indigenous people from cannibalism and the oppressive government of
their native nobility.107 Campe claimed that the Spanish monarchy had
defended the indigenous populations by “threatening those who tried to exert
any kind of violence against the simple and noble indigenous because the
Kings loved them, especially because of their courage in fighting to defend
their primitive independence.”108 For him, the Spanish crown’s establishment
of a “peaceful government over three centuries” consolidated its rights of
conquest in the Americas.109 Thus, El Español posited that, as a result, the
indigenous populations had formed a strong bond with the crown. For Campe,
the rise of the República de Indios and its coexistence with the República de
Españoles provided the Spanish crown with enough legitimacy to stay in the
Americas.

Meanwhile, Campe and his collaborators criticized the fact that the Spanish
American republics, especially Mexico, advocated a discourse of ethnic conflict.

103. Al público, El Español, May 25, 1830, 4. Italics in the original.
104. Al público, El Español, May 25, 1830, 2.
105. Prospecto, El Español, December 11, 1829, 1.
106. Chaparro Silva has explored this strategy in Tierra Firme’s royalist thought. See Chaparro Silva, “‘Todas las

cosas tienen su tiempo’. Temporalidad e historia durante la restauración monárquica en la Tierra Firme (1814–1819).”
107. Variedades, El Español, May 11, 1829, 1.
108. Variedades, El Español, (New Orleans), May 11, 1829, 1.
109. Variedades, El Español, May 1, 1829, 2.
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El Español promoted a vision of the new governments as degenerate political entities
that increased the divisions between peninsulares and Americanos. For Campe and
the exiles who sided with him, the end of Spanish rule represented the beginning of
political instability and the cessation of a successful process of cohabitation and
civilization. Discussing the clashes between different factions in Mexico, José
Antonio Roca Santi Pietri, an exile in New Orleans, claimed that the
independent Mexicans experienced an unprecedented state of regression in which
“civilized men suddenly felt subject to the most abject state of savagery.”110

Two incidents underscored the political decadence of Mexico for El Español: the
expulsion of Spaniards and the dissolution of the pacts promoted after
independence. El Español condemned the Mexican government’s decision to
expel the Spaniards, more so in light of the government’s initial promises that
it would incorporate them into the national community. Campe dismissed the
Mexican government’s allegations against the Spaniards: for him, the Mexican
administration was scapegoating the Spaniards to hide its own
wrongdoings.111 Thus, he published speeches regarding the Mexican republic’s
“tyranny.”112 He described the law of expulsion of March 1829 as a “document
of barbarity,” emphasizing the backwardness of the measure.113 In his view, the
Mexican government was breaking up both the social bonds of Spanish
families and the political alliance of Americanos and Spaniards that had held
Mexican independence together in 1821.

To support this point, El Español aired the grievances of Mexican women who
addressed state assemblies and the national congress to oppose the expulsion of
their Spanish husbands. These women emphasized that their husbands
“happened to be born in Spain,” but that they “were and are Mexicans by
choice.”114 Their grievances point to two crucial issues. First, they emphasized
that the Mexican government was violating their rights as citizens for the
simple reason that their husbands were born “across the sea.”115 Second, they
stressed that the expulsion had smashed the “sacred pact” of the nation under
which the government was to guarantee the civil rights of all citizens, no
matter their race or ethnic origin.116

110. De José Roca Santi-Pietri, El Español, June 26, 1829, 3.
111. Ley de espulsión, El Español, April 16, 1829, 1.
112. Ley de espulsión, El Español, April 16, 1829, 1.
113. Alcance extraordinario al número 2 de El Español (New Orleans), April 11, 1829, 1.
114. Representación de las esposas e hijas de los peninsulares espulsos al presidente de los Estados Unidos

Mejicanos, El Español, January 12, 1830, 2. Italics in the original.
115. Esposición que varias señoras veracruzanas dirigieron el primero de abril al escelentísimo señor gobernador

del estado, general Santana, El Español, June 1, 1829, 1.
116. Esposición que varias señoras veracruzanas dirigieron el primero de abril al escelentísimo señor gobernador

del estado, general Santana, El Español, June 1, 1829, 1.
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The expulsion law tore apart many Spaniards’ families, a fact used by El Español to
illustrate how the decisions of the Mexican Republic were destroying the political
pacts between Spaniards and Americanos. For El Español, this rupture represented
the destruction of the political system’s basis, undermining a core source of its
claim to legitimate authority. To make that argument, the newspaper
emphasized the hardships of the families expelled from the Mexican republic.
For instance, it published the story of Juan Bautista Pinto, a Spaniard who
lived in Guatemala but had decided to return to Mexico to take care of his
elderly father. The Mexican government allowed them to stay on after the
initial law of expulsion because Pinto’s father had eight sons in Mexico, but
then forced them to abandon the country after the second law was passed.
Pinto and his father lost everything, arriving in New Orleans in a “poor and
atrocious condition.”117 El Español sought to publicize stories like this one to
highlight the deleterious effects of the expulsion and the consequences of the
dissolution of constitutional pacts in the new Spanish American republics.

The epidemic of yellow fever during the summerof 1829was used to illustrate the
results of banishment vividly. El Español heavily publicized the Spanish victims of
this epidemic. Spanish doctors started to offer their services to their “miserable”
compatriots who were suffering the “seasonal diseases of this country.”118

Overcrowding facilitated the spread of the disease, and living conditions
exacerbated the situation; numerous Spaniards resided in houses with more
than five occupants.119 As such, the editorial team urged Spaniards to abandon
New Orleans and move to Baton Rouge, Louisville, or Cincinnati, where they
could find “a safe and comfortable refuge against the fever that had decimated
them.”120

Yellow fever indeed devastated the Spanish community, bolstering Spanish exiles’
belief that Mexican policies brought only suffering to a population that supported
the independence of the country. As the deaths spread, Spaniards’ disillusionment
increased. Pedro León de Guevara, Antonio Anaya, and Vicente Cerio, Spanish
exiles in the city, showed their discontent with the Mexican Republic in a letter
published in El Español. Highlighting in contrast the support they received
from their American neighbors, Guevara, Anaya, and Cerio criticized “Mexican
liberals” for sending Spaniards to their “death and banishment.”121 They also
invited Mexicans to follow the American example by practicing “the sublime
virtue of charity” to “shape the opinion of the people” and strengthen “the

117. Al público, El Español, July 1, 1829, 3.
118. Remitido, El Español, August 6, 1829, 2.
119. A los españoles, El Español, August 21, 1829, 1.
120. A los españoles, El Español, August 21, 1829, 1.
121. Remitido, El Español, August 26, 1829, 4. Italics in the original.
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institutions that rule over them.”122 In this way, Campe weaponized the suffering
of his compatriots to convince his readers that, rather than secure political rights
for Spaniards and Americanos, the Mexican republic had created exclusionary
policies that had become deathly for Spaniards.

Thus, according to El Español, the expulsion of Spaniards and their misery in New
Orleans represented the failure of republican constitutionalism inMexico. Campe
argued that liberalism should defend “the common good of the people, the
individual security of the citizen, [and] the equality of rights.” 123 Spaniards in
Mexico, he stressed, were devoted to the “system of representative government”
and had decided to stay in the country despite having their own “liberal
Constitution and a moderate monarchy on the other side of the Atlantic.”124

For that reason, he claimed that destroying the principles of political equality
between Spaniards and Americanos symbolized the death of the Mexican
Republic. El Español stated that “the title of republic does not guarantee that the
government embraces the virtues of the liberal system.”125 To prove this point,
El Español reprinted the work of Francisco Ibar, a Spanish writer in Mexico,
who proclaimed that the expulsion of citizens according to their birthplace
went against the core principles of liberal republicanism.126

The stability of the American republic in comparison to Mexico fortified the
exiles’ narrative of disillusionment with the liberal-republican projects of the
former Spanish colonies. On one hand, Campe argued that the United States
“quickly prospered because of the obedience to the law, the respect of morality,
the love of true freedom, and the patriotism of all its sons.”127 On the other
hand, he claimed that Mexican leaders had “expelled the hard-working man,
preached immorality, buried in prison the honest citizens, and rewarded with
exile those who have served the patria.”128

The contrast between the purported success of the American republic and what
they considered the corruption of the liberal Mexican government emboldened
Spanish exiles to call for the reinstatement of the Spanish monarchy in Mexico.
For Campe, however, military intervention was needed to return to the spirit of

122. Remitido, El Español, August 26, 1829, 4.
123. Variedades, El Español, April 21, 1829, 1.
124. Variedades, El Español, March 20, 1830, 1.
125. Variedades, El Español, August 26, 1829, 1.
126. Ibar published extensively in Mexico. His work criticizing Masonic lodges’ factionalism was reprinted during

the following years. See Rafael Rojas, “La frustración del primer republicanismo mexicano,” in El republicanismo en
Hispanoamérica: ensayos de historia intelectual y política, José Antonio Aguilar and Rafael Rojas, eds. (Mexico City:
Centro de Investigación y Docencia/Fondo de Cultura Económica, 2002), 419.

127. Variedades, El Español, August 26, 1829, 1.
128. Variedades, El Español, August 26, 1829, 1.

560 NICOLÁS ALEJANDRO GONZÁLEZ QUINTERO

https://doi.org/10.1017/tam.2023.63 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/tam.2023.63


the Cádiz Constitution, since Spanish imperial power had crippled the
possibilities of establishing a liberal republican government in the former
colonies. Campe was aware of the perils of calling for a monarchical restoration
from the United States. However, he sought to persuade audiences in the
transatlantic public sphere that the wrongdoings of the Mexican government
threatened the stability of liberal republicanism in the hemisphere.

Although Spanish liberals admired theUS version of republicanism that defended
private property and slavery and promoted political equality among its citizens,
they considered that a return to monarchy would be more in line with Spanish
American political culture. For them, monarchical restoration would be the
only guarantee against the exclusion of Spaniards from the Mexican republic.
Spanish liberals did see the United States as a successful case of political
stability, in which “freedom, the law, prosperity” ruled because of the
“patriotism and virtues of the children of immortal Washington.”129 However,
for El Español, the differences between English and Spanish models of
colonization and the political cultures produced by their divergent legacies
made the American version seem impossible to imitate.

To exemplify these differences, Campe published part of a manifesto printed in
Mexico in 1815.130 The text claimed that the American colonies developed a
more autonomous model of colonization in which the “diverse colonies were
independent from each other and established thorough contracts and
privileges.”131 This model facilitated the establishment of autonomous
assemblies in the American colonies. For the colonization of Spanish America,
however, the author of the manifesto envisioned a more top-down approach
that would emphasize royal patronage and the consolidation of a common
system of governance for the entire territory. Spanish Americans, the manifesto
claimed, had “[forgotten] that all that they have is because the metropolitan
Spanish government and the people from the Peninsula were interested in the
splendor of the Americas.”132

This call to reestablish imperial constitutionalism reveals some of the most
significant components of Spanish liberal exiles’ vision of empire. But Campe’s
calls for political equality between Spaniards and Americanos had a significant
flaw. His persistent calls for military intervention in Mexico could only have

129. Variedades, El Español, April 11, 1829, 2.
130. Manifiesto que el gobierno de Nueva España, constituido por su legítimo Soberano de Señor Don Fernando VII y

representado por el Virrey D. Félix María Calleja, hace a todas las Naciones contra las falsedades, calumnias, y errores que
han producido los rebeldes de Mexico en un papel intitulado: El Supremo Congreso Mexicano a todas las Naciones, escrito en
Puruarán a 28 de junio de 1815.

131. Manifiesto que el gobierno de Nueva España..., El Español, February 12, 1830, 3.
132. Manifiesto que el gobierno de Nueva España..., El Español, February 12, 1830, 3.
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increased the Mexican public’s distrust of the Spanish. Despite this, Campe and
his associates repeatedly defended their form of liberalism, as well as their claim
that Mexico was establishing an exclusionary model of republic that did not live
up to the promises of the constitution. For that reason, they did not see any
contradiction between liberalism and monarchical restoration. On the contrary,
they believed that Spanish patriotism should override any political ideology.
“We are liberals, and we will be so eternally,” Campe and his associates claimed
in one of the last issues of El Español.133

Campe and his associates accepted, however, that they would denounce their
liberalism if it were necessary to defend their patria. Yet, their Spanish patria
was not in the Peninsula itself, but rather was rooted in the memory of a Cádiz
imperial constitutional project that sought to protect the political rights of
Spaniards and Americanos. Patriotism and liberalism went hand in hand in El
Español’s vision of a renewed imperial project in the Americas.

DEGREES OF INCLUSION AND THE QUESTION OF SLAVERY

El Español’s interest in protecting the last Spanish colonies andwhite supremacy in
the hemisphere reveals the limits and contradictions of its publishers’ model of
empire. Inspired by what he considered to be the expansion of ethnic cleansing
and race war in the region, Campe criticized abolitionism and adopted the
anti-Black politics of the US South. At the same time, developments in Mexico
set a bad precedent for Spanish liberals who sought to reconcile their
perspectives on political equality with pro-slavery stances in the Caribbean.
Exiles in New Orleans believed that liberal laws should protect property and be
applied equally, but they also believed that racial equality would promote
violence and political instability. The possible alliance to liberate Cuba, one that
included Mexico, Colombia, and Haiti, increased these fears. Despite their calls
for political equality, the vision of Spanish liberals such as Campe and his
associates reflected US racial politics—even as it sought to determine the
degrees of inclusion for an imagined liberal monarchical empire.

The abolition of slavery inMexico alarmed El Español’s editorial team. Pointing to
the expulsion of Spaniards, exiles claimed that the Mexican Republic did not
respect the right of property, harming any real possibility of establishing a
liberal system. Like many republicans in the United States, especially in the
American South, Spanish liberals defended property rights tooth and nail,
claiming that Mexico’s abolition demonstrated the government’s infringement

133. Al público, El Español, July 14, 1830, 3.
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of “the most sacred rights and the constitutional laws.”134 El Español framed
President Vicente Guerrero’s decision to abolish slavery as a clear abuse of
power, arguing that he was taking advantage of his position to benefit those
closest to him. A note from El Redactor de Nueva York, reprinted in El Español,
stated that Guerrero had “abolished slavery throughout the entire republic;
namely, he had declared freedom to all the people of his same color and
origin.”135 Meanwhile, another collaborator of the newspaper, using the
pseudonym “Alesna” criticized the Mexican president for using his power to
“release the slaves and to enslave the free.”136 Spanish liberals argued that the
Mexican government menaced political equality and liberal principles by taking
this action.

The uneven application of the law also concerned Spanish liberals. Texas was
the bone of contention. The Mexican government had decided to privilege
the interests of Anglo settlers in Texas by leaving slavery there untouched. As
he had done in defending equality of rights for Spaniards, Campe insisted that
the laws should be applied to all the inhabitants of the republic. To illustrate
this point, he republished a small note from the Mexican newspaper El Sol
in which the author disapproved of the Mexican government’s decision to
preserve slavery in Texas. The author argued that, just like Mexican citizens,
Americans had to obey the law: “The United States, in a clear and evident way,
disparaged the Mexican Republic by ignoring its laws and authorities.”137

Guerrero’s decision confirmed Spaniards’ fears regarding Mexico’s infidelity to
the defense of both national sovereignty and liberal principles.

However, Spanish liberals were also concerned about how abolitionism and the
rise of pardo leaders such as Guerrero could increase hostility to Spaniards in
Mexico and expand anti-white policies. They viewed the expulsion of Spaniards
and the abolition of slavery through the lens of racial persecution against white
people. For instance, Campe published a report in which he stated that a “mob
led by the iniquitous Martín de Mueses and other infamous persons such as
this descendant of Santo Domingo’s Blacks” sang military chants calling for the
death of Spaniards.138 El Español also used the metaphor of the Mexican flag to
illustrate the connection between anti-Spanish sentiment and anti-white
policies. Such was the case in a satiric piece written by “Lavativa” about the
“republican disease.”139 In the sketch, one of the characters, a “Black doctor

134. Remitido, El Español, February 16, 1830, 4.
135. Noticias, El Español, December 28, 1829, 3.
136. Remitido, El Español, February 16, 1830, 4.
137. Méjico, 31 de enero de 1830, El Español, April 3, 1830, 2.
138. Variedades, El Español, April 9, 1830, 2.
139. Remitidos, El Español, January 21, 1830, 4. Italics in the original.
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from the south [ofMexico],” stated that “the republic should be Indian and Black,
and that any white color harmed its health.”140 For that reason, the Black doctor’s
solution to the “republican disease”was to “obliterate any whiteness that we find.”141

The doctor’s cure for the disease also proposed to erase “even thewhite part of the
flag.”142 By deploying this metaphor, Spanish liberals satirized the ethnic
dimension of the expulsion, emphasizing the necessity of monarchical
restoration to ease racial tensions.

The expansion of abolitionism and the political alliances between the new
republics also increased pro-monarchical authors’ commitment to empire.
Proposed diplomatic cooperation between Mexico and Haiti to prevent further
attempts of reconquest and to promote the independence of Cuba raised alarms
among Spanish exiles in New Orleans. In the late 1820s, Mexican politicians
held an ambivalent view of Haiti. While they considered the Haitian Republic
as a model of political stability, they also invoked the vision of Haiti as a racial
nightmare that could spread to Cuba if Spain continued its attempts to recover
Mexico.143 Fearing the expansion of a republican model that would exclude
Spaniards because of their race and nationality, Campe argued that no one, no
matter “the love or hate toward Spain,” should support a possible Haitian
invasion of Cuba. Establishing a diplomatic relationship with Haiti was, for
Campe, definitive proof of the Mexican intention of extending the “bloody
catastrophe of Santo Domingo” to the entire hemisphere. As a result, El
Español called on “all the nations of the globe” and “all men no matter their
political opinions” to stop the rise of the “sinister empire of the Antilles”
funded by “millions of dead bodies.”144

For El Español and its supporters, Mexico exemplified the perils of a republican
project that had gone too far by expelling Spaniards, pushing too hard for
racial equality, and attempting to expand anti-white policies in the Caribbean.
Talk of race war began to surface in the newspaper in 1830. For instance,
Campe published on the Aguila Negra pro-independence conspiracy, claiming
that he was not surprised by “the attempts of an immoral and infamous
government that has sent a representative to Haiti to mobilize the cruel arms of
the enemy and reproduce the barbarous scenes of Santo Domingo on the
island of Cuba.”145 Campe believed that Mexico was committed to replicating

140. Remitidos, El Español, January 21, 1830, 4. Italics in the original.
141. Remitidos, El Español, January 21, 1830, 4. Italics in the original.
142. Remitidos, El Español, January 21, 1830, 4. Italics in the original.
143. Ana Sabau, Riot and Rebellion in Mexico: The Making of a Race War Paradigm (Austin: University of Texas

Press, 2022), 132–134.
144. República Mejicana, El Español, February 28, 1830, 2. Italics in the original.
145. Conspiración, El Español, March 19, 1830, 4. Organized by the Águila Negra, a masonic lodge with branches

inMéxico and Cuba, this conspiracy sought to overthrow the Spanish government on the island. Spanish representatives in
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the Haitian Revolution in Cuba and building anti-Spanish sentiment there. For
him, Cuba represented the consolidation of an imperial model that, despite the
expansion of slavery, showed the benefits of the harmonious coexistence
between Spanish Americans and Spaniards. In case of an invasion of Cuba,
Campe claimed, Mexicans would witness how “Spanish Americans and
Spaniards lived fraternally on the island of Cuba.”146 Thus, for Campe, Mexico
represented, by contrast, the failure of republicanism to establish regimes of
“racial harmony” and liberal models of government.147

Campe and other Spanish liberals believed in the necessity of racial hierarchy to
keep social stability, revealing that his project of empire calling for equality
between Spaniards and Americanos was partial and highly contingent. Campe
feared that a possible alliance between Mexico and Haiti could lead to the
destabilization of racial hierarchies. The rise of pardos such as Guerrero to
power, the abolition of slavery, and the expulsion of white Spaniards increased
the suspicion of Spanish liberals with regard to the Mexican government and
its geopolitical plans. Moreover, experiences as exiles in the United States
reinforced their belief that, despite calls for political equality, they had to
protect racial hierarchies.

The Spanish exiles’ reflections on US racial politics illustrate the contradictory
degrees of inclusivity in their project of empire. They criticized American
settler colonialism that displaced and eliminated Native American populations
from their original lands. For instance, in a speech published in El Español and
delivered in New Orleans at the inauguration of the Cazadores de Orleans, a
Spanish militia, a militia member declared that the American public judged
Spaniards negatively because of “the exaggerations of the atrocities of the
conquest of the Americas.” The member underscored that the “English
brought tyranny over India, the French over Europe, and after a horrible and
barbarous revolution, the Americans had brought tyranny over the Indians, the
real owners of the land.”148 In comparison, he argued that Spain was less
violent than the other European powers, claiming that “conquistadors and the
conquered formed one people.”149 Thus, the statement defended Spanish

theUnited States discovered it and notified Cuban authorities about themasonic lodge’s plans. See Sergio Guerra Vilaboy,
“México y Cuba: primeros esfuerzos por la independencia cubana, 1820-1830,” Sotavento 2:4 (1998), 53–54.

146. República Mejicana, El Español, June 25, 1830, 4.
147. For how revolutionaries crafted discourses of “racial harmony” to consolidate republican regimes in Spanish

America, especially in Colombia, see Marixa Lasso, Myths of Harmony: Race and Republicanism During the Age of
Revolution, Colombia, 1795–1831 (Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 2007); and Marixa Lasso, “Race War and
Nation in Caribbean Gran Colombia, Cartagena, 1810–1832,” American Historical Review 111:2 (2006): 336–361.

148. Milicia, El Español, May 11, 1829, 3.
149. Milicia, El Español, May 11, 1829, 3.

ENVISIONING EMPIRE FROM INSIDE THE UNITED STATES 565

https://doi.org/10.1017/tam.2023.63 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/tam.2023.63


colonialism by emphasizing the creation of mestizo polities in the Americas.
Likewise, monarchy could imply assimilating indigenous populations,
something that republicanism, especially in the United States, was failing to
achieve.

Despite Spanish liberals’ criticism of American settler colonialism, the expansion
of what they considered an anti-white model of republicanism and their idea of
white superiority over black populations led them to promote the model of
anti-Black politics in the US South. A polemic exchange with La Abeja
illustrates this point. As part of discussions about Spanish claims over Spanish
Santo Domingo, L’Abeille published an article that claimed that “any Black from
Santo Domingo is better than Fernando VII.”150 The comparison enraged
Spaniards, who considered it a dreadful insult. Their anger was such that El
Español published a letter from one of its readers stating that he would not
respond if a Black person committed the “insolence” of saying they are “ten
thousand times better than me.”151 Thus, to respond to L’Abeille’s affirmation
and their own readers’ anger, the publishers of El Español endorsed Louisiana’s
measure of denying the entrance of free Black people to the state as “terrible
and necessary.” Although he did not entirely agree with this disposition,
Campe claimed that it was necessary to “dispel any possibility of a ferocious
hand that would spread out innocent blood upon this lucky soil.”152 Spanish
liberals in New Orleans believed that the adoption of segregationist laws was a
legitimate response to the possibility of a revolutionary invasion of the Spanish
Antilles.

The Southern US model became an unexpected and ambivalent paradigm for
Spanish liberals in New Orleans. They claimed that the US system was not
inclusive enough of indigenous populations. However, fearing the expansion of
Mexican abolitionism and republicanism into the Caribbean, El Español
embraced US anti-Black politics. The abolition of slavery merely increased
Spanish liberals’ disappointment with the Mexican republic. Abolition and the
laws of expulsion were closely linked issues for Spanish liberals in New Orleans
—both measures represented the Mexican government’s lack of commitment to
liberalism and the consolidation of an exclusionary republican model that
promoted ethnic conflict. For this reason, they also supported the Louisiana
laws that restricted the movement of free Blacks. Thus, Spanish exiles’ defense
of a liberal imperial project led them to welcome racist and segregationist
measures that they believed would stop the expansion of republican systems.

150. Nueva Orleans, El Español, May 14, 1830, 4. Italics in the original.
151. Otro, El Español May 16, 1830, 4.
152. Nueva Orleans, El Español May 14, 1830, 1.
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Campe published the last edition of El Español on August 8, 1830, after he and his
associates published a goodbye note in the penultimate issue. They stated that
their goal had been to provide news about the Spanish American republics to
their audiences in New Orleans and Havana and to show that Spain was “a
nation full of glory, heroism, and majesty.”153 They promised to return on
November 1, but they did not. By that time, Spanish hopes for a military
recovery of Mexico were fading. Then, in 1831, Campe traveled to Cuba again
and bought a printing press that he used to promote a moderate model to
allow Cuban demands for autonomy and representation. His actions put him
under the scrutiny of Miguel Tacón, Cuba’s captain general and a defender of
the exclusion of Americanos from the Spanish nation. Tacón portrayed Campe
as one of the most “renowned enemies of the Spanish name” and expelled him
from Cuba in 1835.154 The new Spanish model that took shape after Campe’s
departure shared his fears about racial equality but did not promote political
equality for Americanos.

CONCLUSION

Campe’s project and visions of empire were unsuccessful. Nevertheless, his
actions and writings reveal the influence of both exiles and republican
exclusionary policies in the renewal of ideas of imperial legitimacy in the
Americas. Campe and his associates’ ideas were far from being a mere exercise
of imperial nostalgia or an undifferentiated resistance of the staunchest royalists
utterly opposed to the new republics. On the contrary, the dissatisfaction with a
republican project that they had initially supported, and their subsequent exile
from Mexico, led them to embrace monarchical rule once away. Exiles opposed
the exclusion of Spaniards from the Mexican nation and the possible expansion
of abolitionism and what they considered as anti-white policies in the Caribbean.

Expelled from Mexico because of their birthplace, exiles such as Campe believed
that imperial constitutionalism was the best way to preserve political equality,
decrease ethnic conflict, and maintain white supremacy over free people of
color and pardo populations. El Español’s project of promoting the return of a
constitutional monarchy was thus the result of liberals’ formative years in the
Spanish monarchy, their experiences in US exile, discussions about ideas of
political equality, and questions regarding racial hierarchies and slavery in
Mexico and the United States.

153. Despedida, El Español, August 4, 1830, 2.
154. Miguel Tacón to Secretario de Estado y del Despacho de Ultramar, Havana, April 30, 1835, Archivo

Histórico Nacional (Madrid), Ultramar, 4603, pieza 23.
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Furthermore, El Español demonstrates the significance of the United States as a
battleground for pro-monarchical writers during the consolidation of
republican regimes in Spanish America. The creation of El Español highlights
the roles of exiles, Spanish representatives in the United States, and imperial
authorities in the Caribbean in crafting an alliance to participate in this arena.
This alliance took advantage of the freedom of the press in the United States to
disseminate its criticisms against republican exclusionary policies in the
Hispanophone transatlantic sphere. The newspaper’s reception was heated,
showing that the actions and ideas of exiles such as Campe did not go
unnoticed by New Orleans’ Spanish-speaking community, the Mexican public,
or Spanish officials. On the contrary, they realized that banishment to the
United States had shaped the exiles’ agenda, turning them into important
actors in discussions of monarchical rule, political equality, and race in the
Americas.
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