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One hundred years ago

Lunacy in Scotland

THE forty-third annual report of the General
Board of Commissioners in Lunacy for Scot-
land consists of 18 sections and 4 appendices.

Number of insane persons

On January 1st, 1901, there were 15,899
insane persons in Scotland, of whom 2,395
were maintained from private sources,
13,458 by parochial rates, and 46 at the ex-
pense of the State. Since 1858 the number
of lunatics under the jurisdiction of the
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Board has shown a total increase of
10,075, or 173 per cent. The increase of
the population during the same period has
been 42 per cent. The proportion of pauper
lunatics per 100,000 of population shows
an almost steady increase since 1858, and
at the beginning of this year, attained its
highest figure of 308, as against the next
highest — 304, which was attained last year.
During the last 27 years the proportion of
private patients to population remains
practically the same. The whole number
of voluntary patients admitted into asylums
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in 1900 was 84. The Commissioners con-
tinue to be of opinion that it is a useful pro-
vision of the law which permits persons
who desire to place themselves under care
in an asylum to do so in a way which is
not attended with troublesome or disagree-
able formalities.
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