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logians have worked out, but it seems certain
that until the faith of ordinary Catholics is con-
ceived and expressed in biblical terms rather
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than in an ill-understood residue of abstract theo-

logy, no union will be possible.
Paulinus Milner, O.P.

THE DYNAMIC ELEMENT IN THE CHURCR, by Karl Rahner; Herder/Burns and Oates, 18s.

The present ferment in the Church springs, in the
end, from the tension between two complement-
ary — if at times conflicting — attitudes of mind.
On the one hand are those who see the Church as
a more or less complete structure, the lines of
which were laid down in the early decades of her
history, subsequent elaborations being little more
than the addition of decorative glements, in the
shape of new doctrines defined, new devotions
developed, new laws laid down. Over against
these stand those who think of the life of the
Church as a continuing growth, an ever-richer
fulfilment of her members through a deeper
understanding of Christ’s unfolding revelation.
In this book — the latest in the series of
Quaestiones Disputatae — Fr Rahner has collec-
ted three articles which have already appeared as
separate units, though bearing directly on one
common theme, In the first of these — 'Principles
and Prescriptions’ — he wrestles with the difficuit
problem of the relationship existing between indi-
vidual duties in concrete situations and the gen-
eral principles enunciated by the Church. He is
well aware of the danger of developing a
‘situation-ethic’ but argues that, since the Church
cannot possibly, in the nature of things, legislate
for every case — “the Church does not administer
all reality’ — the individual must make up his own
mind about his duty in a very large number of
political, social and other practical matters.
Moving on from this position, Fr Rahner next

discusses the ‘charismatic element in the Church’,
reminding us that ‘Ultimately only one thing can
give unity in the Church on the human level; the
love which allows another to be different, even
when it does not understand him . . . Patience,
tolerance, leaving another to do as he pleases, so
long as the error of his action is not established . ..
are therefore specifically ecclesiastical virtues,
springing from the very nature of the Church’.

Finally. in a chapter on ‘The Logic of Concrete
individual Knowledge in Ignatius Loyola’, Fr
Rahner invokes the teaching of that great
Counter-Reformation figure to support his gen-
eral thesis about the importance and authenticity
of the individual's contribution to the Church's
growth. He recalls to our notice the undoubted
fact that, for all his insistence on the need of
absolute loyalty to the teaching of the Church,
St ignatius was not less emphatic about the need
to allow the individual full liberty in his personal
relations with God.

The relevance of all this to the contemporary
debate in the Church is manifest. Whilst we are
grateful to the translator for having made this
work accessible in English, we may perhaps be
allowed to plead that many readers would have
been helped by a bolder recasting of the structure
of the lengthier sentences. But those who are
ready to give close attention to this book will
find the reading of it a most rewarding experience.

T. Corbishley, S.J.
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A Synopsis of the Gospels

The Synoptic Gospels with the Johannine Parallels

H. F. D. SPARKS
The first English synopsis of such scope and detail, enabling the
Greekless student to read through any one of the synoptic gospels
continuously with the corresponding passages in the other three
printed in parallel columns. Virtually a miniature concordance to
gospel usage. 42s

The Epistle to the Hebrews

H. W. MONTEFIORE

Follows the purpose of Black's New Testament Commentaries in
emphasizing not so much the exactitudes of learned detail as the
permanent importance of this Epistle for religion and theology. The
author points out that the book contains deep spiritual insights, especi-
ally in the field of Christology, which have not yet exercised their due
influence in dogmatics. 30s

The Athanasian Creed
J. N. D. KELLY

This authoritative work is the first full-length study of the Athanasian
Creed to appear since the beginning of the century. Canon Kelly gives
much greater prominence to its structure, literary qualities, and, above
all its theology, than has been usual hitherto. 18s

By HANS VON CAMPENHAUSEN

The Fathers of the Greek Church

‘The author is a master of his field and his study of twelve great Fathers
is as informative as it is pleasantly readable.” Church Times 25s

The Fathers of the Latin Church

‘A companion volume to The Fathers of the Greek Church . . . its high
standard has been well maintained in this admirable introduction to the
great leaders of Western Christian thought in the first six centuries. . .
an exceedingly readable and scholarly book.” C. of E. Newspaper 30s

Anglican and Puritan

The Basis of Their Opposition 1558-1640
JOHN F. H. NEW

A study from a fresh point of view of the long struggle between Anglicans
and Puritans in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. It is right in
the centre of what is still a live and controversial issue, and will have
to be read by anyone seriously interested in the period. 21s

ADAM & CHARLES BLACK
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