
Innocent III endeavored to secure his place on the imperial throne. After Frederick II’s
deposition, various popes searched for a suitable replacement emperor from William of
Holland to Rudolf of Habsburg. “Fragmentation” happened due to various centrifugal
forces in the empire. Sometimes popes tried to harness it; at other times, they attempted
to contain it.

Indeed, the papacy’s goal seemed less to diminish its imperial rival than to find the
right kind of emperor: deferential (enough) to clerical prerogatives, offices, and proper-
ties, and respectful (enough) of the papacy’s territorial sovereignty on the Italian pen-
insula. One might even question whether the medieval papacy really possessed any
consistent strategy with regard to the power of empire. Yes, popes asserted and reas-
serted long-standing ideological claims about the superiority of priestly authority (sac-
erdotium) over royal or temporal rulership (regnum). At any given point, however, they
also seemed willing to patch things up with kings and imperial rulers, turn a blind eye
to their misdeeds, and even help them achieve their political aims—when it worked to
the papacy’s immediate or short-term advantage.

The book’s presentation of uncompromising popes seeking political domination
might stem in part from some of the older, out-of-date secondary literature consulted.
Few if any experts on Innocent III would still describe him as a “notorious advocate of
papal supremacy” (7), who—quoting Steven Ozment—“proclaimed and practiced a
papal near theocracy” (27). As experts in medieval theology and canon law have
shown, despite his occasionally eye-popping assertions of papal primacy, Innocent
clearly recognized limitations to his sacred office’s oversight of temporal affairs.
Toward the end of her book, Grzymała-Busse herself helpfully acknowledges that the
medieval rivalry between the church and temporal powers was meant to “delineate
spheres of influence rather than eliminate any players. The conflict was about autonomy
and jurisdiction, rather than mutual destruction” (178).

Regardless of these criticisms, Grzymała-Busse is to be applauded for her timely
engagement with the religious origins of European statehood, which will no doubt
appeal to interdisciplinary audiences beyond the field of medieval history. Toward
the close of her book, as she revisits her critique of the premise that war lies at the center
of state formation, she sounds a note of caution that we would all do well to heed. There
is no doubt, she asserts, that states make war; the evidence that waging war made states
remains ambiguous. On the other hand, as she also reminds us, there are ample and
unmistakable signs that war can in fact unmake states.

Brett Edward Whalen
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
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The Great Western Schism, 1378–1417: Performing Legitimacy,
Performing Unity. By Joëlle Rollo-Koster. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2022. 420 pp. $125.00 hardcover.

The story of the Great Western Schism (1378–1417) is easily reduced to division of the
Western church and efforts to restore unity. Joëlle Rollo-Koster looks wider, examining
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the social dramas of a church divided into two and then three obediences. This study
looks at performance, whether of those claiming the papacy or those reacting to them.
The author has studied these topics before, but only her study of violence during papal
vacancies and her work on Avignon became full-length books. Rollo-Koster also com-
pares how the Schism played out in Rome and Avignon.

The book opens with an Introduction covering the familiar ground of the conclaves
of 1378. It includes reflections on the loaded language used before and during the
Schism when writing about foes. A “Note on Primary Sources” discusses the materials
the author used constructing the seven chapters of this book.

The first chapter treats the Schism as a social drama, following Victor Turner in
discussing those years as a four-act drama. The first is Breach: The Election of 1378.
The most interesting thing Rollo-Koster does with this familiar material involves
emphasizing the role of the “communal government” of Rome in the events leading
to the election of Urban VI, whom the cardinals rejected in favor of Clement VII.
The next section is Crisis, showing how Christendom divided along political lines.
An extensive section looks at Redressive Action, the efforts to end the Schism.
A brief conclusion notes the Reintegration effected by the Council of Constance,
which disposed of three claimants and elected a single pope, Martin V.

Before the Schism, the papacy expressed itself in two types of performances.
The pontiff occasionally initiated one, represented here by conferring the golden rose
on a chosen prince. More constant was the traffic in favors requested by petitioners.
These petitions were requested, granted, and then recorded. All this required both
money and knowledge of the arcane workings of the Roman curia. Rollo-Koster’s sec-
ond chapter shows the Roman and the Avignon claimants to the papacy asserting their
legitimacy by performing large actions and small. The focus on the reciprocal actions of
petition and award shows business being transacted even in a time of Schism.

The next chapter looks at visual responses to the Schism. Antonio Baldana’s De
magno schismate treats the papal claimants with little visible difference until Martin
V is shown receiving the homage of the former Pisan claimant John XXIII. Ulrich
Richenthal’s Chronicle of the Council of Constance is more subtle in undermining
John XXIII, showing how Sigismund, king of the Romans, performed the papacy better
than he did. The Angers Apocalypse tapestry treated the Schism less directly in the con-
text of the book of Revelation.

If Chapter 3 reflects on imagery, Chapter 4 treats texts and rhetoric. The Avignon
obedience treated Urban VI as a usurper (intrusus), while the Roman obedience used
both the terms “opponent” and “heretic.” The language of “tyranny” became
common—not just in reflections on the Schism, but also in political controversies.
The deposition of Richard II of England implied tyranny without direct accusation.
However, John of Burgundy and his apologist, Jean Petit, claimed outright that the
murder of Louis, duke of Orléans, was tyrannicide.

Chapter 5 emphasizes liturgy, especially the rites surrounding a papal vacancy.
The cardinals tried to assert their power sede vacante. Two responses placed emphasis
elsewhere. François de Conzié composed an ordo for a papal vacancy that gave power to
the camerlengo, not the Sacred College. (This approach eventually succeeded.) Pierre
Amiel argued instead for the survival of the papal dignity in the body of the deceased
pope, an approach that Rollo-Koster treats in depth.

With the sixth chapter, the book shifts focus to the papal cities, Rome and Avignon.
Rome sprawled, but most of the population lived in Campo Marzio. The papacy was
focused symbolically on the Vatican, but the Commune on the Capitol. The Lateran,
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although the seat of the bishopric of Rome, had a more complex history. The
Commune, as previously noted, played a role in the Schism. However, it ceded its
power to Boniface IX in 1398. After the death of Boniface in 1404, Rome suffered
upheavals until Martin V made his papal entry in 1420. The complexity of Rome in
the period of Schism is illustrated by the efforts of both papacy and Commune to con-
trol the Veronica, the cloth on which the face of the suffering Christ was believed to be
imprinted.

Avignon had its own complex history. Papal residence brought a large influx of pop-
ulation. The citizens had a government and taxes; but the papacy predominated, even
while Gregory XI and Clement VII were absent in Italy. Clement, once back in Avignon,
performed all papal rituals. The first French subtraction of obedience from Benedict
XIII involved the citizens of Avignon, as well as the French dukes and the cardinals.
A second subtraction (1408–1411) led to fortification of papal sites and violence in
the city. The citizens were active in opposing Benedict’s Catalan troops. By the time
the Catalans left in 1411, Avignon had begun losing population. After 1411, Avignon
gave allegiance to John XXIII and then to Martin V. However, the city had ceased
being a major factor in the Schism.

Over all, the Schism gave many, not just dukes and kings but also urban nobles and
communes, chances to assert themselves. However, as Rollo-Koster’s book shows, the
end of the Schism brought about a restoration of a unified papacy under Martin V,
including increased control of Avignon and, eventually, of Rome itself.

Thomas M. Izbicki
Rutgers University Emeritus
doi:10.1017/S0009640723003050

The Roman Mass from Early Christian Origins to Tridentine Reform.
By Uwe Michael Lang. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2022. X + 445 pp. $114.99/£89.00 hardcover.

I have always thought that the history of liturgy was too important to be left to liturgists,
since they tended to have too much skin in the game and so shaped their narratives in
teleological ways that argued from and for their own standpoints. However, Fr Lang, an
Oratorian priest and liturgist of distinction, has proved me wrong. Fr Lang’s curial expe-
rience, combined with his longstanding knowledge of, and deep familiarity with, early
Christian theology and worship, has clearly made him alive to the organic ways in which
the RomanMass has developed from the time of Ambrose’s Eucharistic Prayer in the fourth
centuryCE to arrive at theMissale romanumof 1570.The latter, for Lang, doesnot represent
either the inevitable outcome of previous developments or a liturgical straightjacket that was
imposed by Rome at the expense of local and regional practices—but rather was adopted
often alongside the latter, which continued to persist not only in such distinct forms as
the Ambrosian rite at Milan or theMozarabic rite at Toledo, but alsomorewidely wherever
such local traditions could be shown to have at least a 200-year history.

This was no less true for Lang as it was for his mentor Joseph Ratzinger, who the
former quotes with approval when the future Benedict XVI, in response to attempts
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