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tine and on King-Crane, for example. She refers to a rather modest range of literature
discussing- Palestine in this period, but has not covered it with any thoroughness. Books
by Stein, Friedman, Klieman, Tibawi, Howard, and others, will continue to provide
much necessary information. Some of Ingrams' documents are not furnished with
exact dates.

Yet the book is a very useful one. It provides a good firsthand taste of the many
conflicts of view among British officials on questions of "national home" for the Jews,
treatment of the Arabs, and boundaries of Palestine. It provides little insights: General
Allenby foresaw great trouble if Britain retained Palestine, and was almost ready to
let the French have it if they were in Syria anyway! The documents confirm the basi-
cally pro-Zionist position of the British government, and especially of Balfour, who
forthrightly said, at least in confidential memoranda, that Britain would refuse to
consider any right of self-determination by the Palestinians. Curzon emerges more
clear-sighted than others at the top. The Zionist case is well presented through memo-
randa of conversations with Weizmann and statements by him, which also reveal his
disingenuousness. The view of the Palestine Arabs is far less well presented, one pre-
sumes because they did not have the same access to the highest government authorities
in London. But the documents do show the dawning realization among increasing
numbers of British officials that there was Arab resentment in Palestine against Zionist
pretensions.

The seeds of conflict were indeed born in this period, partly out of the direct opposi-
tion of Zionist and Arab desires, partly out of the deviousness of Britain and France.
In a memorandum to Curzon of n August 1919 Balfour was honest enough to say: "In
short, so far as Palestine is concerned, the Powers have made no statement of fact
which is not admittedly wrong, and no declarations of policy which, at least in the
letter, they have not always intended to violate" (p. 75).
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