
 of
M ID D L E
E A S T
 S T U D I E S

Middle East Studies Association

N U M B E R  1V O L U M E  5 7

https://doi.org/10.1017/rms.2024.35 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/rms.2024.35


Editorial Offi ce
Editor Heather Ferguson, Claremont McKenna College
Managing Editor Ghayde Ghraowi, Yale University

Student Research Assistant ErisJames Elliot, Claremont McKenna College 

Associate Editors
Anthropology and Sociology Farha Ghannam Swarthmore College
Arabian Peninsula, Science and Environment Jörg Matthias Determann Virginia Commonwealth University - Qatar
History and Islamic Studies Guy Burak New York University
Diaspora, Migration, and Refugees  Louise Cainkar Marquette University 
Economics and Political Economy  Bassam Yousif Indiana State University
North Africa  Youssef Ben Ismail Columbia University
Gender, Feminist, and Queer Studies Lara Deeb Scripps College
Film and Drama  Nadia Yaqub University of North Carolina 
Information Technology and Digital Culture  Laila Hussein Moustafa University of Illinois
Iranian and Shi‘a Studies  Firoozeh Kashani-Sabet University of Pennsylvania
Israel and Palestine Shira Robinson George Washington University
Language and Literature  Terri DeYoung University of Washington 
Levant and Popular Expressions of Material Culture  Ghenwa Hayek University of Chicago
Performing Arts David McDonald Indiana University
Political, International, and Strategic Studies  Kristin Fabbe Harvard Business School 
Turkey and Central Asia Sultan Tepe University of Illinois at Chicago

Executive Board Members
Guy Burak New York University

Laila Hussein Moustafa University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
William Ochsenwald Virginia Tech (Emeritus)

Submit book review requests to Heather Ferguson, Review of Middle East Studies, (romes@cmc.edu). Current and recent issues, 
tables of contents, notes, research and teaching, resources, and lists of recent conferences and books in Middle East studies are 
available on the MESA website:  www.mesana.org.
Subscription information
The Review of Middle East Studies is published twice a year (June and December) by Cambridge University Press, 
One Liberty Plaza, Floor 20, New York, NY 10006, USA.
All subscribers to the International Journal of Middle East Studies also receive access to the Review of Middle East Studies. 
Annual subscription rates for the International Journal of Middle East Studies, 2024: Institutions print and electronic: 
US $1050.00 in the USA, Canada, and Mexico; UK £658.00 elsewhere. Institutions electronic only: US $719.00 in the USA, Canada, 
and Mexico; UK £442.00 elsewhere. Prices include postage and insurance.
Orders, which must be accompanied by payment, may be sent to a bookseller, subscription agent or direct to the publisher: 
Cambridge University Press, Journals Fulfi llment Department, One Liberty Plaza, Floor 20, New York, NY 10006, USA; 
or Cambridge University Press, UPH, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8RU, England. Alternatively, orders may be 
placed online at journals.cambridge.org/mes.
For single issues of the International Journal of Middle East Studies, please contact: subscriptions_newyork@cambridge.org. 
Advertising
For information on ad sizes, rates, and deadlines for copy, please visit the journal homepage at journals.cambridge.org/rms 
or contact USAdSales@cambridge.org. 
EISSN: 2329-3225
© 2024, by the Middle East Studies Association. Distributed by Cambridge University Press. 
The Review of Middle East Studies is a semiannual publication of the Middle East Studies Association. Views expressed in the 
Review are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent those of the Association.
No part of this publication may be reproduced, in any form or by any means, electronic, photocopying, or otherwise, without 
permission in writing from Cambridge University Press.  Policies, request forms and contacts are available at:  http://journals.
cambridge.org/action/rightsAndPermissions
Permission to copy (for users in the U.S.A.) is available from Copyright Clearance Center http://www.copyright.com, 
email: info@copyright.com.

https://doi.org/10.1017/rms.2024.35 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/rms.2024.35


Volume 57 Number 1

TABLE OF

CONTENTS

FROM THE EDITOR

HEATHER FERGUSON, CLAREMONT MCKENNA COLLEGE
Letter from the Editor 1

SPECIAL FOCUS ROUNDTABLE: UNVEILING UNCHARTED
REALMS: THE OTTOMAN GRAND VIZIERATE IN

COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE AND THE KÖPRÜLÜ DYNASTY
REVISITED

YASIR YILMAZ, INSTITUTE FOR HABSBURG AND BALKAN STUDIES
Introduction 3

YASIR YILMAZ, THE INSTITUTE FOR HABSBURG AND BALKAN STUDIES OF THE

AUSTRIAN ACADEMY OF SCIENCES
‘From Theory to Practice’ Origins of the Ottoman Grand
Vizierate and the Köprülü Restoration: A New Research
Framework for the Office of the Grand Vizier 7

GEORG B. MICHELS, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
Turcophile, Religious Zealot, and Rebel: The Hungarian Noble
Pál Szepessy’s Encounters with Grand Vizier Ahmed Köprülü
(1661–76) 43

CHRISTOPHER WHITEHEAD, OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

The Early Career of Köprülü Mehmed Pasha: An Archival
Reconstruction 73

ELISABETH LOBENWEIN, GERMAN HISTORICAL INSTITUTE IN ROME

Perspectives on Köprülü Fazıl Ahmed Pasha’s (1635-1676)
Grand Vizirate by Imperial Resident Casanova 98

https://doi.org/10.1017/rms.2024.35 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/rms.2024.35


MAHMUT HALEF CEVRIOĞLU, IZMIR KATIP CELEBI UNIVERSITY

An Evaluation of Köprülü Fazıl Ahmed Pasha’s Foreign Policy 121

CURATOR’S CORNER

RICHARD ANTARAMIAN, UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA,
DZOVINAR DERDERIAN, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA BERKELEY AND

DAVID GUTMAN, MANHATTANVILLE UNIVERSITY

Reflecting on Armenians in Ottoman Historiography 140

ANDREA SHAHEEN ESPINOSA, ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY

Music, Exile, and Edward Said: An Interview with Layale Chaker 150

MIDDLE EAST STUDIES IN ACTION COMMITTEE FOR
UNDERGRADUATE MIDDLE EAST STUDIES POSTER SESSION,

MESA 2023

MEKAREM ELJAMAL, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

2023 CUMES Undergraduate Research Workshop and Poster
Presentation 159

RACHEL BETH ACKER, NORTH CAROLINA STATE UNIVERSITY

Historicizing American Exceptionalism: US Interventionism in
Iran 1940s-1980s 161

MIRIAM ALRAHIL, FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY

Uncovered History: An Exploration of the Latin American
Mahjar 163

STELLA METCALF

‘Acceptable Human Knowledge’: Arabic Printing as a
Technology of Proto-Colonialism 165

JAYAKUMARI NAIR, UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS

The Mudawana through Zanka Contact: The Real-Life
Implications of the Exclusion of Unmarried Women and the
Criminalization of Extramarital Affairs 167

ARIANNA WERNER

Iranian Olympia: Bodybuilding, Class, and Masculinity in Iran 169

https://doi.org/10.1017/rms.2024.35 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/rms.2024.35


BOOK REVIEWS

PAUL M. LOVE, JR., The Ottoman Ibadis of Cairo: A History (ADAM GAISER) 171

CAN NACAR, Labor and Power in the Late Ottoman Empire: Tobacco
Workers, Managers, and the State, 1872-1912 (KALEB HERMAN ADNEY)

173

https://doi.org/10.1017/rms.2024.35 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/rms.2024.35

