
In addition to the primary text, the handbook contains a helpful 15-page index. I found it useful for spot
checking the level of coverage given to various subjects and for looking up unfamiliar topics to ensure I had a
clear understanding of them. Readers who are not experts in all the concepts, abbreviations and terminologies
used in the book will find this index to be a valuable tool.

This book effectively addresses a wide range of issues that fall under the constantly evolving and therefore
challenging topic of privacy and data protection. The editors achieve their stated goals of illustrating many complex-
ities of privacy and data protection law while also providing a valuable resource for a range of readers, including
students. Indeed, although the text addresses intricate and advanced topics, the book remains accessible to students
and other non-experts wanting to research or better understand privacy and related topics.

Overall, the Research Handbook on Privacy and Data Protection Law provides an informative and thought-
ful combination of education about essential principles, along with carefully curated discussions of subtopics and
important interdisciplinary areas. In addition, the writers provide insights as to where we as a global society must
focus our efforts going forward to develop and strengthen policies that preserve essential social values and rights.
This book would be a worthwhile addition to any library.

Judy K. Davis
Senior Law Librarian

Head of Access Services Law Library Administrator and
Adjunct Assistant Professor of Law
University of Southern California

Los Angeles, CA
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Intellectual Property in The Conflict of Law: The Hidden Conflict-of-Law Rule in the Principle of National
Treatment. Sierd J. Schaafsma. Cheltenham UK; Northampton, MA, USA: Edward Elgar Publishing. 2022.
Pp. 608. ISBN 978-1-83010-849-5 US$280.00

Intellectual Property in the Conflict of Law: The Hidden Conflict-of-Law Rule in the Principle of National
Treatment is a must-have for anyone in international intellectual property. This treatise breaks down the history and
complexity of the international intellectual property and the conflict-of-laws. The author offers solutions to problems
that arise within this field. This treatise was initially published in Dutch in 2009 and was translated into English in
2022. The Verenigning Intellectuele Eigendom and the Leiden University Fund sponsored the translation. Where
there are updates to the treatise, they are separate, indented paragraphs headed with ‘Update.’ Any updates are
limited to essential case law and legislation until May 1, 2021.

The book has an introduction, eight chapters divided into two parts, and concludes with a summary chapter.
Each chapter starts with a table of contents that allows readers to quickly find the topic they seek. Each paragraph is
numbered, making navigating the treatise easy. The structure and paragraph numbers are the same as the original
Dutch version. Within each chapter, each section is summarized so the reader can quickly understand what each
section is saying.

Part I discusses the genesis and history of the principle of national treatment found within the Berne and
Paris Convention from its birth in the 1800s to today. The author discusses that growing globalization and the
rise of the internet fuel the idea that a new conflict-of-law rule should be designed for intellectual property. After
a deep dive into the history of conflict-of-laws in intellectual property, the author shows that the conflict-of-law
set out in the Berne and Paris Convention is sufficient in today’s modern world. Chapter One discusses the
history behind the birth of the principle of national treatment in copyright law as the solution to the state of the
lawlessness of foreign works. Chapter Two discusses the genesis of the current Article 5(1). This chapter describes
problems that arose out of the system of bilateral treaties and that the solution to the issues was the Berne
Convention. Chapter Three describes the changes made to the convention to address this. The author points out
several present-day misconceptions about the Berne Convention within these changes. The conflict-of-law rule in
the Berne Convention is a pre-Savignian conflict-of-law rule, leading to the present-day misconception that the
principle of national treatment in Article 5 of the Berne Convention does not contain a conflict-of-law
rule. Chapter Four analyzes the development of the principle of national treatment in industrial property before
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and after the Paris Convention. The same misconception under the Berne Convention arises with the Paris
Convention. This misconception is caused by people viewing the statutist solution of the principle of national
treatment is viewed with contemporary, Savignian eyes. This misconception distorts the application of the principle
of national treatment.

Part II discusses the principle of national treatment and how it is interpreted today, along with problems that
arise with modern-day misconceptions of the principle of national treatment. Chapter Five takes up a substantial
portion of the book, discussing the obfuscation concerning the conflict-of-law rule in the principle of national treatment.
This chapter explores why the Berne Convention and the Paris Convention conflict-of-law rule in the principle
of national treatment are no longer understood as the drafters intended. The treaties have stayed the same, but
our interpretations of particular sections have changed. The author examines how the obfuscating of the principles
concerning conflict-of-law and intellectual property occurred over time and why. The author examines the different
interpretations of the treaties and the problems arising from said misinterpretations. This treatise explores the
evolution of the interpretation of the Paris and Berne Convention. In order to understand the evolution of the
interpretation of the principle of national treatment in the Berne and Paris Conventions, the author explains the history
of both conventions and how political and economic interests influenced the evolution of the interpretation. The author
discusses how today’s misconception of the principle of national treatment is caused by conflict-of-laws going through
several substantive changes between the nineteenth century and today. Chapter Six discusses the aliens-law rule in the
principle of national treatment and its problems. Chapter Seven explores protecting the rights of authors of literary and
artistic works.

The end of the book explores the reformulation of and reformation of intellectual property treaties to solve
the obfuscation and misinterpretations of treaties in effect. The author argues that the exclusive lex loci protec-
tionis conflict-of-law rule is the best conflict-of-law rule for international intellectual property. The author
explains that the Berne Convention and the Paris Convention are adequate treaties for a conflict-of-laws
problem because both treaties contain the lex loci protectionis conflict-of-law rule. Because of lex loci protectio-
nis conflict-of-law rule, Article 5 can be amended to make a more desirable conflict-of-law rule. The author pro-
poses some changes to the Paris and Berne Convention that would downsize the conventions, making them purer,
cleaner, and easier to apply.

The one complaint I have about the book is that some blocks of text were not translated into English. If there
is a reason these sections were not translated, a notation of why the author decided not to translate should have been
in the footnotes. For people whose working language is English, this can be frustrating.

I recommend this treatise for any firm that practices international intellectual property or for upper-level law
courses on international intellectual property. I would not recommend this book to a novice law student or attorney.
A background in conflict-of-law and intellectual property is needed to comprehend the text.

Christina Lowry
University of Toledo College of Law

Toledo, Ohio
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Intellectual Property as a Complex Adaptive System: The Role of IP in the Innovation Society. Edited by Anselm
Kamperman Sanders and Anke Moerland. Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar, 2021. Pp. V-211. ISBN: 978-1-80037
837-7. US$137.00.

In this volume, editors Anselm Kamperman Sanders and Anke Moerland present a collection of essays
exploring IP as a fluid, responsive dynamic between regulations, economies, entrepreneurs, and innovation, each
influencing the other.

The book’s primary focus is on patent law and is divided into three parts. The first and largest section (Part I)
provides six essays on Patents and Innovation. Part II, composed of two essays, examines Markets, Collective
Management, and Creativity with a focus on EU Geographic Indications and European online music licensing.
Part III, Institutions and Justice, contains a single essay analyzing the impact of investor-state dispute settlement
on IP lawmaking.
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