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PuBrisgING axp BookskrLizg. By Frank Mumby. (Cape; 25s.)

A new and revised edition of this standard history of the book
trade is most welcome. The reader is now given an introduction to
the new epoch which began with the outbreak of the recent war,
as well as a clearer view of the great work of co-ordination which
went on between all sections of the trade between the two wars.
Of special interest is the story of the Oxford University Press, with
a tribute to Sir Humphrey Milford, who only recently has been
succeeded by Geoffrey Cumberlege. Later perhaps the author will
give us the story of some of the smaller, specialised publishing houses
which have also played their part in making the British book and
book trade the cultured and courtly institution that they are.

The weakest part of the book is in the early chapters which deal
with Roman and Medieval bookselling; but that is not surprising
as the history of the MS. trade before printing is really another
subject altogether. C.P.
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