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angle — tick resistance involves grooming, an aspect of

host phenotype that is accessible to direct study, as well as

aspects of morphology of the host.

The book concludes with two chapters on metabolic and

production diseases (in sheep and cattle, Chris Morris and

Sin Phua, and poultry, Paul Hocking). Most of the cattle

diseases here relate to grazing animals, with some (to the

layman) bizarre and extraordinary conditions caused by

toxins from fungal spores. Here, it is evident that whether

genetic selection is applied depends on whether economic

justification can be found. Regarding poultry, in a commend-

ably multidisciplinary approach in this final chapter, behav-

ioural disorders are treated along with musculoskeletal

disorders, cardiovascular diseases and other conditions

distressingly prevalent in intensive poultry husbandry.

Farm animal welfare practitioners and researchers should have

access to this book which will provide valuable context for

their own studies, research and practice. Highly recommended.

Stephen Hall
University of Lincoln, UK
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This is a must-read book for those interested in exotic

animal welfare and behaviour. It covers both normal

behaviour in each species as well as associated behavioural

issues. The book will appeal to veterinarians, veterinary

personnel, animal carers and owners who keep or are inter-

ested in exotic pets. It is also a vital reference source for

those studying for further qualifications in this field. The

book is well-written and clearly laid out with current and

relevant references. Whether using it as a quick reference

source or reading it in more detail, it provides easy to assim-

ilate information that is clearly presented. 

While this is not the only book about exotic pet behaviour

on the market, in its favour is that it is competitively priced,

has been written by animal behaviourists and covers a

greater variety of exotic species than other books.

The book follows a set format throughout each chapter

making each subject easy to follow for the reader. Each

chapter covers a different exotic pet species from birds,

snakes, chelonia and reptiles, through to small commonly

kept pet mammals. There are 17 species or groups of

species covered in total in the book. More unusual exotic

pet species are also covered including hedgehogs, prairie

dogs, sugar gliders and South American camelids. Each

chapter covers normal behaviour of the species, provides

background information on social and reproductive

behaviour and considers common behavioural problems

encountered. Practical tips are given on clinical assess-

ment of cases, history taking, diagnostic tests and

management of behavioural issues. 

In particular, I found the chapters on avian and rabbit

behaviour most interesting. These are species that

commonly present with behavioural issues due to inappro-

priate care and management in captivity. Understanding the

normal behaviour of these species and how these behav-

iours change in captivity is essential to improve the welfare

and husbandry of pet parrots and rabbits.

Finally, the book finishes with three summary chapters. The

first covers universal principles and select procedures of

applied behavioural analysis. The second covers the princi-

ples and application of behavioural pharmacology in exotic

pets. The final chapter is a comprehensive discussion of the

welfare of exotic animals kept in captivity. The latter

questions what level of animal welfare should be achieved

in these species in captivity, discusses planning a welfare

strategy and describes ways in which welfare may be

assessed. These chapters help to formulate and cement ideas

that have been introduced throughout each species chapter

in the book and are also useful as quick references to refer

to whilst reading through the book. 

The only criticism I have of the entire book is that the photo-

graphs inside the book are in black and white and disap-

pointing. It is difficult to see clearly in some cases what the

photographs are depicting. I was excited when I first

received the book as the glossy cover with brightly coloured

photographs of exotic pet species promised more such

photographs within. It was a disappointment on opening the

book to find only the occasional black and white photo

presented. The large amount of text could put some readers

off at first glance; however, I would urge you to persevere

and read the book as it is well-written and provides practical

information on assessing and managing behavioural

problems in exotic pets. Understanding normal behaviour of

exotic pets is an essential tool and will improve the welfare

of these species when kept in captivity. This knowledge can

then be applied in a clinical situation to help understand and

treat commonly seen behavioural issues.

This is an excellent textbook which I have no hesitation in

recommending to those interested in this field. 

Emma Keeble
West Linton, UK
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This is a book about how vegetarianism is far from morally

perfect and how that’s no excuse for most of us to consume

most of the meat we eat. It’s worthwhile reading whatever

dietary practice you subscribe to. If you prefer a short

version of the review, you can stop reading here. But then,

read the book (or at least its first five chapters). 

Tom Milligan is an Honorary Research Fellow in

Philosophy at the University of Aberdeen, UK, and his
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