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Editorial StaffFrom the Editor 

Award Nomination Deadline is 
November 15

Th e Microscopy Society of America (MSA) has a number of awards to honor 
achievements in microscopy. Th e series of  Distinguished Scientist Awards and Burton Medal 
Awards began in 1975. For Distinguished Scientists, awards are made to individuals in both 
biological sciences and physical sciences who have had a long-standing career in microscopy 
or microanalysis. Th e Burton Medal recognizes scientists under the age of 40. Taken together 
there have been 117 awardees in these three categories.

More recently the society added the Morton D. Maser Distinguished Service Award, the 
MSA Outstanding Technologists’ Awards in the Biological and Physical Sciences, and the 
George Palade and Albert Crewe Awards for outstanding postdoctoral research. 

Th e above awards are selected on the basis of nominations submitted by members of 
the society. Eligibility details may be found on the MSA website: www.microscopy.org. Th e 
nomination deadline for the 2014 awards is November 15, 2013.

Th ere are about three dozen student and post-doctoral travel awards sponsored each year 
by MSA to promote participation in the Microscopy & Microanalysis meeting in August. Th ese 
awards are selected by the MSA president from the two-page paper submitted for the meeting. 
Previously these awards were called the MSA Presidential Student Awards and Post-Doctoral 
Awards, but in 2013 they were renamed Microscopy & Microanalysis Presidential Scholar 
Awards. Additional awards of this type are also sponsored by the Microanalysis Society and 
by individuals or organizations as memorial gift s. Th e Professional Technical Staff  Awards 
are given to up to four professional staff , two each in the biological and physical sciences, who 
present a poster or platform presentation at the annual meeting. Th e winners of these awards 
are chosen by the chair of the Technologists’ Forum from the two-page papers submitted for 
consideration.

In 2009, MSA began designating MSA Fellows to recognize senior distinguished members 
of the society who have made signifi cant contributions to the advancement of the science 
and practice of microscopy imaging and analysis. Th e number of MSA members elected to 
Fellowship in any one year is restricted to no more than 0.5% of the total MSA membership. 
Nominations of individuals to this honor are accepted through September 30.

Honoring achievement in our fi eld is important. Awards give stature to the society and 
inspire the next generation of microscopists. If you are an MSA member, please take the time 
to prepare a nomination for someone you think worthy.

Charles Lyman
Editor-in-Chief

Publication Objective:  to provide information of interest to microscopists. 

Microscopy Today is a controlled-circulation trade magazine owned by the Microscopy Society
of America that is published six times a year in the odd months. Editorial coverage spans all 
microscopy techniques including light microscopy, scanning probe microscopy, electron 
microscopy, ion-beam techniques, and the wide range of microanalytical methods. Readers 
and authors come from both the life sciences and the physical sciences. The typical length of 
an article is about 2,000 words plus fi gures and tables; feature articles are longer. Interested 
authors should consult “Instructions for Contributors” on the Microscopy Today website: 
www.microscopy-today.com.
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Disclaimer 
The Microscopy Society of America and the editors cannot be held responsible for opinions, 
errors, or for any consequences arising from the use of information contained in Microscopy 
Today. The appearance of advertising in Microscopy Today does not constitute an endorsement 
or approval by the Microscopy Society of America of any claims or information found in the 
advertisements. By submitting a manuscript to Microscopy Today, the author warrants that the 
article is original or that the author has written permission to use copyrighted material published 
elsewhere. While the contents of this magazine are believed to be accurate at press time, neither 
the Microscopy Society of America, the editors, nor the authors can accept legal responsibility 
for errors or omissions. 
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