New Blackfriars

With the rejection of the wording “two sources of
revelation” on November 20th 1962, the Fathers
of Vatican |} indicated their refusal to endow a
widely current theology with conciliar authority.
In doing so they solved no theological problem :
on the contrary, they gave full scope totheological
discussion of a probiem left open by the Council
of Trent. Pére Congar's book is an exploration of
this traditional understanding of “tradition” in the
Church in the sense that he goes behind the once
almost universally current interpretation of the
Trent formula, on which, for instance, theological
text-books based their alternatives: ‘proof from
Scripture’, ‘proof from tradition’. The concept of
tradition in Pére Congar’s book is closely related
to Scripture on the one hand, and to the whole
intimate richness of the life of the Spirit in the
Church on the other.

The need for condensation has not, unfortu-
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nately, contributed to giving Pére Congar’s treat-
ment greater clarity than that characteristic of his
more extended study. At key points in the argu-
ment even a careful and repeated re-reading
sometimes fails to disclose the author's exact
meaning. A case in point is the section on ‘tradi-
tion as objectively containing things not con-
tained in Scripture’ (pp. 96-105), in which the
sharpness of focus is continually blurred. and in
which | have found. apart from innuendo. no
answer to the question implied in the title pre-
fixed to the section. This is a pity ; but it must not
be allowed to obscure the fact that the book
effectively outlines — in an astonishingly brief
compass — a very much profounder view of tradi-
tion than most Catholic lay people are likely to
have come across.

R. A. Markus

THE JEWISH-CHRISTIAN ARGUMENT by Hans Joachim Schoeps: Faber and Faber, 30s.

Professor Schoeps is a leading authority on
Judaism and Jewish Christianity and is well
known for his controversial study of St Paul now
translated into English under the title of : Pau/:
The Theology of the Apostle in the Light of
Jewish Religious History. This book was first
published in German in 1937 and had gone
through three editions before this present trans-
lation into English was made. In it he recounts
with great sympathy and insight the history of the
relationships between Judaism and Christianity
from the earliest times. But even in an age of more
eirenic dialogue, Professor Schoeps is rightly un-
der no illusions about the greatness of the gap
which still separates the two religions. The belief
that all things have been made new through the
second Adam and a Covenant which embraces
all mankind, is the greatest stumbling block to the
Jew. For him none of this can be true since Israel
has already been elected by God and those of the
seed of Abraham have no need of rebirth in the
Holy Spirit. Indeed., it is a denial of God's love for
man to say that he could die on a cross, forsaken.

In Professor Schoeps’ view it was St Paul,
especially, who radically misunderstood the
Covenant in this respect.

Such a position seems far removed from Chris-
tianity but Professor Schoeps sees in the dialogue
which took place between Martin Buber and Karl
Ludwig Schmidtin 1933, a possibility for develop-
ment of Jewish thought which becomes the basis
for his own view. With Buber he would want 'to
grant belief to the Christian witness that God has
dealt with the world and a new revelation has
taken place outside the Covenant of Israel’. This
is an offering of salvation which is not on the same
plane as that made to Israel and so the world can-
not yet be regarded as redeemed. Such a view
raises many questions, not ieast of which would
be how compatible with a true understanding of
the Old Covenant is this independent Christian
witness. But such problems serve to stimulate the
reader to a greater understanding of his own be-
liefs and the book can only be regarded as a very
interesting and worthwhile study.

Mervyn Davies, O.P.
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