
Together, the chapters in this volume represent a powerful collection of papers
that ‘propose a counter-hegemonic Sociolinguistics from=of=with the South’ (1).
Building on a robust body of scholarship on the intersectional histories of colonial-
ism, race, and patriarchy collectively referred to as the Global South, Southernizing
sociolinguistics deconstructs profound imbalances in the production of knowledge
in ways that are expansive and non-exclusive by centering and validating the South-
ern epistemologies of marginalized speakers and anti-colonial movements from
plurilingual contexts worldwide.

(Received 26 June 2023)

Language in Society 52 (2023)
doi:10.1017/S0047404523000751

PIERRE WILBERT ORELUS, All English accents matter: In pursuit of accent equity,
diversity, and inclusion. Abingdon: Routledge, 2023. Pp. 128. Hb. £45.

Reviewed by LEONARDO DIAS CRUZ

Interdisciplinary Program of Applied Linguistics
Federal University of Rio de Janeiro

Faculdade de Letras, Avenida Horácio Macedo 2151 – Room F-317
21941917, Brazil

leonardo@letras.ufrj.br

Pierre Orelus’ All English accents matter functions not only as an exposition and
denunciation of accent discrimination, but also as an endorsement of linguistic
equity, diversity, and inclusion in all realms of social life. By describing various
case studies conducted in different contexts, Orelus discusses the impacts of
accent hierarchization on both native and non-native (English) speakers’ personal,
professional, and academic lives and argues that linguistic colonial practices hold
onto linguistic minorities’ existences until today through educational, political,
and even geographical policies. The highly personal narratives and testimonies
combined with the author’s field notes provide us, sociolinguists, with insights
on the twin-concepts of accentism and linguoelitism, as well as reflections on the
relationship between linguistic identities and gender, sexuality, race, ethnicity,
nationality, and class.

Drawing upon testimonies from college students, Orelus highlights the social
nature of the so-called standard accent and its privilege in relation to other forms
of speaking. Such assertion underlies the concept of accentism, a mode of linguistic
oppression that signals the intertwinement between accent and ethnicity, race,
and class. As the author repeatedly claims, what is considered to be standard is
usually—if not always—the way the white, monolingual, Christian, heterosexual,
able-bodied man speaks. Even in higher education institutions, this pattern is still
replicated towards learners and professors, causing suffering on those who
deviate from the constructed norm.
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Intricately linked to accentism is the notion of linguoelitism. A linguistic ideol-
ogy that both hierarchizes accents and places standard varieties over marginalized
ones, linguoelitism erases the cultural value of a language and=or accent for a
people; it goes back to colonial times when colonizers imposed their dominance
through linguistic homogenization, wherein the language of the powerful was
enforced onto social and linguistic minorities. In this sense, Orelus argues that
the English-only movement in the US and the English language teaching
program in the UK serve as examples of contemporary practices of linguistic
homogenization in the anglophone world; they position standard English as the
ideal mode of communication for every native and non-native English speaking
resident in both countries.

Such a historical view relates to the author’s claim that accentism and linguoeli-
tism are associated with other identity traits, for one’s accent and=or language is
intrinsically linked to one’s race, ethnicity, nationality, class, and gender. Speaking
with an accent—in the very stereotyped view of the concept, as if it only accounted
for marked forms of speaking—comes alongside racial and ethnical identities that
are socially stratified and may (not) be conceptualized as superior=inferior to others
depending on the context.

Built on these vital considerations, Orelus’main point is that ‘all accents deserve
equal respect, for they reflect people’s identity’ (71). Despite being sometimes
overlooked, accent discrimination is harmful to linguistic minorities as it has
effects on their personal, professional, and academic lives. Therefore, one must
bear in mind that there is no superior or inferior accent—or language. In fact, insti-
tutional recognition of multilingualism is the way for achieving a more equitable,
diverse, and inclusive society.
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The concept of the new speaker phenomenon is not wholly new, butWilliams deftly
refutes it by arguing that if we bundle all new speakers together into a single,
homogeneous group, we overlook the complex nuances that this dynamic phenom-
enon entails. Through empirical research and engagement with various stakehold-
ers in minority language communities, the author aims to explore how interventions
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