
are left with the impression that the community had no agency at all, and that it is sim-
ply tossed about by the reforming whims of popes and rulers in faraway places.
Wickstrom’s take on the way the monastery positions itself vis-à-vis the monastic
reform movement of the early ninth century is an obvious example: by taking the clas-
sical approach to these “reforms,” according to which changes to the life monastic were
almost exclusively determined by decisions cast at the imperial court, the author under-
mines the image of a self-confident and ambitious monastery evoked in other places. To
some extent, this is a consequence of the fact that, as the bibliography shows, the author
has not always taken the latest insights into such broader questions into account. One
should even note that the bibliography betrays a certain indifference to the literature,
possibly on the part of the publisher – numerous titles and names have been misspelled,
for instance (e.g., “Judith” rather than “Janet” Nelson), which does not necessarily instill
confidence in the reader. Be that as it may, beyond the occasional discursive footnote,
Wickstrom does not seem occupied with shifting new paradigms except when they deal
with Glanfeuil directly.

This tension seems an unavoidable consequence of Wickstrom’s holistic approach –
it is impossible to do everything, after all. The book’s merits do not lie in its theoretical
approaches, but rather in its repositioning of Glanfeuil and Maurus in the greater
scheme of things. That is also the stated goal of the book, and the author does an admi-
rable job reaching it. Fiction, Memory and Identity stands as a testament to Wickstrom’s
aptitude for close reading – be it a charter, a vita or an archeological dig. In a broader
sense, it is a welcome reminder of the gains that may be made if one takes the time to
patiently engage with a corpus of texts in its entirety.

Rutger Kramer
Utrecht University, Department of History and Art History

doi:10.1017/S0009640724000556

Readers and Hearers of the Word: The Cantillation of Scripture in
the Middle Ages. By Joseph Dyer. Ritus et artes 10. Turnhout:
Brepols, 2022. 268 pp. €85 hardback.

The study of ancient and medieval liturgy is often dry. The material is complicated, the
scholarship convoluted, and much material remains available only in old editions or
unedited manuscripts. Original work requires a variety of skills and frequently painstak-
ing research. All too often it has been left to specialists, and there is a certain genre of
liturgical scholarship that is all but inaccessible to other historians, as well as to prac-
titioners, let alone a general audience. Joseph Dyer’s recent book upends all these
stereotypes.

The text is clear: it has been designed for wide readership, but with enough refer-
ences to satisfy most experts. The chapters and the argument are elegantly constructed,
moving through a variety of elements pertaining to liturgical reading. Here, Dyer helps
capture the rich sensory experiences involved in reading or hearing the scriptures in
medieval churches, as well as preparing the appropriate texts. He discusses in sensitive
detail and in successive chapters the tools used for reading (1), the readers themselves
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and their desired characteristics, both practical and ethical (2), the arrangement of texts
for reading, including mise-en-page and punctuation (3), the formulae for cantillation
(4), the pronunciation of readers and how it affected the comprehension of hearers
(5), the position of readers within sacred space (6), the furniture used to enhance
“the dignity and sacrality of the chanted text,” such as ambos and screens (7), the vest-
ments worn (8), and the ceremonial surrounding the cantillation of the Gospel at Mass
(9). The main text is enriched by samples of music, architectural drawings, well-chosen
quotations from past authors, and images of historic furniture, manuscripts, and vest-
ments. As a result, users of the volume, whether they are new to the study of liturgy or
initiates of both sacred and scholarly mysteries, will find themselves taking tours down
unknown but delightful avenues. I hope it becomes a useful resource and a spur to fur-
ther research.

Throughout Dyer moves seamlessly from late antiquity to the early modern period.
He also draws our attention regularly to questions of experience and activity: “the laity’s
devout participation in the Mass” (12); the mutual “responsibility” of scribe and lector
to achieve “impeccable cantillation” in terms of audibility, sense, and adornment of
text (60); the alignment and orientation of buildings and worshippers, as well as the
intimacy or separation of ministers and congregation, men and women; and the visual
impact of developments in furnishing and vesture that took place, particularly from the
twelfth century onwards. All this and more contributed to “sacralizing the Word” (181).

The author makes clear that this study arises not merely from historical curiosity, but
from his own engagement with the traditional or “extraordinary” form of the Latin
Mass in a Roman Catholic parish, as he has watched deacons and celebrants chant
the Gospel “strictly in accordance with the rubrics of the Missale Romanum (1570)”
(12). Facing into the left transept with their backs to the congregation, certain “basic
problems” became evident during the recitation of these readers. “I was intrigued
about how this curious directionality came about and what it implied about communi-
cation of a text” (ibid.). We should be grateful that Dyer’s interest was aroused in this
way – and, perhaps, grateful that the recent flowering of traditional liturgy in Catholic
churches has brought various issues to the fore. Previous generations of liturgical schol-
ars – from Jean Mabillon to Louis Duchesne, from Gregory Dix to Antoine Chavasse,
Romano Guardini, and Josef Jungmann – once took for granted the existence of com-
mon living examples. But it has become more difficult to gain access to such experi-
ences after the sweeping liturgical changes enacted in almost all churches in the
second half of the twentieth century. Continuity has been lost. We live on the other
side of a sea change in religious practice, which makes the study of liturgy a rather dif-
ferent affair.

This is a study of rare quality, particularly for a single author, and this review can
hardly do it justice. The significance and range of material Dyer takes in is impressive,
and the reader gains a sense of the whole environment involved in sacred reading and
how much work and imagination is necessary to recover this context. The breadth of
this book also suggests the diverse competencies needed to discuss liturgy to the fullest
extent. Across his career, Dyer has most often been an author of articles and book chap-
ters, so this is also a rare monograph length contribution.

There are some unavoidable limitations. Dyer has had to focus his considerations on
the development of the Latin Liturgy and particularly the Mass, rather than wider read-
ing practices among the Eastern churches, in Jewish synagogues, or even in the diverse
contexts of medieval Islam. Latin lectors were hardly alone in their practices of singing
and reverence. Enthusiasts for the medieval Latin Office, too, are left with only a few
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morsels to enjoy in this book. The focus is upon the Middle Ages, of course, but the
topic requires Dyer’s gaze to sweep across developments from Late Antiquity onward.
Some generalizing remarks are therefore necessary, though in his introduction, he
rightly admits that he “cannot presume to have covered adequately all dimensions”
of the relevant history (13). I fear that some users of this text will still take the book
as just that sort of manual, as Dyer freely draws on comments from reformers, church
fathers, modern liturgists, and late medieval resources like The Lay Folkes Mass Book.
But this is unavoidable and cannot be seen as a criticism. The volume is an absolute
delight to read, as well as a considerable resource. I hope it enjoys a wide audience.

Zachary Guiliano
University of Oxford
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Risk, Emotions, and Hospitality in the Christianization of the Baltic
Rim, 1000–1300. By Wojtek Jezierski. Early European Research 17.
Turnhout: Brepols Publishers, 2022. 356 pp. €50.00 hardback;
€50.00 e-book.

The book by Wojtek Jezierski investigates how risk, danger, and uncertainty were expe-
rienced by missionary and crusader societies and communities and local populations in
the Baltic Sea region during its Christianization between c. 1000 and 1300. These
themes are explored through more “tangible” and thus registered in available primary
sources descriptions of emotions and practices of hospitality.

In a long introductory first chapter, the author goes into detail about the research
methods and tools which he adopted or crafted for his investigations. The second,
also introductory, chapter briefly discusses previous scholarship on the conquest and
conversion of the Baltic region. Rather than trying to comprehensively outline the
vast body of research, Jezierski focuses on positioning his own investigations and high-
lighting their novelty. Similarly, rather than characterizing particular primary sources,
the author paid more attention to his and previous researchers’ approaches to them.
It was a good decision, given that the analyzed sources are well-known among medie-
valists and were frequently revisited.

The book comprises six “main” analytical chapters arranged in chronological order,
which can be read separately. Some of those chapters are built upon the author’s pre-
viously published scholarly pieces, which are clearly stated in the acknowledgements.
Despite this, useful cross-references were introduced in all the chapters, which helps
the reader to better navigate the book and allowed the author to avoid unnecessary
repetitions.

The third chapter demonstrates how hagiographers and chroniclers living and writ-
ing around the Baltic Sea, such as Rimbert, Adam of Bremen, Helmold of Bosau, and
Henry of Livonia, perceived and described fear and terror experienced (and sometimes
inspired by) missionaries evangelizing pagan peoples. Jezierski makes interesting points.
According to some of those medieval authors, not every missionary had to live up to the
alleged fearlessness of St Ansgar. Authors who experienced the threat of heathens first
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