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A d v a n c e d technologies a t va r ious wave leng ths h a v e p r o v i d e d u s w i t h 

h igh- reso lu t ion a n d h igh -qua l i ty d a t a of t h e cen t r a l regions of n e a r b y galax-

ies a n d of t h e Mi lky W a y Ga laxy . T h e s e d a t a , b o t h for t h e G a l a x y a n d ex-

t r a g a l a c t i c cen te r s , a re n o w qu i t e su i t ab le for de ta i l ed c o m p a r a t i v e s tudy . 

T h i s I A U s y m p o s i u m w a s so o rgan ized t o e x t e n d t h e idea of t h e w o r k s h o p 

on " T h e Nuclei of N o r m a l Galax ies : Lessons from t h e G a l a c t i c C e n t e r " or-

gan ized b y R. Genze l in 1993. Here , however , ga lac t ic a s t r o n o m e r s could 

also l ea rn m u c h from ex t r aga l ac t i c . 

I n t h i s s y m p o s i u m , we a i m e d a t u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h e genera l cha rac t e r i s -

t ics of d y n a m i c s , I S M phys ics a n d m a g n e t i c fields, ac t iv i t ies inc lud ing inflow 

a n d outflow, as well as s t a r b u r s t , in t h e "ga l ac t i c c e n t e r s " . High l igh t s was 

given t o several cases for mass ive b lack holes in galaxies a n d t h e Ga laxy , 

a n d t o u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h e phys ics of nucle i a s soc ia ted w i t h b lack holes . T h e -

or i s t s have a t t e m p t e d to coheren t ly m o d e l a n d i n t e r p r e t t h e d a t a b a s e d o n 

d y n a m i c s inc lud ing N - b o d y s imu la t ions , M H D , accre t ion , a n d j e t theor ies . 

I n t r o d u c t i o n b y M. Morr i s a n d a conference s u m m a r y b y F . C o m b e s will 

he lp t h e r e a d e r s t o ge t nicely gu ided t o t h e s y m p o s i u m p r o g r a m . 

W e , t h e S O C , wou ld like t o t h a n k all t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s for t he i r inva luab le 

c o n t r i b u t i o n s to t h e mee t ings . T h e S O C cons i s ted of J . Binney, F . C o m b e s , 

R. Genze l (co-chai r ) , J . K o r m e n d y , M. Morr i s (co-chai r ) , N . Scoville, M. 

T s u b o i a n d Y. Sofue (cha i r ) . T h e s y m p o s i u m was s u p p o r t e d b y IAU C o m -

miss ion 40 ( rad io a s t r o n o m y ) , a n d c o - s u p p o r t e d b y 28 (galaxies) , a n d 33 

(s te l lar d y n a m i c s a n d ga lac t ic s t r u c t u r e ) , a n d t h e p r o p o s i n g divis ion was 

X ( rad io a s t r o n o m y ) . W e t h a n k t h e divis ion p re s iden t a n d t h e commiss ion 

cha i rpe r sons , as well as t h e I A U p res iden t , genera l a n d v ice-genera l secre-

t a r i e s , for t he i r s u p p o r t a n d e n c o u r a g e m e n t s . P a r t i c u l a r t h a n k s a re d u e t o 

t h e L O C K y o t o : w i t h o u t t he i r he lp , t h i s s y m p o s i u m w o u l d n ' t h a v e b e e n 

so successful. T h e I A U a n d L O C g r a n t s were very helpful t o inv i te m a n y 

of t h e key speaker s . Final ly , ou r specia l t h a n k s a re d u e t o Dr . Y . T a k e d a , 

w h o h a s ex tens ive ly h e l p e d us in ed i t ing t h e p roceed ings m a n u s c r i p t s . 

Yoshiaki Sofue, 1997 
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