PREFACE

Advanced technologies at various wavelengths have provided us with
high-resolution and high-quality data of the central regions of nearby galax-
ies and of the Milky Way Galaxy. These data, both for the Galaxy and ex-
tragalactic centers, are now quite suitable for detailed comparative study.
This IAU symposium was so organized to extend the idea of the workshop
on "The Nuclei of Normal Galaxies: Lessons from the Galactic Center” or-
ganized by R. Genzel in 1993. Here, however, galactic astronomers could
also learn much from extragalactic.

In this symposium, we aimed at understanding the general characteris-
tics of dynamics, ISM physics and magnetic fields, activities including inflow
and outflow, as well as starburst, in the ”galactic centers”. Highlights was
given to several cases for massive black holes in galaxies and the Galaxy,
and to understanding the physics of nuclei associated with black holes. The-
orists have attempted to coherently model and interpret the data based on
dynamics including N-body simulations, MHD, accretion, and jet theories.
Introduction by M. Morris and a conference summary by F. Combes will
help the readers to get nicely guided to the symposium program.
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