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INTRODUCTION 

This volume contains the Proceedings of IAU Symposium No. 23, " Astronomical Observations from 
Space Vehicles " which was held at Liege, Belgium, August 17-20, 1964 under the joint sponsorship of the 
IAU and COSPAR. The following individuals served as members of the scientific Organizing Committee. 
The seven IAU representatives also comprised the Organizing Committee of Commission 44, which made 
the original proposal to hold the symposium. 

IAU : L. GOLDBERG, A. G. MASSEVITCH, J . E. BLAMONT, H. E. BUTLER, H. G. K I E N L E , P . SWINGS, 
H. C. VAN DE HULST. 

COSPAR : H. FRIEDMAN, J . ROSCH. 
The subject matter of the symposium was divided among seven sessions, each with a separate chair­

man who had full responsibihty for the content and organization of his session. The success of the 
symposium owes a great deal to the chairmen of the sessions, both for the wisdom they displayed in 
selecting the speakers and for their firmness m holding them to the allotted times. 

I know that the participants would also want to join me in expressing warm thanks to the IAU and to 
UNESCO for providing generous support for travel to the symposium, and to the local Organizing Com­
mittee headed by Dr. P. SWINGS, CHAIRMAN, and Mrs. BOSMAN-CRESPIN, Secretary, for the generosity and 
graciousness of the local arrangements and hospitality. We wish especially to thank the Provincial Gover­
nor, M. P. CLERDENT, the Mayor M. DESTENAI, and the Rector of the University, MM. DUBUISSON for the 
receptions each offered and the Grand Bazar Department Store for the magnificent closing dinner. 

Finally, I wish to thank Dr. STEINBERG for serving as Editor of these Proceedings and for the great 
rapidity with which completed manuscripts were published in the Annales d:Astrophysique. 

L£o GOLDBERG. 
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