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Aboriginal and Spanish
Colonial Trinidad

A Study in Culture Contact
Linda A. Newson

August 1976, x + 344pp.
£9.80/824.75 0.12.517450.0

When Trinidad was discovered by Columbus in 1498, the
island was inhabited by essentially egalitarian tropical rain-
forest tribes, who lived on the products of shifting cultivation,
hunting, fishing and collecting. This book is a detailed study,
based on primary archival and archaeological sources, of the
cultural changes that occurred in Trinidad under Spanish
colonial rule, resulting in the replacement of the indian
subsistence economy by commercial agriculture, and the
emergence of a multiracial stratified society.

Few studies on the impact of Spanish colonialism have looked,
as this does, at geographically remote areas of the Empire, or
have compared the effects of different institutions, such as the
encomienda and the mission, on an indigenous population.
Although this study is for practical reasons non-comparative,
it is hoped that it will be able to identify cultural patterns

and processes that are paralleled in other parts of the Spanish
Empire and as such throw light on the culture-contact
process in general.

Contents

Introduction. Methods and sources. Aboriginal Trinidad.
The indian occupation of the island. Trinidad on the eve of
discovery. Spanish Discovery and Conquest 1498-1592.
Sixteenth-century Trinidad: a military base for El Dorado.
The initial impact of discovery and conquest: demographic
disaster. Spanish Colonisation 1592-1776. Institutions of
colonisation. The Spanish republic. The indian republic.
Spanish Colonial Reorganisation 1776-1797. The advent of
liberalisation. Trinidad rediscovered : the impact of new
colonisation schemes. Conclusion.

Academic Press
London New York San Francisco
A Subsidiary of Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Publishers

24-28 Oval Road, London NW1, England
111 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10003, USA
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Mexico and the United States in the

Oil Controversy, 1917-1924
Translated by MURIEL VASCONCELOS

This book explores the relationship between the U.S. and Mexico during
the first half of the twentieth century, with special attention to the
Mexican nationalisation of the oil industry. This work not only
describes the political and economic struggle between the Mexican
government and the U.S. oil companies but also serves to illustrate in
general the nature of dependency between Latin American countries
and the U.S. It will be of interest not only to Mexican specialists but
also to diplomatic and economics historians.

Texas forthcoming 1 chart 4 tables 384 pages £15-00

The Maya of Guatemala
Their Life and Dress
CARMEN L. PETERSEN

The Maya Quiche Indian of Guatemala is pictured here as he lives
today against the background of his long history and continuing
struggle to retain his customs and integrity. With the informative text
printed in both English and Spanish, the author has provided vivid
portraits not only of the splendid Mayan garments and weaving but of
the Mayan himself—what he looks like and how he lives.

Washington 1977 74 colour jllus. 14 black and white drawings
280 pages £30-00

Religion and Revolution in Peru,
1824-1976

JERFFREY L. KLAIBER

The aim of this study is to examine the interaction between the religious
world views of the reformist elite and the Peruvian lower classes from
the time of independence in 1824 up to and including the reformist
military government that took power in 1968. It presents an interpretive
overview of how the integration of reformist politics and popular
religious beliefs has altered the outlook of many Peruvians in their
modern history.

Notre Dame forthcoming 240 pages £11-25

For further information and catalogues please write to:

Publicity Manager, American University Publishers Group Ltd.,
70 Great Russell Street, London, WC1B 3BY. Tel: 01 405 0182

American University Publishers Group Ltd.
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New Books on Latin America

Race and Class in Colonial Qaxaca

Jobn K. Chance. The central concern of this study of changing
social stratification in the city of Oaxaca is the development
and function of the sisterna de castas—the system of ranked
ethnic statuses, encoded in Spanish law, that emerged in
response to the growth of the New World’s racially mixed
population. Rejecting previous interpretations of the system,
the author uses a wealth of new anthropological and historical
data to demonstrate that it was far from static throughout the
three centuries of colonial rule, and much less rigid than
commonly supposed. $14.00

Minas Gerais in the

Brazilian Federation, 1889-1937

Jobn D. Wirth. This is the first of three independent but coor-
dinated studies on Brazilian regionalism from the beginning of
the Republic to the establishment of Getulio Vargas® Estado
Novo in 1937. The author analyzes the complex social and
political structure of Minas Gerais, with an emphasis on the
role of political elites who, while wielding great political influ-
ence, found it difficult to attain regional coherence in the face
of the powerful economic forces that drew the state toward
Sao Paulo. $17.50

Stanford University Press
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The State and Economic
Development in Latin America

Proceedings of a Conference held at Cambridge in December, 1976

Edited by
E. V. K. FITZGERALD

E. FLOTO
A. D. LEHMANN

Occasional Paper: 1

Published by the Centre of Latin American Studies, University of
Cambridge. Includes contributions by F. H. Cardoso, C. Fortin,
M. Mummis, P. O’Brien, G. O’Donnell, etc.

Available from the Centre of Latin American Studies, History Faculty
Building, West Road, Cambridge, CB3 9EF.
Price: £2.50 plus postage.
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