
Notes on the Contributors

Tanella Boni was born in 1954 in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire. She attended primary
school and the early years of secondary in the north of the country, then the lycée in
Abidjan. She continued her higher education in Toulouse then in Paris (docteur 
d’État ès lettres). For the last 15 years Tanella Boni has been living in Abidjan with
her family. She is a lecturer in philosophy at the University of Abidjan and was
President of the Association des Écrivains de Côte d’Ivoire from 1991 to 1997.
Among her publications are: Une vie de crabe, 1990; Les Baigneurs du Lac Rose, 1995
(novels); Labyrinthe, 1984; Grain de sable, 1993; Il n’y a pas de parole heureuse, 1997 
(poetry); ‘Peau de sel’, a short story in Les Chaînes de l’esclavage, 1998, etc. Address: c/o
Diogenes, ICPHS, UNESCO, 1, rue Miollis, 75015 Paris, France.

Abdelwahab Bouhdiba is President of the Académie Tunisienne des Lettres, des
Sciences et des Arts, the European Academy of Letters, Science and Arts, as well as
the Cairo and Damascus Arabic Academies. Professor of Islamic and Maghreb
Sociology at the Universities of Tunis, he has published many books, some of which
have been translated into several languages: Criminalité et changements sociaux; À la
recherche des normes perdues; Raisons d’être; L’Imaginaire maghrébin; Quêtes sociologiques;
La Sexualité et l’Islam, etc. Address: c/o Diogenes.

Giordana Charuty is an ethnologist of Europe and has been successively director
of research at the CNRS and director of studies at the École Pratique des Hautes
Études V, holder of the chair of ‘Ethnologie religieuse de l’Europe’. She was a 
member of the Toulouse Centre for Anthropology (EHESS–CNRS), then the
Nanterre Laboratoire d’ethnologie et de sociologie comparative (CNRS–Université
de Paris X). Publications: Le couvent des fous. L’internement et ses usages en Languedoc
aux XIXe et XXe siècles, 1985; (editor) Nel paese del tempo. Antropologia dell’Europa 
cristiana, 1995; Mariage, folie et mort. Pratiques chrétiennes de la folie en Europe occi-
dentale, 1997. She has published many articles in Ethnologie française, L’Homme,
Terrain, Le Débat, Gradhiva, etc. Address: École Pratique des Hautes Études, 45, rue des
Écoles, F-75005 Paris, France. [email: charuty.gior@freesurf.fr]

Micheline Galley is honorary director of research at the Centre National de la
Recherche Scientifique, and is a field researcher. An ethnologist of the Arab world,
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she has worked mainly in North Africa and Malta on literatures from the oral tradi-
tion (Arabic dialects) and especially the Geste hilalienne, life stories, agrarian rituals
and folk art. Among her books is: Maria Calleja’s Gozo, Utah University Press and
UNESCO, 1994. From 1972 to 1987, she was general secretary of the International
Association for the Study of Mediterranean Civilizations and organized interdisci-
plinary meetings on the topic of contacts between Mediterranean cultures, super-
vising publication of their proceedings (Algiers 1973, 1978 and Tunis 1985). Her
latest book is Le figuier magique, 2003. Address [email: m.galley@noos.fr]

Vincent Goossaert was born in Dunkirk (France) in 1969. He is a historian of
Chinese society and religion at CNRS and is vice-director of the GSRL (Groupe de
Sociologie des Religions et de la Laïcité). He wrote his PhD dissertation (at EPHE) on
the early history of the Taoist Quanzhen order (1170–1368), under the supervision of
Kristopher Schipper. After an essay on Chinese religion (Dans les temples de la Chine,
2000) and an edited volume on anticlericalism in China (Extrême-Orient Extrême-
Occident, 2002), he has written two forthcoming books on the Chinese beef taboo and
the Taoist clergy in Peking, 1800–1949. He is a member of several editorial commit-
tees (Archives de Sciences Sociales des Religions, Extrême-Orient Extrême-Occident) and
editorial secretary for Sanjiao wenxian. Address: GSRL, 59–61, rue Pouchet, 75849 Paris
Cedex 17, France. [email: goossaer@ext.jussieu.fr]

Rosa Guerreiro was born in Rio de Janeiro in 1952. She studied at Geneva
University (degree in medieval history and Islamology) and wrote her thesis for
Paris–IV Sorbonne on the culture and civilizations of the Iberian peninsula from the
transition from late antiquity to the height of the Middle Ages. She was awarded a
certificate from the École Pratique des Hautes Études, Section IV, in codicology
(History and Philology). A researcher attached to the CNRS (laboratoire Lenain de
Tillemont–History of Religions) at Paris–IV Sorbonne and invited lecturer at the
École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales (EHESS), she has taught at the EHESS
on the transmission of the cultures and knowledge of the three cultural communities
of the Iberian peninsula (Jews, Christians and Muslims) and the circulation of 
manuscripts and work in medieval scriptoria. Since 1995 she has been a UNESCO
Programme specialist (dialogue between religions and cultures in the Intercultural
Dialogue Division). Address: UNESCO, 1, rue Miollis, 75014 Paris, France. [email:
r.guerreiro@unesco.org]

Jean-Luc Lambert is an ethnologist and lecturer on religious movements in the
Russian and Russianized world (18th–21st centuries) in the Section des sciences
religieuses at the École Pratique des Hautes Études. His research is particuliarly 
concerned with forms of religious interaction in Russia. He is the author of Sortir de
la Nuit: essai sur le chamanisme nganassane (Arctique sibérien), 2002–3 [Études
Mongoles et Sibériennes nos 33–4]. Address: École Pratique des Hautes Études, 45,
rue des Écoles, F-75005 Paris, France. [email: jvlamber@club-internet.fr]

Matthew T. Kapstein is Professor of the History and Philosophy of Religions in the
Divinity School, University of Chicago, and Director of Studies at the École Pratique
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des Hautes Études, Paris. He has degrees in Sanskrit (University of California,
Berkeley) and philosophy (Brown University, Providence). Among his books are:
The Tibetan Assimilation of Buddhism: Conversion, Contestation, and Memory, 2000;
Reason’s Traces: Identity and Interpretation in Indian and Tibetan Buddhist Thought, 
2001; and, with the anthropologist Melvyn C. Goldstein, Buddhism in Contemporary
Tibet: Religious Revival and Cultural Identity, 1998. More recently he has edited The
Presence of Light: Divine Radiance and Religious Experience, 2004. Address: École
Pratique des Hautes Études, 45, rue des Écoles, F-75005 Paris, France. [email: 
m-kapstein@uchicago.edu]

Renée Koch Piettre lectures at the École Pratique des Hautes Études, Paris. A 
specialist in the religions of ancient Greece, she wrote her thesis on Greek epiphanies
(Le corps des dieux dans les épiphanies divines en Grèce ancienne), and will shortly pub-
lish a monograph entitled Comment peut-on être dieu? L’anthropomorphisme divin dans
l’épicurisme antique (Paris, Belin, 2005). During her teaching at the University Charles-
de-Gaulle – Lille 3, she contributed in particular to the review Uranie, Mythes et 
littératures (1996–2003). She is co-editor of a forthcoming volume on sacrifice in
ancient Mediterranean societies (La cuisine et l’autel, Turnhout, Brepols, 2004). Her
research is currently concerned with the epistemology in religious studies. Address:
École Pratique des Hautes Études, 45, rue des Écoles, F-75005 Paris, France. [email:
reneekp@wanadoo.fr]

Arnaud Sérandour carries out research at the Institut d’Études Sémitiques in the
Collège de France and teaches at the École Pratique des Hautes Études (Paris).
Specializing in the Bible (Old Testament), he has studied particularly the prophetic
texts. A contributor to several specialized journals (Transeuphratène, Revue des études
juives, Semitica), he is currently preparing two books for publication, Les visions du
prophète Zacharie, miroirs des institutions de Judée, and Les livres d’Esdras et de Néhémie,
des textes aux institutions. Address: Institut d’Études Sémitiques, Collège de France, 52,
rue du Cardinal Lemoine, 75231 Paris, France. [email: arnaud.serandour@college-de-
France.fr]

Kwasi Wiredu who was born in Ghana, studied at Ghana and Oxford Universities.
He is professor of philosophy at the University of South Florida and is interested in
the philosophy of logic, epistemology, metaphysics and, of course, African philoso-
phy. He has been visiting professor at the universities of California, Los Angeles;
Ibadan, Nigeria; Richmond, Virginia; Carleton College, Minnesota; and Duke, North
Carolina. Among his publications are: Philosophy and an African Culture, 1981;
Cultural Universals and Particulars: An African Perspective, 1996; A Companion to African
Philosophy, 2004; as well as several articles on logic, epistemology and African 
philosophy in various specialist journals in Africa, UK, Europe and USA. Address:
Department of Philosophy, University of South Florida, Tampa, FL 33620, USA.
[email: kwiredu@cas.usf.edu]

Haïm Zafrani died on 31 March 2004 after publication of this issue of Diogenes in
French and while the English translation was in preparation. He was emeritus pro-
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fessor of the Université de Paris VIII where he directed the department of Hebrew
and Jewish civilization as well as two research groups in the university and the
CNRS. He chaired the panel for the agrégation in Hebrew from 1981 to 1988 and was
appointed as an expert to the university assessment board in 1989 and 1994. He was
the author of a large number of books and more than 150 articles on Jewish thought,
literatures and languages in the Muslim West. Two international scientific prizes
were awarded to some of these works. He was a corresponding member of the
Académie du Royaume du Maroc and Fellow of the Institute for Advanced Studies
(Hebrew University, Jerusalem). Publications: Pédagogie juive en terre d’Islam, 1969;
Les Juifs du Maroc, vie sociale, économique et religieuse, Tagganot et Responsa, 1972; Poésie
juive en Occident musulman, 1977; Littératures dialectales et populaires juives en Occident
musulman, 1980; Mille ans de vie juive au Maroc, 1983; Kabbale, vie mystique et magie,
1986; Éthique et mystique, 1991; Juifs d’Andalousie et du Maghreb, 1996; Traditions 
poétiques et musicales juives en Occident musulman, 1998; Deux mille ans de vie juive au
Maroc, 1998; Le monde de la légende, 2003. Address: Correspondence about this article
should be sent to the journal editor.
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