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that the tradition of his communion, which is 
one of ‘moderation, discretion, balance and 
humaneness’, needs to be complemented by 
the elements of the ‘absurd, the paradoxical, 
the extreme’ to be found in other churches. 
However, all contributors write in a con- 
ciliatory spirit, though ingrained prejudices do 
not easily die out. The first essay: ‘Holiness in 
the Continuing Tradition’ places the subject in 
a contemporary setting and calls for ‘a new 
understanding of how the seeds of wholeness 
might be coaxed to grow amongst a much wider 
section of the population’. 

Father Evdokimov’s study of the Holy 
Spirit in the Orthodox tradition is a great 
advance on Vladimir Lossky’s Mystical Thology 
of the Eastern Church (1944). I t  bears witness to 
the range and depth of ecumenical studies 
pursued since that publication. This has borne 
fruit not only in the author’s understanding of 
the West, but also in his attempt to reach a 
standpoint whence historically based differences 
of approach to the Divine Mysteries can be seen 
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CREATIVE IMAGINATION IN THE SUFISM OF IBN ‘ARABi, by Henry Corbin. Rou 
Kegan Paul, 1969.406 pp. 24.75. 

Professor Henry Corbin has dedicated much 
of his life to the study of the Persian mystics of 
the twelfth century and after who wrote 
principally in prose (both Arabic and Persian) 
and who had been largely forgotten both in 
their native land and elsewhere. The centre of 
his studies has been the martyred mystic 
ShihPbaddin Yahy5 al-Suhrawardi al-Maqtiil 
(‘the one who was killed’), the founder of the 
so-called Ishriiqi school of mysticism who 
flourished in the twelfth century. 

By any standards Suhrawardi is obscure, 
and this perhaps accounts for the fact that he 
has for so long been neglected. This has not 
deterred Professor Corbin who has, in col- 
laboration with Iranian scholars of repute, 
produced a whole series of editions of authors 
of the Ishrsqi school under the auspices of the 
d@arternent d‘iranologie de Pinstitut f r a q a i s  de 
recherche. The present work is based on lectures 
delivered at the Eranos Tagungen and published 
in the Jahrbiicher xxiv and xxv (1955-6). In 
these lectures Corbin turned his attention to 
Ibn ‘Arabi, the great Andalusian mystic who 
was a later contemporary of Suhnvardi and 
who exercised a tremendous influence on 
subsequent mystical writing throughout the 
entire Muslim world. 

Ibn ‘Arabi is also a most illusive author and, 
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. The following sentence (p. 206) may Few people will have learnt much about Ibn 
s an example of the author’s thought ‘Arabi after reading 283 pages of this sort of 

thing. Ibn ‘Arabi is quite obscure enough: 
renewed, recurrent creation is in every Corbin succeeds in making him even more 
Manifestation (izhir) of the Divine obscure. Some of his translations, especially 

manifesting ad infnitum the possible from the Persian, are decidedly odd. 
sin which He essentializes His being. R. C. ZAEHNER 
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