An invitation to join

THE BROWNING INSTITUTE

After Elizabeth’s death in their Florentine
apartment on 29 June 1861, Robert Browning
commissioned the above painting, Salon at
Casa Guidi, by his friend George Mignaty. Since
the painting (now in the Goewey Collection of
Mills College Library)provides a remarkably de-
tailed record of the room’s appearance in 1861, it
is one of the chief sources of evidence being used
by the Browning Institute, which owns Casa
Guidi, in plans for restoration. Today the Brown-
ing rooms are open once more to the public, and
by joining the Browning Institute you can con-
tribute to the restoration of Casa Guidi as a mu-
seum and study center.

Members (except Student Members and For-
eign Members) receive a free copy of Browning
Institute Studies, and all members are placed on
the mailing list of Through Casa Guidi Win-
dows: The Bulletin of the Browning Institute. In
addition, members are entitled to discounts on
other publications of the Institute.

The Browning Institute is a nonprofit organiza-
tion chartered in the State of New York. A copy
of the last annual report of the Institute filed with
the New York Department of State may be ob-
tained upon request by writing to the Office of
Charities Registration, Department of State,
Office Tower, Empire State Plaza, Albany, N.Y.
12242, or to The Browning Institute, Inc. at the
address below.

The following categories of membership are
available: Life Membership, $1000: Sponsor,
$250; Contributing, $100; Sustaining, $30:
REGULAR, $17.50; Library, $17.50; Student,
$3; Foreign (except Canada), $5; Browning So-
cieties and cultural organizations, $1 per active
member; Corporate, $250 (minimum). Dues and
contributions are tax-deductible.

Send dues and contributions to: The Browning
Institute, Inc., Box 2983, Grand Central Station,
New York, N.Y. 10163.
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The Browning Collections
A Reconstruction
With Other Memorabilia

The Library, First Works, Presentation Volumes, Manuscripts,
Likenesses, Works of Art, Household & Personal Effects, and Other
Association Items of Robert & Elizabeth Barrett Browning.

Compiled by
PHILIP KELLEY & BETTY A. COLEY

An Indispensable New Tool for Browning Scholarship

In 1913 it took Sotheby’s of London six
days to auction away the vast collection of
possessions accumulated by Robert and
Elizabeth Barrett Browning and by their son,
Pen. who had died in the previous year. The
“bible” of that sale was Sotheby’s me-
ticulously drawn-up catalogue known as
The Browning Collections. Compiler-editors
Kelley and Coley, in their Reconstruction,
began with that catalogue and went on to
develop a definitive list of primary Browning
source material.

Besides breaking down large Sotheby lots
into separate items, they have searched the
world for Browning-related books and objects
that were not included in the sale. The result
is an amazing picture of the Brownings’ wide-
ranging interests, literary connections, and
way of life.

The listing includes books and magazines
which made up the Brownings’ library, auto-
graph manuscripts, proofsheets, likenesses of
the poets, works of art, furniture, household
items, and personal effects. Also included are
works of the Brownings’ son, who was a
talented artist and sculptor—plus manuscripts

and drawings by Robert Browning, Sr., schol-
arly father of the poet, who was a tireless
sketcher. Cited too are Browning works
owned by other famous personages, given in
many instances by the Brownings themselves.
In all, nearly 7,000 items are listed. Half of
these have been located in 237 collections.

Each listing in the new publication gives an
identification of the item, inscription if any,
editorial comment if needed, provenance in-
formation, and present location if known.

Added to all this are background materials
on the Brownings, first-line indices of manu-
scripts, exhaustive appendices for cross-refer-
ence, and a 60-page index. Thirty-two plates
illustrate over 200 items.

If you want to know where to find Brown-
ing’s copy of Arnold’s Empedocles on Etna,
or Susan B. Anthony’s cherished copy of
Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s Aurora Leigh,
this book will tell you. These are two small
examples from a virtually endless list of facts
made available to the Browning enthusiast.

This work is an indispensable new research
tool—one whose uses will take many years
fully to realize and exploit.
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THE LETTERS OF ELIZABETH
BARRETT BROWNING TO
MARY RUSSELL MITFORD
1836-1854
Edited by Meredith B. Raymond
and Mary Rose Sullivan

In all, 497 letters — the largest number Elizabeth
wrote to a single correspondent — have been
traced; and for the first time the entire collection
is presented in full, with scholarly introduction,
detailed annotations, and an index. Miss Mit-
ford said of the letters: ““It was really talk, fire-
side talk, neither better nor worse, assuming a
form of permanence — gossip daguerrotyped.”
Three volumes. A co-publication with Wedge-
stone Press.

Cloth: $160.00; non-library members’

price, $128.00.

THE BROWNINGS OF CASA
GUIDI
Edward C. McAleer

A brief account of the Brownings’ life together
and of the house that was their home. “Edward
C. McAleer’s captivating little text, absolutely
the best of its kind, serves as a guidebook to the
domestic Brownings. . . . concise, lucid and
graceful. . . . His book is intended for intelligent
readers relatively unfamiliar with the terrain;
but even the specialist will come across items
forgotten or overlooked” (Boston Globe). 11-
lustrated.

Cloth: $13.25 plus handling charge;

members’ price $10.60 plus handling

charge. Paperback: Out of stock.

THE BROWNINGS’
CORRESPONDENCE:
A CHECKLIST
Compiled by Philip Kelley
and Ronald Hudson

This much-needed census of the correspond-
ence of Robert and Elizabeth Barrett Browning
contains information on more than 10,000 let-
ters written by or addressed to the poets, with a
full index. *“ A major reference work which every
scholar in Victorian literature should consult™

(Studies in Browning). A co-publication with
Wedgestone Press.
Cloth: $95.00; non-library members’
price, $65.00.

BROWNING INSTITUTE
STUDIES
Edited by William S. Peterson

Browning Institute Studies, the hard-cover an-
nual of the Browning Institute, contains material
on all aspects of Victorian literary and cultural
history. Regular features include the annual bib-
liography of the Brownings and articles about
their lives and works. ‘‘Handsome format . . .
every contribution is written in lucid English . . .
a creditable production” (Browning Society
Notes). “Concentrates on the kind of hard
research which the Browning Institute is best
equipped to foster” (Victorian Poetry). Illus-
trated.
$20.50 plus handling charge; members’
price, $11.00 plus handling charge. Cur-
rent volume free with membership sub-
scription except to Student Members and
Foreign Members. BIS 11 (1983): “Vic-
torian Modernism” (Wendell S. Johnson,
Guest Editor). BIS 10 (1982): “Victorian
Classicism” (Gerhard Joseph, Guest Ed-
itor). BIS 9 (1981): “Editing the Victo-
rians” (N. John Hall, Guest Editor). BIS
8 (1980): “Victorian Medievalism,.” BIS
7 (1979): “Victorian Writers and Their
Publishers.” BIS 1-6 also available.

Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s

CASA GUIDI WINDOWS
Edited with an Introduction
and Notes by Julia Markus

This new critical edition is the first volume of
Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s poetry to be ed-
ited in accordance with modern scholarly stand-
ards. Dr. Markus argues for a reevaluation of
Mrs. Browning’s poetry, and points out the his-
torical misconceptions, aesthetic bias, and anti-
feminist prejudice that have combined to ob-
scure Mrs. Browning’s most political poem.
Includes an introduction, reliable text, histor-
ical and critical notes, and textual notes. II-
lustrated.

$8.75 plus handling charge; members’

price, $7.00 plus handling charge.
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ROBERT AND ELIZABETH

BARRETT BROWNING:

AN ANNOTATED

BIBLIOGRAPHY, 1951-1970
William S. Peterson

Anindispensable source book which fills the gap
between the standard Browning bibliography by
Broughton, Northup and Pearsall, and the an-
nual annotated Browning bibliography pub-
lished in Browning Institute Studies. Nearly
2,000 items. “No Browning library of any size
can afford to be without it” (Browning Society
Notes).

$22.50 plus handling charge; members’

price, $18.00 plus handling charge.

THE TRAGI-COMEDY OF
PEN BROWNING
Maisie Ward

A biography of the Brownings’ only child, a
boy whose early promise was never fully re-
alized. Introduction by Robert Coles. “A sen-
sitive, shrewd and charitable essay” (TLS).
Illustrated.
$6.50 plus handling charge; members’
price, $5.20 plus handling charge.

Also Available

INTERROGATING THE
ORACLE: A HISTORY OF

THE LONDON BROWNING
SOCIETY
William S. Peterson

Ohio University Press, 1969. Sale price, $2.50
plus handling charge.

TALKING ABOUT THE
BARRETTS: APROLOGUE
AND AN EPILOGUE TO THE
PLAY “THE BARRETTS OF
WIMPOLE STREET”

Edward R. Moulton-Barrett

A lecture given to Browning Society meetings in
New York and Boston. $3.00; members’ price,
$1.50. No handling charge.

LEARNED LADY: LETTERS
FROM ROBERT BROWNING
TO MRS. THOMAS
FITZGERALD, 1876-1889
Edited by Edward C. McAleer

Harvard University Press, 1966. Sale price,
$5.00 plus handling charge.

WHATEVER BECAME OF
THE “PAULINE POET”?
Peter N. Heydon

Reprinted from Browning Society Notes.
$3.00; members’ price, $1.50. No handing
charge.

The handling charge (which is subject to change) initially will be $2.50 for the first
book plus $1.50 for each additional book included in a single shipment. Send pur-
chase orders or checks (payable to the Browning Institute, Inc.) to:

THE BROWNING INSTITUTE, INC.
Box 2983, Grand Central Station, New York, N.Y. 10163
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