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It is a heartening thing that there should he so widespread a 
realisntion that the end of the war must bz the beginning of a 
struggle for a new, a happiel- anti juster sociai order. But it is one 
thing to hope vaguely that something may be done; it is quite 
another to know exactly what is to be done, aild to set about doing 
i t .  W e  need 
knowledge : because it is not enough to be acquainted with the many 
superficial evils which make our social system hideous ; we need to 
get below them, to the root disor,d8er which produces them, and to 
remedy that---we need, in other words, not ma.ny partial reforms, 
but a radicsl revolution o f  our system. \Yc need energy : because 
the evil is so deeply entrenched, and by now so much taken for 
granted us part of a normal way of life instead of a symptom af in- 
sanity, that only by the most dogged faith and tenacity can we hope 
to inove it. And in  the er,d knowledge and energy meet : for as we 
have exactly rcversed the true order of ~hiiigs (religion, et1ii.q poli- 
tics, industry, finance) and nccc! 21 Focial rcvolation precisely because 
we neec! a turn  rig-ht-about, so in  restoring the true (;o.dwartl purpose 
to life we find in the love of God the energy xvl;ich alone is sufficient 
to mow: the mountains. 

I t  
is uncven : the chapter on religion in England szem,s vague and weak, 
though it should he the centre of the whole book ; and it, is surely a 
great pity :ha[ the occasional remarks : h u t  fhc type of interna- 
tionali'm which denies nationality were not offsct by ;in explicit state- 
ment of the principles nn'd thc nc'cessury machinery o f  international 
order. .Again, if education was to be mentiorled, it is a pity that 
at least a summary stateinelit coultl not be included of the ways in 
w,hich the present educational systcni is fundamentally unsound. 
Finaliy, the book gives the impression of wandering over matter 
which, tho,ugh far indeed from irrelevant, dloes not seem to be drawn 
into a clearly unifietd argument ; and this detracts from the strength 
of the hook as R who,le. None the less, the inain linas of the argu- 
ment arc clear in themselves an(? cogcn~ly .expressed : a balanced 
rum!-urban ecoco.my, concentrating immediately on the revival of 
rural life (a com,binatioti- of large farms and small holdi.ngs, with joint 
own-rship of the larger implements) ; a rational finance, sta,te con- 
trol of credit, w,ith agrirculture and intlustry freed from fina,ncial bon- 
dage ; regional decentralisation and functional devolution ; the re- 
vitalising ,of urban life by turning- the vast amorphous agglomerations 
we c ~ l l  cities i n t o  a larger numtbcr- o f  much smaller towns, and  re- 
storing to  them thei'r proper function as marltcts for  the produce oQ 
the surround.ing countryside ; all thcse things in order that English 
tradJitions (and tradition means movement) may b.e victorbus over the 
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W e  need knowkctig-e ; and we need energy and hope. 

Th;s book should help us  consitlerably t o  s w  the issue clearly. 
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economic institutions which have been killing them, and may survive 
and freely express th,"mselves, and that England may be true to its 
gmgraphlcally- and historically-detei mined vocatioil. Unless we are 
well prepared when the call to this new struggle comes, we shall 
fail :  we h a l e  no time to lose. 

GERALD VANN, 0.P.  

MALVEHX, 1541 : 'I'he Life of the Church and ibc Order of Society: 
Being the Proceedings or the Archbishop of York's Conference. 
(Longmans; 10s. 6d.) 

I-he task oi !he Il/alverii Confertiice was to make a provisional 
syntliesis from an Anglican point of view of the group of questions, 
theological, sociological, economic and political, which are raised 
among Christians by :he breakdown of \Vestern civilisation. The 
book which records its proceedings is a serious book. I t  avoids re- 
ligious claptrap. Not once does it set doivi? the facile and vague 
plea for a renewal of  Christian spirit. Fo r  it is assumed that such 
renewal is the task and problem which the conierence will try to 
understand. 

Each contributor has a definite work to do in  ' attempting to dis- 
cover the essential nature of' the problem ' in hi5 allotted sector of 
the kast field covered by the Conference. '1 here a re  no icatlj-made 
nnswers, and anyonc nho is looking €or a blue print of a Christian 
,post-war England will find it difficult after reading the book to sus- 
tain so complacent a level of expectation. 

The list or contributors is a brilliant one, incluclLng the present 
.1rchbishop of Canterbury, 1'. S. Eliot, Maurice 13. lieckitt and 
9oro thy  Sayers. There is what Eric Gill called ' a >\calth of worldly 
and other-worldly wisdom ' from W. G. Peck and V. A. Dcniant, 
but in ihe opinion 01 the preaeiit reviewer the two outstanding con- 
tiibutions are tliose of 1). &I. Mackinnon and J. hlicldleton Murry. 
I t  seems evident that D. &I. Mackinnon, whose recent book, God 
tlie Li'Jmg and Ihe True,  deserved all the attention it got, is one 
of the lieene,t theologians in this country, poised, and a t  present not 
very securely poised, between the highly developed Thomist syn- 
thesis of the A2Sb& L'enido and the crisis theology o f  Kierkegaard 
and Barth. However, his desire to rcalise among Glirisfians ' a  
spiritual tension that is well-nigh intolerable ' 5eefl15 to have less 
strictly theohgical import than the spiritual aiixiety of the  last few 
years may have led a sensitive mind to suppose. 

Middleton rYIurry's short contribution-it is the straightest piece 
ot spezking in the book-shows a quite staggering contrast with the 
last days of his editorship of the ildelphi. ?'he centre of gravity is 
changed, the. old crippling sell-consciousiiess is gone, and  the con- 
viction that the present social order is qiiite radically anti-Christian 
cc)mes forward in his writing with vastly in,.reased Iorce. 
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