
the long-term influence – into the early eighteenth century – of Wujek’s Polish-
language Postilla catholica, published in  in response to the proliferation of
‘heretical’ writings in Polish, and of the texts of the Lutheran Samuel
Dambrowski, especially his Postylla chrzesćijanśka [Christian postil] of –. It
transpires that Dambrowski’s reflections on the Passion of Christ owed much to
Wujek’s Passion of .

Marta Wojtkowska-Maksymik tackles the question ‘Can devotion be taught?’ by
focusing on the Cracovian Calvinist publisher Maciej Wirzbięta’s Elementaria insti-
tutio Latini sermonis et pietatis christianae (). This primer for learning Latin
and Polish also taught prayers and good and pious conduct. Historians may well
find Dainora Pociūtė’s chapter the most valuable in the volume. She begins in
 with the public apostasy from the anti-Trinitarian Polish Brethren and con-
version to Catholicism of the physician Gaspar Wilkowski. Having analysed the
polemic in print between Gaspar and his anti-Trinitarian father Balcer, Pociūtė
explores the circle of exiled Italian ‘heretic physicians’ who exercised a monopoly
of medical practice at the court of King Stephen Báthory. Because the root of the
problem (lamented by papal nuncios) was the Jesuits’ neglect of medical educa-
tion, Wilkowski’s conversion was all the more welcome to them. He found well-
remunerated employment with the most prominent Catholic convert in the
Grand Duchy of Lithuania: Mikołaj Radziwiłł ‘the Orphan’. To sum up, Beyond
devotion offers early modern scholars of religion and literature eleven valuable
chapters, but they are not welded into a coherent whole.

WIOLETTA PAWLIKOWSKATADEUSZ MANTEUFFEL INSTITUTE OF HISTORY,
POLISH ACADEMY OF SCIENCES,
WARSAW

The Jesuit mission in early modern Ireland, –. Edited by Mary Ann Lyons and
Brian Mac Cuarta. Pp.  incl.  ills. Dublin: Four Courts Press, . £.
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Most of the research in this interesting new collection is based entirely or in part on
the epistolary archives of the Irish Jesuit mission, which comprise the Society’s ex
officio correspondence (The Jesuit Irish mission: a calendar of correspondence, –
, ed. V. Moynes, Dublin ) and the annual letters sent to the superior
general in Rome (Irish Jesuit annual letters, –, ed. V. Moynes, Dublin
). These archival series reflect aspects of the Jesuit ministry in Ireland, such
as the interactions of the missionaries with local communities, and Jesuit culture
and institutions. In the introduction to this book, the editors Mary Ann Lyons
and Brian Mac Cuarta outline the scholarly context behind the conception of
this collection, which stands as the latest instalment of an ambitious archival and
publication project, aiming to represent a gateway onto further research.

The two essays opening the collection examine the second and the third Irish
Jesuit missions respectively. Through the correspondence of William Good,
Alexander G. DeWitt and Thomas M. McCoog explore the challenges and
dangers connected with establishing schools and making the mission grow in the
difficult context of the mid- to late s. Starting from Good’s fragmentary

 JOURNAL OF ECCLES I A ST ICAL H I STORY

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022046923001513 Published online by Cambridge University Press

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog?doi=https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022046923001513&domain=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022046923001513


letters, the authors construct an unforgettable picture of this pioneering enterprise
and the toll it took on Good and his companions. The context of the third mission
is explored by Colm Lennon, who illuminates the manifold forms of interaction
between urban communities and the missionaries. The support that the Jesuits,
often of Irish origin, enjoyed from urban and familiar networks in the post-
Tridentine context was unprecedented, but as it entailed the domestication of
worship it also posed challenges to their identity as missionaries.

The next essay focusses on the source materials with Jason Harris’s skilful ana-
lysis of the style of the Irish annual letters. Grounded on a careful reconstruction
of the ‘Jesuit approach to Latin style’ (p. ), and using Christopher Holywood’s
letters as a case study, Harris shows that an appreciation of their language and rhet-
oric is key to a better understanding of these texts as sources. Sermons were
another fundamental expression of Jesuit missionary culture, often advertised in
the annual letters. Though preaching in opposition to the state Church required
extreme caution, Bernadette Cunningham argues that the Jesuits’ interactions
with the local communities and clergy were extensive, and that preaching was in
fact one of the channels contributing to the long-term impact of the counter-
Reformation in early modern Ireland. In the next essay, Mary Ann Lyons explores
a largely uncharted dimension of the interaction between the missionaries and
local communities by focussing on women’s engagement with the Society. The
patronage of Elizabeth FitzGerald, discussed in the first part of the essay, provides
evidence of specific ways in which women of high standing supported the mission,
but, as Lyons shows, engagement extended far beyond this, from women’s involve-
ment in catechising activities to Jesuits’ support of domestic life, child bearing and
child rearing.

Jesuit culture is at the core of the next two essays. Raymond Gillespie sheds light
on the role of music in the Irish mission, arguing that, contrary to our current
understanding, the musical experience of Jesuit Ireland was rich and nuanced,
although the clandestine nature of worship in this context might have hampered
some developments and experiences. Brian Jackson studies religious controversy,
using it as a lens for the exploration of the dynamics between centre and periphery
within the Society as an institution. Taking the writings of the Irish Jesuit Henry
Fitzsimon as a case study, Jackson situates his disputes with James Ussher,
Meredith Hanmer and John Rider within the developments of Catholic controver-
sial writing in English. Focussing on a fascinating manuscript that Fitzsimon pre-
pared for publication, he explains how Jesuits working in England and Ireland
pursued common goals though they may appear ‘to be pulling in different
directions’ (p. ).

The dynamics of Jesuit conversions in Caroline Ireland are examined in
compelling detail by Brian Mac Cuarta. Through his study of an exceptionally
well-documented case of a family of the colonial elite, Mac Cuarta illuminates
the role of the Jesuit missionaries in supporting and guiding conversions, as well
as the far-reaching social, political and financial consequences of conversions in
extended family networks. Exorcisms represented another form of engagement
of the Jesuits with local lay communities, and they were duly recorded in the
annual letters as an important part of their evangelical mission. Alma O’Donnell
examines this evidence, revealing surprising trends and astutely situating them
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in context. Her close analysis of some reports highlights the role of Jesuits not just
as exorcists and promoters of conversions, but also as ‘healers’ who could mitigate
the emotional and psychic pain of the victims of ‘demonic’ attacks.

The two essays closing the collection focus on Jesuit educational institutions.
Martin Foerster’s engaging study charts the establishment of Jesuit schools in
Ireland after the restoration of Charles II and explores the conditions that made
it possible for them to thrive, throwing light on unexpected stories of cooperation
between Jesuits and Irish Protestants through the evidence of the annual letters. As
an ideal conclusion to the collection, Liam Chambers’s updated history of the Irish
college in Poitiers highlights the role of the college in assuring the continuation of
the Irish mission. Founded in –, in the context of the deterioration of con-
ditions for Jesuits in Ireland, the college functioned in fact as a shelter for Irish
Jesuits after the defeat of Irish Catholics in  and until the suppression of
the order in .

This is an extremely rich and informative collection that succeeds in enhancing
the potential of the Jesuit epistolary archives and the role of committed scholarship
in bringing them to life. The threads connecting the various studies published here
(such as under- researched aspects of Jesuit culture, and mutually supportive inter-
actions with women and Protestants) contribute to identifying significant direc-
tions for further research as they restore a nuanced picture of the mission in the
exceptionally unsettled Irish context.

ANGELA ANDREANIUNIVERSITY OF MILAN
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‘Nothing is so easy to denounce, nothing is so difficult to understand.’ So wrote
Augustine on original sin. Augustine and his legacy cast a long shadow across
the essays that comprise this collection. But a significant part of the story they col-
lectively tell is an overshadowing of that tradition by the legacy of another exem-
plary figure, John-Jacques Rousseau. Effectively, these contributions begin with
the doctrine of original sin as set forth at the Council of Trent, with its attempt
to find a median between a neo-Pelagianism that issued from Erasminian human-
ism and a radical Augustinianism embraced by Protestantism. They range through
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, with the latter being a watershed that
elicited defence of the Augustinian tradition maintained by Trent, its moderation
by Protestants as well as Catholics, or rejection, tracking all that through the nine-
teenth century into the twentieth, and ending with the period following another
church council, Vatican II. In this larger narrative the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries occupy central space, as debate over original sin is no longer a matter of
doctrinal polemic between Catholics and Protestants and becomes enmeshed in a
loss of plausibility structure brought about by factors characteristic of later modern-
ity. Advances in the sciences of human origins, evolutionary theories, the rise of
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