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Workers of the World: 
Essays toward a Global Labor History

Marcel van der Linden, International Institute of 
Social History, Amsterdam, The Netherlands

• September 2008
• ISBN 978 90 04 16683 7
• Hardback (viii, 469 pp.)
• List price EUR 129.- / US$ 192.-
• Studies in Global Social History, 1

The studies o  ered in this volume contribute to a Global 
Labor History freed from Eurocentrism and methodological 
nationalism. Using literature from diverse regions, epochs 
and disciplines, the book provides arguments and conceptual 
tools for a di  erent interpretation of history – a labor history 
which integrates the history of slavery and indentured 
labor, and which pays serious attention to diverging yet 
interconnected developments in di  erent parts of the world. 
The following questions are central: 

What is the nature of the world working class, on which •
Global Labor History focuses? How can we de  ne and 
demarcate that class, and which factors determine its 
composition?
Which forms of collective action did this working class •
develop in the course of time, and what is the logic in that 
development? 
What can we learn from adjacent disciplines? Which insights •
from anthropologists, sociologists and other social scientists 
are useful in the development of Global Labor History?

Full table of contents available on brill.nl/sgsh

Marcel van der Linden (1952) is Research Director of the 
International Institute of Social History and Professor of social 
movement history at the University of Amsterdam. He has 
published extensively on labor and working-class history and 
on the history of ideas.
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Donald Filtzer / Wendy Z. Goldman /
Gijs Kessler / Simon Pirani (eds)

A Dream Deferred

New Studies in Russian
and Soviet Labour History

Bern, Berlin, Bruxelles, Frankfurt am Main,
New York, Oxford, Wien, 2008.
508 pp., num. tables and graphs
International and Comparative
Social History. Vol. 11
Issued by the International Institute
of Social History, Amsterdam
General Editor: Marcel van der Linden
ISBN 978-3-03911-797-0 hardback
sFr. 109.– / €* 75.20 / €** 77.30 / € 70.30 /
£ 52.70 / US-$ 108.95
* VAT incl. – valid for Germany   ** VAT incl. – valid for Austria

This volume brings together the latest work in Rus-
sian labour history, based on exciting materials from
previously closed archives and collections. Sixteen
essays, focusing on peasants and workers, explore
the lives and struggles of working people. Ranging
over a century of dramatic upheaval, from the late
1800s to the present, the essays are organized
around three broad themes: workers’ politics, incen-
tives and coercion within industrial and rural work-
places, and household strategies. The volume ex-
plores the relationship between the peasantry and
the working class, a nexus that has been central to
state policy, oppositional politics, economic develop-
ment, and household configuration. It profiles a
working class rent by divisions and defined not only
by its relationship to the workplace or the state, but
also by its household strategies for daily survival. The
essays explore many topics accessible for the first
time, including the motivations of women workers,
roots of revolutionary activism, the revolutionary move-
ment outside the great cities, socialist opposition to
the Soviet regime, reactions of workers to Stalinist
terror, socialist tourism, peasant families in forced
exile, and work discipline on the collective farms.

Peter Lang New

Please send your order to:

Peter Lang AG
International Academic Publishers
Moosstrasse 1 · P.O. Box 350
CH-2542 Pieterlen · Switzerland
Tel: +41 (0)32 376 17 17 · Fax: +41 (0)32 376 17 27
info@peterlang.com · www.peterlang.com

Contents: Nikolai V. Mikhailov: Non-Party Workers’
Organizations in St Petersburg and the Provinces
before and during the First Russian Revolution –
Christine Ruane: The 1906 Moscow Garment Work-
ers’ Strike – Sarah Badcock: Politics, Parties, and
Power: Sormovo Workers in 1917 – Simon Pirani:
Mass Mobilization versus Participatory Democracy:
Moscow Workers and the Bolshevik Expropriation of
Political Power – Barbara Allen: Transforming Fac-
tions into Blocs: Alexander Shliapnikov, Sergei Med-
vedev, and the CCC Investigation of the «Baku Affair»
in 1926 – Aleksei Gusev: The «Bolshevik Leninist» Op-
position and the Working Class, 1928-1929 – Kevin
Murphy: Strikes during the Early Soviet Period, 1922
to 1932: From Working-Class Militancy to Working-
Class Passivity? – Wendy Z. Goldman: Terror in the
Factories – Lynne Viola: Taiga Conditions: Kulak Spe-
cial Settlers, Commandants, and Soviet Industry –
Jean Lévesque: Foremen in the Field: Collective Farm
Chairmen and the Fate of Labour Discipline after Col-
lectivization, 1932-1953 – Diane P. Koenker: Soviet
Worker Leisure Travel in the 1930s – Barbara Alpern
Engel: «Earning My Own Crust of Bread»: Labor in the
Lives of Discontented Wives in Late Imperial Russia
– Gijs Kessler: A Population under Pressure: House-
hold Responses to Demographic and Economic Shock
in the Interwar Soviet Union – Donald Filtzer: The
1947 Food Crisis and its Aftermath: Worker and Peas-
ant Consumption in Non-Famine Regions of the
RSFSR – Andrei Markevich: Finding Additional In-
come: Subsidiary Agriculture in Soviet Urban House-
holds, 1941-1964 – Sergey A. Afontsev: The Choice of
Income-Earning Activities: Russian Urban House-
holds and the Challenges of Transition.
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