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Patrimony of El Salvador, died suddenly of a stroke on December 30, 1991, at the age of 77. He
is survived by his daughter, Mary Elizabeth Boggs de Cornejo, and several grandchildren.

Stan was actively involved in the archaeology of his adopted country until the very end of his life,
planning new investigations, remaining in contact with colleagues by travel and correspondence, and
opening his home, as always, to archaeologists and other scholars with an interest in El Salvador. For
nearly 50 years he was the resident archaeologist in El Salvador, and he was directly or indirectly
responsible for much of the research and almost all of the protection and conservation of the country’s
archaeological sites accomplished during these years.

Stan was born on August 8, 1914, in Warsaw, Indiana, the son of Stanley S. and Mary H. Boggs,
and spent his childhood on his parents’ large farm. He graduated with a bachelor’s degree from
Northwestern University in 1935 and received a master’s in anthropology from the University of
Arizona the following year. He pursued graduate studies at Harvard from 1937 until 1940. His early
archaeological field experience included work at Kinishba, Arizona, in 1936; at the Nevin and Richards
shell heaps in Blue Hill, Maine, in 1937-1938; and in northern Haiti, where he worked with Froelich
Rainey in 1939 investigating a potential landfall of Columbus. In 1939 he accompanied John M.
Longyear on the Carnegie Institution of Washington project at Cépan, Honduras, where he assisted
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Gustav Strdmsvik and Tatiana Proskouriakoff with the excavation and repair of the south side of
Structure 10L-11, the largest building at that southeastern Maya site.

Stan first went to El Salvador in October 1940, recommended by A. V. Kidder as field director of
John M. Dimick’s second season of excavations at the large site of Campana San Andrés, in the west-
ern part of the country. Immediately after the end of this work, he was again asked by Kidder to be
Longyear’s assistant for an Andean Institute excavation and survey project in El Salvador. In 1941 and
early 1942 Longyear surveyed a number of sites and excavated at Los Llanitos near San Miguel. Before
Longyear arrived, however, Stan was involved in an automobile accident and was incarcerated in Santa
Tecla until his trial and release in spring 1942.

Later in 1942 Stan excavated at Tazumal, the Classic and Early Postclassic site at Chalchuapa that was
the focus of much of his attention in later years. He surveyed and reported on a number of sites and began
the systematic recording of private collections of pottery and other artifacts that continued throughout his
life. Boggs and Longyear’s 1941 and 1942 work was published in a Peabody Museum Memoir.

In November 1942 Stan married Inés Sagrera Rosales, of San Salvador, making El Salvador his
home. From 1943 to 1945 the government funded additional work at Tazumal. He was becoming
increasingly involved with the National Museum and other government programs. In 1946 and 1947
he and his wife joined John Dimick’s United Fruit Company excavations at Zaculeu, in the western
Guatemala highlands, working with Gus Stromsvik and Aubrey Trik. In 1947 he was replaced by
Richard Woodbury and returned to an expanded program of research at Tazumal from 1948 to 1950,
with limited excavations in the three following years. He supervised construction of a new museum at
Tazumal in 1950 and 1951.

Stan retained an affiliation with the Carnegie Institution of Washington until 1948 when he accept-
ed the position as head of the Department of Archaeological Excavations in El Salvador’s Ministry of
Popular Culture, remaining there until 1954.

As uncomfortable situation in El Salvador involving a jealous bureaucrat, who in 1954 falsely
accused Stan of shipping treasures out of the country, led him to return to Indiana for several years. In
1961 Stan moved to Cambridge, Massachusetts, to write a monograph on his work at Tazumal, sup-
ported in part by two grants from the American Philosophical Society.

At the death of his wife, Stan returned to San Salvador with his 15-year-old daughter in 1963 (he
married again in 1968, but his wife, Berta Sagrera Rosales, who had been his sister-in-law, predeceased
him in 1987). He joined the faculty of the University of El Salvador as head of the archacology depart-
ment, teaching there for five years. Two years later, in 1965, he also accepted an offer to head the
archaeology department at the National Museum, later within the Office of Cultural Patrimony, and he
remained in this position until 1988, despite increasingly severe eye problems. From 1988 until his
death he directed the archaeological registry at the National Museum.

In the years after his return to El Salvador, Stan supervised, generally oversaw, or helped arrange
excavations at sites all over the country. He worked and helped others at Cihuatn, an important Early
Postclassic site north of San Salvador, into the 1980s. In 1977 he returned to San Andrés, where he had
started 37 years earlier, and excavated Structure 7. A dam planned for the middle Lempa River drainage
necessitated the Cerrén Grande Project, an extensive river basin survey and excavation effort enlisting
Salvadoran and North American archaeologists. He began the excavations of the Late Preclassic pot-
belly boulder figures at Santa Leticia; excavated the extensive deposit of Middle Preclassic figurines
at Finca Bolinas; undertook and oversaw the investigation of the huge shell heap at Asanyamba, on the
Gulf of Fonseca; conducted major salvage efforts in the San Lorenzo dam area; and started new work
at the important early site of Cara Sucia in far western El Salvador. In the late 1970s political unrest
made work in some areas difficult, and the civil war that engulfed the country in the 1980s brought
archacology in most areas to a standstill. In 1986 he wrote that no foreign group had tried to work in
El Salvador since 1980, and his budget, always small, dwindled further.

Stan did not complete a detailed report on his excavations at Tazumal, although he wrote several
summary reports that indicate the wealth of information he had recovered. His work at Tazumal, San
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Andrés, and many other sites of different ages outlined the archaeological sequence for much of the
country, but he did not attempt a general synthesis of the archaeology of El Salvador. He preferred to
write about artifacts or artifact types that were of special significance to him. His most important stud-
ies of this type are those of wheeled figurines, musical instruments, and Middle Preclassic figurines
and their clothing. He created an enormous archive of notes and photographs on file cards of artifacts
from El Salvador, mostly pottery, which many scholars have found useful.

In the 1970s Stan helped rejuvenate the museum publication program, printing many new studies in
archaeology, ethnology, and history, and reprinting many others unavailable in Spanish or out of print.
At the end of 1977 he wrote that more had been published that year than in the previous 30!

In the early 1970s Stan embarked on what became one of his most important successes: convincing
the government of El Salvador to declare many of the country’s most important sites National
Archaeological Monuments. In 1976 alone he noted that six new sites were designated National
Monuments. Many of these sites are now owned by the government and are permanently protected by
the Office of Cultural Patrimony.

Another of Stan Boggs’s great contributions to the archaeology of El Salvador lay in helping others
to do research, beginning with Wolfgang Haberland at sites in several parts of the country, Robert
Sharer at Chalchuapa, and the author at Quelepa. Others who were able to rely on his assistance or
advice before the civil war include Luis Casasola at Jayaque; Manuel Lopez at Casa Blanca,
Chalchuapa; William Fowler, Howard Earnest, and Richard Crane at Cerrén Grande; Arthur Demarest
at Santa Leticia; William Fowler, Jane Kelley, Karen Bruhns, Gloria Hernandez, Margarita Solis, and
Zuleyma Menéndez at Cihuatan; Richard Crane at San Andrés; Enrique and Ana Maria de Martinez at
San Lorenzo; Hamed Posada at Asanyamba; Tony Andrews on his survey of salt-production sites; and
Payson Sheets and his coworkers in the Zapotitan Valley and at Cerén.

Stan administered or ran interference for much of this research, sometimes without the archaeolo-
gist even knowing how much he or she was being assisted. If one thanked Stan directly, he was as like-
ly as not to mumble something unintelligible into his pipe. He was a warm and generous person who
cared much for his friends and colleagues, and it is difficult and sad for those of us who knew and trea-
sured him to imagine the archaeology of El Salvador without him there helping.

E. WYLLYS ANDREWS V
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Salvador.
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Incensarios del dios Tlaloc pertenecientes a la
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Patrimonio Cultural, San Salvador.
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El Salvador. Mexicon 4:64.

Hornos precolombinos en Usulutdn. Estudios
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Universidad Centroamericana José Simeo6n
Canas, San Salvador.
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Ethnos 48:205-209.

Comments on Balsamo and Other Little-known
Sculptures of Western Salvador. Manuscript on
file, Department of New World Archaeology,
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American Prehistory, edited by D. M.
Pendergast and A. P. Andrews. University of
New Mexico Press, Albuquerque.

Apuntes sobre instrumentos de viento pre-
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Antigiledades salvadorefias errantes: un
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Una extrafla figurilla articulada de ceramica.
Mesoamérica 21:111-114.

Note

The lead photograph of Stanley H. Boggs was taken in the
National Museum in San Salvador by Tomas Vilanova M. in
1977. Boggs is holding an eccentric flint from Structure 7 at
San Andrés, recovered during his last excavations there in
1977. Black-and-white internegative and print by Ruth W.
Andrews.
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